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2 VVherein 1s laid down the Soules & 
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9 GloryinChriſt, and the way by which 
L I the Soule comes to Chriſt, 


in two LeQure SERMONS in AG 


CoLLINGS Maſter of Arts, and 
ods word in Seviexrs pariſh in Norwich. 


lon I The world hnowes us not. 
1. {ere wot, / have redeemed thee, I have 

ack] ox by thy name,thow art mine. 
thes peſuſt throng h the waters, I will be withthee, 


and through the rivers, they ſhall not over flow thee: when 
thou walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, nei= ts 


| | ther ſhall the fiaxe kindle wyon thee. 
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The Right worſhipfull and 


truly honoured Patriot of his Ccun- 
trey, Sir loun HoBarr Knighe 


and Baronet, one of the Members of 
the Honourable Houſe of 
COMMONS. 


Honoured S:r, 


s Oodneſle is the Honour of Greatieſle, 
2 and Grace is the Beauty of Goodnelle : 
Fs Grcatneſſe withour Goodnede, is like a 
grofly body with a fluggards ſpirit, 100 
&9 Q> heavy to bearc its owne burthen : and 

4 Goodneſſc without ſome Authorirative Greatneſle, 
is like a ſoule in ſepararion, happy in ir ſelfe, , bur 

it wants an organ-to move in terreſtrials. But he 

to whom God hath given gracious Greatneſſe, is 

one that hath ten Talents, one upon whom op-- 


portunities wait ' to do his God Honour. And it 
"$ A 3 is 
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The Epiflle Dedicatory. 


is the greateſt happineſle can betide a creature, to 
have an opportunity to throw his two mites, his 
little all into the Treaſury of the Lords Glory. Our 
aQuated habit of Love to Gods Church and Spouſe, 
is the greateſt way of honouring our God. The 
Bridegroom hogours thoſe that he-makes his Brides 
Vſhers : And it-is the moſt endearing ſervice wee 
can doe our Maſter, to have a care of his Lambs. 
Simon Pater loveſt thou me > feed my Lambs : his 
Lambs in the Fold, which are his , Church. Sir, 
God hath called you'ro this Honour z though not 
to feed, yet-to provide their Shephcards a Crook. 
Alas ! what ſhall wee doe > our Saviours Lambs 
ſtray and wander in dangerous paſtures, and wee 
have no Crook to reduce them : we can oily feed 
them when they pleaſe to cat : ' we have no hedge 
of Government to keep them in their paſtures, nor 
Crook to reduce the wanderers : here is our miſe- 
ry ! God hath made us watchmen z wee may 'give 
good counſell co the unlawfull 'raglers, bur wee 
want our watch-bill ro ſlay them if they will goe. 
Bleſſed be the God of heaven, that.hath nor only 
made you Honourable in the Gght. of men, bur. 
more in hjis owne fight, becauſe zealous for his 
Bride. Chriſts. Spouſe in this Kingdome is in the: 


wilderneſſe ; and woe unto us that we can imagine. 


the heart of any ſo hard as to congribute a vote to-: 
keep her there, much, more to hedge up her way 
with thornes, that ſhe cannot get ont, Ac whoſe, 
hands will the blood of choſe che wolyes- deſizoy be. 
DE , required? 
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The Ppifle Dedicatory. 
required ? 'Bleſſed be-the God of heaven, that hath 
given you an heart to waſh not only your hands 
bur tongue alſo'of the blood of thoſe that periſh 
in this Kingdome for want of Government. I haye 
here preſented your Worſhip with a member of 
Chriſts Church ; endeavouring to limn out ' the 
Spouſe in her Hidden Glory : 1t the wants expected 
beauty, tis the Limners fault : vhe is truly Glorious 
in her ſelfe, and her Bridegrooms eyes ; bur her 
glory is hidden to the world, Is it not pity fo glo- 
rious a creature as this Spouſe is in the perfeQion 
of her members, ſhould want Order in her Houſe ? 
and bee proftituted to every one that hath wicked. 
neſſe enough to defloure her > May the number of 
thoſe encreaſe thar are the friends of Sion, and the 
generation of thoſe periſh, that make it their de- 
figac to lay yer more waſte the City of God, already 
neare to bury her ſelfe in her owne ruines. Ir is 
alas ! roo true, Sir, and unhappy too, that God hath 
put weakneſle into your hands, though your heart 
longs to bee at Temple-work. Your ſelfe are in a 
wilderneſſe-of AffiRion , whiles you ſhould and 
would gladly bee lending your hand and yotes tor 
help the Spouſe in Eng/and out : Gods will muſt 
bee done, though wee bee patients. The Lord 
proſper the Nebemiabs that are at the work, and 
leſſen the number of the Sanballats that hinder it x 
and in Elijabs abſence double his ſpirit upon his 
Eliſhaes : and the Lord grage that in your wilder- 
neſſe of Affligion, you may /can upon you Beloved 
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The Epiſflle Dedicatory. 

and the Bridegroom grant ſuch an happineſſe to 
his Spouſe, as to ſpare her friends life, that you 
may cone our of your wilderneſſe of Afflifions, 
leaning upon your Beloved, and do your God more 
ſervice by living to his glory, and contributing 
your dying Votes to the happineſſc of his Bride? 
which is Sir, the daily prayer of 


Tour Worſhi ps devoted ſervant, 
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Tho xAlglit Honuur able,and tr uly © i*\O- 
ble, the Lady - Francis Hobar: 5 


encreaſe ©! JA happineſle, &c, 


- 
waadam, 
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Auſt mgenuouſly confeſſe, it was my owne eaſe 
was the firſt tmaucement to me,to offer theſe 
unpoliſhed meattations to the cenſure of the 
wor lr, (whom I hear already ſaying, is Saul 
: alſo among the Prophets > ) having pro- 
miſed more coppies them I was nalltng to tras{cribe, But 
when that had raked the embers, ſomething elſe blew the 
coales : 1 well kzew that the Preſſe was ſo rtarnted, tt would 
be a ſuſpition of falion to be ſeene under it , and (if ever) 
aow was the time to bra Foole in print : But when I con» 
ſidered the Laniie of my former, and the tncer taintie of my 
latter, days thought it was time to redeem the time, not 
only becauſe my days were evil, but becauſe my (pau might 
be almoſt meaſured out ; And 1 thought if theſe meditations 
might not have the bappine e toſhew ſome ſoule the way out 
of 


The Epiltle Dedicarory. 


of the wilderneſſe, Leaning upoa /ts Bcluvedyer they could 
not be denyed ſo ſmall a bl:\4197, as to keepe ſ1m: Bookiſh 
eges from dirtying themſe!ues with pog-ing 18 the excre- 
ments of Faftious brains and pens, (which preſ:nt them- 
ſelves in our unhappy dyes , uyon every ſho-board, to 
Athenian gazers) by buſyrng them in theſe papers 8 little, 
After theſe thoughts had wreſted my notes out of my hands, 
which at thefir{t compoſure T ha4thought (like a dying in. 
fant) ſhould only have lookt upon the world, miſliked it, and 
gone out again, My neererelation toyour Honours houſe, 
cold me it would be wo good manners to ſpeak of a wedding 
and not invite your Ladyſhip (eſpecially being one of the 
Children of rhe Bride-chamber) zo zt. The truths here 
may appeale to yowr Honour, for a confirmation, and 1 
doubt not but you will and can ſigne them from prectous ex. 
perience : having already Set to your Seale, that God is 
true. Nay, 1dare be further bold to ſaythat the marriage of 
the Lamb could not be conſummate without you : And I wes 
loth to preſent a Bride lame, to ſo glorious a Bridegroome, 
Theſe ſermons are bnt a Record of your Honours praftice 
and yet they are aprophecy of your Honours life too, The 
Bride of Chriſt is not pa#t all her dirty way, when ſhee is 
eſpouſed to ber Bridegycome ; She walks with him through 
alirty paths alſo ; 1t is the way of heaven,not the way to h: a- 
ven, that is ſirewed with flowers and roſes: He knew that 
toldus, By much tribulation wee muſt enter into the 
Kingdome of God, 

Mortality is but the C briſtians wilderneſſe, For why 
ſhould the diſciple bee above his Mafter, or the ſervant 
above his Lord ? the Crowne of thorns was nor made for 
Chrifts head onh : ana if there be written over our heads in 
letters of glory, Theſe are the heirs of heaven, what need 
Tee care to hang bere natled to a crofſe ? The natles of tbe 


creſſe 
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roſſe are ſaubiified cyer ſince they pierced bit ſacred 
1.imbs : 4 meditation of Cbrifis agony, may bee a cor. 
diall draught for 4 ſeulefick with affirBions, 

if Chrift walks upon the Sea to us, let us pird gur 
roars and walk alſo: Though Chrift ſeemes to /lvepe, yet 
bur gr 0atzigs will awaken bim, for be taketh care that 
ire perrifh not.Though Chriſt ſhakes himſelf, as if bee in- 
tended to ſhake off our hand ſometimes; yet let us conſider, 
it is becauſe our hands are dirty, awd zot be (0 fooliſh to 
let go our hold , Chriſt may duck, but hee will not drowne 
us , He knowes the way cut of the wilderneſſe, and will 
lead us right, if we will but leane: Though wee ſit in 
darknefle and ſee no light , yet let us truſt in the 
Name of the Lord, and ſtay our felves upon our 
God : we may be perſecuted, wee ſhall never bee forſa- 
ken : weſhallcome out of the wilderneſle,leaning up- 
on our Beloved, 

I preſume Madam, to preſent theſe ſermons naked to 
your Honours hands, trufting your Ladyſhip will cover 
the imperfe3ions with charity ,, they were buried, but if 
the Gho#ts muſt walk, 1 thought it no wayes proper to put 
them on gayer clothes , let them walk in their winding- 
ſheet: If they will Lut tell a ſtory of heaven to any they 
meet, and ſhew them the way, and learn them Chriſt , I 
willpromiſe them to give them an acquittance fer any 
other debt they owe mee : If they will but procure mee the 
Brides prayers, my reward 15 greater then my deſert : If 
God will honour them to win a ſoule, his free grace ſhall 
have the honoar of it ; for here 1s uething but Thave re. 
ceived from bis Grace,and to it I owe all that I am, 

Madam, mere not my diſccurſe of beaten and Chriſt, 
my) Epiſtle might be tedious , but | am confident your Hoe 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
nour could becontent to hear of your Bridegroome all the 
day long. The Lord grant your Honour yet more ſweet- 
neſſe in his enjoyments, and fill you yet more full of his 
grace, till youſball come out of the wilderneſſe of mortality, 
leaning uponyour beloved, into the pleaſant Parad iſe 
of Glory, which is and ſhall be ( Madam) the prayer of 


Yowr Honours obliged Chaplain, 


Iohn Collins. 
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SoLoMONS SoNG, Chap. 8. verl, 5, 
Who is this that commeth out of the Wilderneſſe, leaning «por: 
her beloved * 


FORD | His Booke 1s called the Song of Songs ; Canti- 
Þ! FINS | cms Canticorum, that is Cantic::m Excellentiſe 
Eo | þ £2 | /immm; the molt excellent Song ; fo Yate» —_— Co 
NA! blus : and Eſtizs gives therealon ; becaule it ,Jiuncm com 
28%| containsa diſcourle betwixt Chrill the Bride- tiner Chriſti 
FS, groome, and his Church the Bride, The ſpo:.6,% Eccles 
Song of Songs, 23a note of Eminency (thinks "= \p-0lzyEe' 
hee) Mr Brightman will have it as well Nota dijlinftionis quans 
Eminent , a note of diſtinRion, as of eminency ; A Song more ,, . 
excellent then all thoſe which Se/owen. made ; The Song thar Kearny: = 
ſounded ſweeteſt to. Solomon; penitent heart : But tiuly well nibus qua So- 
may that be called the Song of Songs, where every raine is brea- 11m-n com10« 
thedby the Spirit of the moſt High, whole pen man was Sonne "+ 
and Heir to the feet Singer of /ſrael, and had the moit yvile un- 
derfianding hezrt, that ever blelt a creature : whole every note 
1s 4 note of Free grace, and every cloſe a clole with Chriſt, an 
union with him who. is the head ofhis Church; Finally,where 
every 
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The Spouſes Hidden glory. 


every line breaths the perfurne of the Roſe of Sharon, andis beau- 
tified with the colour of the Lilly of rhe Valleys, Itisa Song of 


Love, lung in parts, by the Sorne of his farhers Love, The Lord 


Chriſt, and the wite of his bolome, The Church in general), 2nd 
every bcleeving foulein particular : Ir begn.: with Love, Let hi»: 
kifſe we with the kiſſes of his mouth, for his love is better then w-ne , 
Oſculum eſt Symbolum amoris : Andit ends withlove, AMake haj? 
my belived ard come away, The tountain from whence it ariict!1 
's alpring o: love, and the lea into which it falls is an Ocean of 
lore, wheie tic {oule that enters is ſwallowed up of love , and 


drowredin tweertnefle, The whiole fireame ot the beoke, is a 


('rcame ot love, running betwixt two pretious banks, Telus Chritt, 
zrd the beleeving loule ; Sometimes 1t runnes an higher, fome- 
timesa lowct water; it isalyayes tome, though the Flood-gates 
be not alwayes open. The twolovers ipend theirlong, in fealting 
themlelves with ezch others beauties ; One while tlie Bride- 
ercome is courting his Bride with raviſhing ſtrains of grace; ano- 
therwhileſhe is emptying her ſonle into her be!oveds boſome. 
The whole ſong is bur a ſweet enrerchange of delightfull expreſ- 
11ons, while both leeme to be raviſhed with each others mutual! 
embraces, : 

] ſhall not Rudy the coherence of the Text, it being a ſtraine 
of the Song that fiands in tmall dependency to the other. The 
ircufe had noxy her bridegrocmeby the hand, it was her rnrne to 
poure her love into ber beloveds bolcme : from the 10, verſe of 
the former chapter. My text feemeth robe a parentheſis, Randing 
in ſmallrelaticn to the aritecedent , or ſubſequent words ; but 
lecmesto be rte voice of femerhirdperſon ; viewing this bleſſed 
p2irfweerly cmbracing one another, and rhe beloved following 
herlove through moſt rugged! _—_ and wilderneffe- wayes ; in 
thoſe wayes iezn'rg vpon Chrilt , either in admization of. Chrifts 
condiſcenticn, thathe won!d'pkeaſe through wilderneſles to lead 
his beloved,or inadtmraticnof the ſponſe loworthlefle acreature, 
that ſhe ſhould teane; or ofher beauty by the reflixion of het be- 
loveds courenarce, or of her conſtancy, that the bria:s ?rd thorns 
of the wilderrefſe coutd nar feparate her beloved and ler, Owoz 
Dems conjuncxir, Ge. Cries out, Que eff 11/4 Jie aſcends ex deſerio? 
What marner of creates this; charſhe ſhonld teane? or wy 
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ve Sponſes Hidden glory, 
ſo glorious creature 1s ti1is that leans ? What manner of [oveis 
this , that makes her follow her Belovcd through tach uncoth, 
rugged, dangerous WayCs as tle ? 

Learned / remell:us wggyd have thee words to bee no Paren- 
theſis ar all, bur the continued ipeech of the Church, ard ayes it is 
3n Expieſſion of the great loverhar the Church [Expo it:o {um amn/1$4''0 Fen , 
bare 10 the Lord Chriſt, by compari'c nN. proſequitars 071m ,en (ul 4 r17 w_ 

What Church ever (tatth ſhe) would un. *<{-f: que tor as tan'o; ! bores pers 
dertake ſo many and to great labours enc-un- / y a Apo 0, 9 gs 
cerſo many dangers to get her beloved? Theſe 7... ppc oanngthe ref = > Ja 
are pledges of my good will, that by faith I j4: dif8:ultwes ecacs ſaperact, Trees 
have overcome a'l difficulties , leaning upon 1:6 Wy a:) lacium, : 
him, even in the wildetncſle. s 

But with all due reipe& to Tremellizzs, I rather agree ith our 
whole Rreame of Expoſitors, that it isa Parentheſis and the voice 
of a third perion ſpeaking , Que eſt #//a? The onely queltion is, 
whorhis third perſon ſhould be : 

Bedaand Mr Brightman underſtand it to bee the voice of the 
Tewiſh Charch,chat with the eyc of prophecy fore ſeeing thecon- 
yerſion ofthe Church of the Gentiles, cry out, 1ho «5 this? This 
wilderneſſe creature*that ſhe ſhould have any thing to do with 

- . DO 
the Meſſias? and theretore they read tt, Dilettum mewn, my belo- 
ved; Whos this that comes up fromthe wilderneſſe leaning upon my | 
beloved? whom I thought only to have loved me,and to have been 9-em meſ,lun 
unknown to other nations {ſaith Beda) C as nominis /it hee Genes 4 ge/eycereris 
que ajcendu ex deſerts? Inſtirm; viderur hee queſtto de grandiori- 7, an: 
bus natu ſeroribus , que ſinpeſcent hoc novs & inanduo ſpettaculs, wo — *" 1] 
faith Mr Brightman ad locum. —_— 

Bur I ſee no reaſon why it ſhouldonly be reftrainedto be the 
voice of the Iewiſh Church, norwhy| 54a} this ] ſhould be meant 
only ot the Chutc" in generall, whiles that which is predicated of 
this ſubject is common tocach beleeving Soule 2s well as thebe. Liter ad lor, 
leeving Church : And therefore I ratheragreewith Luther upon No#/olum J/.ci- 
the text ; Not only (faith he) the neighbour nations, but thoſe "* 57 45/ede- 
7 the ſame nation ſhall admire her comming out of the wil. HOPE 

erneſſe. fr oat ; 

And I (ee no reaſon why wee may not make the ordinary eye porn, = 
of the world, theeye ot rhetext, that leving the beleeving lonles 42/cr10. 

conhi- 


- 


(3) 


earfidence in Chriſt, andaffiarce to him, that no wilderneſſe will 
wakeher let go her hold bur throvghevety w1ilcerneſſe ſhee finds 
a way by the he'pof her $2viour.ywho 1s her way, and up out of e- 
very wildernefſe (how rugged !ocver pe w!l! come, andnor loſe 
her Saviour her belcved neither. but comes uy leaning, cries our, 
One est illa qui aſceraut e deſerto ? Who 15s this that comes our of 
tlc Wildernetie? | leaning | Afoctars,ofſoctatura, Marryirg, or 2. 
hout to marry ter {clit to her buloved ; 1o Tremellinas /)elicys af - 


2- Hermoticn, 


1 he Spouſes Hidden glory, 


148, (caltiro ber leh! with deliglit , abounding with celighes in 


be: beloved : to Variable  Hiurome na Lyra, Innixa lean upon 
bor beloved; lo Mr ZUrrohewan, and :everend Beds : The matter is 
Not much. 


1, Leanivg is apoſiure of familiarity and ſhe that 15 ſo bold to lean 


upon her beloveds arme, is ſurely lodged in her beloveds heart, 


and 1s aj[octaiis, marrying, Or aſſaciatura, about to marry her lelt 
to he: beloved; and 2.Leanirg is a poſture of love too : She thar 
leans, loves ; ſurcly ſhe ra! cs pleature in lier poſture, ſhee delights 
her (elf inher beloveds ſhou!azr. 

The Text cor:tains an impertect ceictipiionofa Virgm, the 
daughter ot Zion, the Spoule of cur Saviour ; In which con- 
{ider, ; 

1. Theplace wiicnce ſhecame, TheWilderneſe: 

She comes np : 

Innixa, Le.ning : 

Dileftlum.A heloved: 
DOtlefttur ſuum, 
Her beloved: 

The imper{e&ion of the deſcription appears in the firlt words, 
being interrogatory , Ove e# la? Who is this? we know not 
what rare princely, glorious creature it 1s ? 

Who is this ? Ir is ſormnla inter: ogandi. An interrogatory 
form of ipeeci1 ; and doth ( argwere ignorantiam ) argue an igno» * 
rance ; We krow not who ſhe is; what isſhe > Sccondly, it 1s 4 
forms of adnirv:g.anddoth argue amaze, Whatl » glorious crea- 
ture is this, that !:ath tuci relation to the Kings Sonne, that ſhe 
leanes up n him? Eence we learne 

1. 7 bat the Sponſe of ( hr1ſt ts a glorious creati:7e that the world 
owes net; from the later part of the Text. 


3- Herpolture, 
4. The perion upon whom ſhe leans, 
5. Theproperinterelt ſhe hath in tun, 


2, That 
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' 2+ Thatit it the projerty of the believing ſoule the ſpouſe of the 
Lord Chriſt , to come ont of the wilderneſſe leaning upon: her Be- 
hvrd, 

Of theficlt, Firſt, That the Spouſe of Chriſt it a glorious 
creature that the world knowes not : 

Herefirlt, we willenquire, Who is the Spouſe. 

Secondly, How ſhe 1s lo glorious. 

Thirdly, How ſhe is unknown,and whatof her is unknown : 
Theconficmation will be interwoven with the explication : By 
the Spoule of Chrilt every one knowes is meant either the 
Church in generall, Hoſea 2. 19. 20. {will betrath thee wnto me 
{or ever, yea [ will betrath thee unto me, in righteouſacſſe, and in 
judgment, and in loving kindeneſſe, and mercyesr. eAnd | will be= 
troth thee unto me in faithfullneſſe; Or the believing ſoule in 
particu/ar ; the believing {oule {tands in the neareſt relations to 
Ieſus Chriſt, 13. Aarthew, 5c. She is his mother and /i- 
/ler,and Chriſts filter is his ſpoule, CA (ter, my ſprnſe, he 
calls her Cantic, 5. ver. 1. But wherein is this Spoule of her 
Saviour ſo glorious that any neede ſay concerning her , Que «ff 
5./a? Who 1s this that cometh up? 

There are fix things which may breed an admiration in the 
eye of the beholders,in relation toany Bride, all which are exvs- 
enter In this ſpoule. 

1, Her breeding, that's admirable ; ſhe is borne of God, 1 Toh. 
<, 19, God is her father : ſhecallshim Our Father and Abba 
Fath -» every day. Teſus Chriſt himſelf Baptized her. He ſhell 
Baptize you with the holy Gho#t and with fire, Math, 3. ſhe is« 
Kings daughter. 45. Plal. 13. and ſhe lives inthe Sprrit of God 
Gal. 5.25. ſhe and Ged are all one in a myflery: rhe Saint 
6s a myſtical peece of Jeſus Chriſt ; it lives with him and in him, 
and helives in2nd with ir. Ig is writen the heavens ſhall containe 
him ; contain him, but notcircumſcribe him ; helives under the 
Cottage-roof of the meaneſt Chriftian; Chriſt dwells with the be- 
hever, and lives too. / live, but yer not 1,but (| hrift loves 4u me 
( faith the Apoſile.) The ſoule mutt needs be well bred underſuch 
a Tutor, aglorious breeding ! 1ts brotheris leſus Chrift, Hasband 
and brother roo, The ſpoule 1s Telus Chriſts fiter and ſpouſe, as A- 
brabam ſaid concertingSarah:She isneara kin totheTrinity;to all 
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the Apoltles and Saints; ofthe blood Royall : admirable for her 
breeding, that in that regard they might ſay, Qu e# illa? Who 
15 this? 

2. Hercarriage,that is admirable, this depends much upon bree- 
ding you know; ſhe ſhames not her breeding : her deportment is 
according to her birth, her companions noble Kings dawg hters 
45.Plal.g.Her carrriage chalt, a Virgine through a ſpoule Chriſtus 
ron renaſcitur. ni/i in cordibus eorum qui fpirunales ſunt virgin:s , 
& Deo uno ſprritu adherent. Chriſt is not borne againe, nor mar- 
ried tothole that are not ſpirituall Virgins, and adhere to him 
alone. She loveth righteouſneſſe, and hateth wickedneſſe, 4;. Plal, 
7. and keepeth her garment wnſpotted from the fleſh ; ſhe carcies nor 
her ſelf like the wanton women:thoſe that lee the Saints Carriage 
for humility, for gravity, for her whole deportment, may in ad- 
miration ſay, Que eſt i{{a? Who is this? What rare, what glorious 
creature ? 

2. Her Beauty is admirable, 45.pſ.2, She ts fairer then the Chil- 
dren of men, for grace is poured tnto her lips. Some daughters are 
beautifull, bur ſhe is far more beautifull, Some inparr,but ſhe is 
all faire; thos art all faire my ſpoxſe, She is black ( that isin her 
morning) but her black morning proves a fair day; black by nature, 
faire by grace, comely as the Tents of Kedar and Curtaines of Solo - 
9101, eA lilly (though amangſt thornes,) 

x. Her beauty isa perfect beauty. The Church was once calld 
the perfetion of Beanty, 2.Lament. 25. No beauteous face and 
deformed body, much lefſe deformed loule; «Al! faire. See her 
full deſcriprionfrom the beſt limner in the 7, chap. to the 7, verſe, 
She is without ſpor, or wrinkle. 

2. It is a defireable beauty, Kings ſhall deſire thy beamty : amongſt 
Creatures ſomcimes rhe fleſh may be beautifull, but che connte- 
nance caſts 2 vaile over, and makes the beauty nor lovely, or de- 
frable ; but this is a lovely Beanty even in the eyes of Kings. 

2. Ir is a conſtantbeauty, no fickneſſecan Sooke 29 unlovely ; 
nothing can wrinkle the believing ſoule, or curle the gracious 
brow, the lilly of theſe valleyes loolerh no beauty.in the ſcorches 
of:aflitions or haile of ſorrow, or Rormes o*tempration ; but in 
every condition thoſe rhat look uppon hex may ſay, Que ef i/la ? 
'Whar ſo beauteous creature is this? - - 
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The Spouſes hidded glory. 
4. Shes admirable for her Clothing, Her cletbing «© of #rowrhy 
old. 45+ Plal. 13+ She fhall be browght wntethe King ins garment 
of needlework ; in her eſponſall dayes ſhe is cloathed with praze, 
heregfter ſhe ſhall be clothed with glory : ſhe hath pur off hey wi- 
dowes garments, and put on a garment like the garment CMordecay 
wasargyed with, Efter 8, 15. Royall apparrell raken out of the 
wardrobe of glory, Blew, and white, preticus Rayment ; even of 
the fame cloth with the Kirg of glories attyre, Day. 7. 9. Revel, 
:. 5. eAndwith a crowneof glory upon her head, and 4 garment 
of fine linen, and purple; Indeed ſhe was cloathed ihe lchoſhnawith 
frt by garments. But God hath laid rake away the filthy garments 
from her, and I willclathe her with changeof k' «yment. Lech. chap. 
. Ver. 4. 5- 
: r. She is admirable. Firſt for the Variety ofherclothing. 

Secondly, For the perfume ot her garments. 

We will open her wardiobe and ſhew you a few of the changes 
of Raiment this Bridehath : 

Firſt, She hath her Inner garment of Chriſts righteouſneſſe, her 
robe ct righteouineſle; this the Saints are clothed with , and this 
is their long white garwent : Their inner garment that goes next 
their ſonle. They areclothed in white, Revel, 7.13. 14+ Thoſe 
that come ont of Tribulation and have waſhed their robes tm the blood 
of the Lamb are arrayed in white robes. 

2+ She hath another white garment of chaſtity , which the 
Apolile bids 7 imorhy pat ox, and the young women muſt have 
gownes made of it ; they were to be chaſte anddiſcreer,not come 
mitting adultery with the pleaſures and profits and vain delights 
as well as men ot the world, but keepe her whole love and whole 
{ouleto God, and God alone. 

3. Sheehatha long garment of Charity, hercloak of charity, 
this 1s both long and tull; with the others ſhee clothed her ſelfe, 
with thisſhe clotheth others;withthis ſhe clocherh the naked,and 


- thisisa true garment,and it covers 4 multitude of /innes : 1 Perc, 


A garment that neatly becomesa Chriſtian, and which ſhe ſhould 
be ſure tobave what ever ſhe wants tothe back of her ſonle : 4- 
beve all have fervent charity (faith the Apoſtle) Ic isa garment 
that the Bridegroome willlooke that his Bride ſhould bee clothed 


with, at the great marriage day, Matth, 25. 34. &c. Come je bleſ 
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The Spouſes hidden glory, 
ſed of my Father ,andinherit the king dome prepared for you,before the 


foundation of the world for | was an hungry and ye geve me meat &c.' 


A fourth change of Rayment, ſhee hath , 15 the hair c'oath of 
humility ; an homely, bur precious garment, t Pet, 5.5, Bee yee 
clothed with humility ; The Bridegroome himlelf woed his ſpouſe 
with this robe, He humbled himſelfe and became obedient unto God, 
evento death, the death upon: the crofſſe.; For thele rwo laſt c1anges 
of rayment my heatt akesto think how many ChriRians have left 
them off : Charity is growne cold, toa Proverb; and humilitic, 
theprecious garment ot humility,changed tor the conceitedcoat of 
ſingulatity ; thepartycolouredcoat of fattions hath brought this 
oarment cut-of faſhion ; Ithath loſt no beauty, though hboe pit- 
tiſully out of faſhion, 

A fifthchange of raiment; is her garment of Afoderation, a ſum- 
mer garment to be worn when the Sunof proſperity ſhines hore : 
chen /:t your moderation be known unto all m:n, Philip. 4. 5. 

Sixthly, She bath likewiſe a winter garment of Patience , and 
this the Spouſe puts on ina {ſtorm ; Tribnlation worketh Patience: 
This the good Church of Epheſus was clad with , and her God 
lovedher in this habit, Rev. 2. 2. Andhaſt borne and had patience, 
and for my name haſt laboured, and haſt not fainted. 

Seventhly, Many are thechanges of this Spouſes Raiment, 1 
will only mention one more, and that is YVeftimentam fidei , her 
Buff-coar of faith,this is Piſtall, yea Canan proof, this ſhee puts 
on ina time of watte : The ſhieldof faith, called Ephel. 6.16. This 
is her militia veftment : Theſe are the Spoules ſeverall changes of 
Velture, and many more; ſhe hath garments of needlework, and di- 
vers colonrs, and the ſhall have at lalt agarment of Glory ; Sheis 
glorious for thechange ofher raimenr, that the eye of the behol- 
der may be put roamaze, and hein admiration ſay, Que eft illa ? 
Who is this that commeth up ? 

2, She is admirable, as for the change, ſo for the perfume of her 
oarments, Pſal. 45. 8. Allhergarments ſmellof 44yr7h, Aler, 
and Caſſia, Cant. 4+ 11, T he ſmell of thy garments is like the ſmell 
of Lebanon ; no perfume like the beleevers (weerneſle, ſweetneſſe 
that cannot be worn our ſhe gives aſmell asſhe goes,likethe imell 
of a garden, like the ſmell of a field which the Lord hath bleſt; 
like the perſume of Paradiſe, 
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' Asſheis admirable for herciothing, ſo for her vertues al; 
Vertues ſhall I ſay ? Vertue is too cheap a garment tor this 
glorious Bride ; Graces are inward ornaments, and indeed this 
15 but herclething of wrought gold ; 1 have [pok> ſomething to this 
before, the beſt nature is but the thred of her garment, the Gold 
of grace 1s wrought upon it, the warp of nature and the woof of 
Grace ; ſhe is cloathed with grace as a garment: Vettue 1s the 
cheapeſt cloth ſhe wears, though that bee more pretious then a 
cloth of Glver or goid : The vertues of her Bridegrocme are in 
her ; Nature refined beyond nature ; The Quintetlence of inge- 
nuous nature ſeven times refined, clarified, [piritualized : Vertues 
(fay they) arec)2ined together : This |pouie 1s not adorned with 
collars ot pcarle, the molt precious pearle 1s roo cheap for her 
Otnaments , but her cheeks are comely with ruwes of jewels, and 
her neck with chant of gold, Cant. 1. 16. Whatchains , but the 
chains ofher vertues and graces? and thischain of grace raviſheth 
the heart of Ieſus, Cant. 4.9. T hou haſt raviſhed my heart my ſiſter 
my ſpouſe, thou haſt raviſhed my heart with one of thy eyes, with one of 
the chains of thy neck, , thispretious Chain the Apoltle perlwades 
the Saints toput on, 2 Pet. 1.5. + Adae to your fauh vertue , and 
to vertue knowledge, and to knowledg etemperance, aud to temperance 
patience, and topatience godlineſſe and to godline ſe brotherly kind- 
neſſe, and to brotherly kindneſſe charity ; Oh pretious chaine ,of 
incermixed pearle! Surely this will make the ſpou'e admirable,that 
whoſoever hears of her, er ſecs her, will , mult lay, Que ef illa? 
who 1s this commeth up ? 

4- Laſtly, She is admirable for her Artendants,this makesall that 
fee her, or know her, or hear of her, Rand andadmire her, and lay, 
who is this? &c,Pfal.g5. 9. Kings daughters were among the Ho- 
nourable women, upon thy right Jand did ſtand the Outen in gold of 
Ophyr;None more glorious Attendants then Kings and Queenes, 
Ilay. 49+ 23. eAnd kings ſhall be thy nurſing fathers , and Queens 
thy nur ſing mothers, theyſhall bow downe to thee, with their faces to- 


, wards the earth, andlich upthe duſt of thy feet ; What more ho- 


nourable Attendants then the glorious Angels? Thoſe houſhold 
ſervants of the King of gloty, even theſe are this Brides. waiti 
ſervants, Are they wot all miniſtring ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter for 
thers who ſhall bee heirs of ſalvation? Heb. 1, 14. ShallI goe yer 
C 3 higher ? 
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bigher? The King of glory him{elf is the Attendant of the Kings 
2ughter : he took Hpon hin the forme of a ſervant, he came in per - 
ton to attend her, he comes (ii!] and bears her company ; yea Ie- 
tus Chriſt is the befeevers {ervant in heaven, for he ftards at the 
right hand of her father, toma('e interceſſionſor her, to make her 
prayers, and her welcome into the chambers of hi, Fathers glory, 
(the Manſion houſe of the King of heaven) Shee is admirable fer 
her Attendants ; firſt for the multitude of them, The Creation is 
all her ſervant, the Creatures below are as the groomes of her 
kitchin , the Angels are the Gentlemen of hez Bed-chamber, 
Queens are hermaids of Honour, Ieſus Chrift her Biidegroome 15 
her {ervant,thcugh her Lord;all his imployment 1s to do her ſervice. 
Secondly, forthe gloriouſnefle ot her Atrendants,the Queen that 
{tands ar herright hand,rs clad with gold of Ophyr : the Angels that 
are her miniftring ſpirits areclothed witherternity ; None to glo- 
rious a retinue as this Spouſes, they that look upon her Traine 
asſhe commeth, mult needs ſay, Qu# et ill+? who is this that 
commeth wp? and thus I haveſhewed how this beloved foule is ad- 
mirable; but the words are as well formn/a inguirendi as admirandt, 
a lormot inquiring as a form of 2&miring ; It argues they did not 
know ker;therefore they lay Who is this that commeth wp ? The be- 
leever 1s abride that is unknown to theworld, an unknown crea= 
cure. To whom and what are they unknown,and how far known? 
what of her muſt be known, and what in her is hidden? 
Firſt, She is unknown to the wayes and carriage of the world, 

Secondly, She is unknowneto the menof rhe world, 

Firſt, She is nnknown to the wayes ofthe world, ſhe hates the 
oarment ſpotted with the fleſh, ludev. 23.ſhee is none of choke 
that dare revell -n mixed dances, ſhe isnor ſeene at every fair, ſhe 
proclaimes not her beauty ar every crofle, ſhe dreſleth not her ſelfe 
like a puppet ofpride thatforgets ſhet is duſt and aſhes, ſhee isin- 
deedall gloricns, but it is within; there her clothing is of wronghr 
gold ; ſhe paints pot her borrowed face, ſhe knowes not hoy to 
looke Ged in the face another day with a facerhat is notof his a- 
doming ; ſhe trath beauty enough, ſhe needsnot borrow any, ſhe 
knowes that paint will conſume hell fire : The painted puppets 
of earthly pride that fare deliciouſly every day, wonder at her na- 


tive beauty, though maintained with pulle,and when they ſee yo 
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ve Spouſes Hidden glory, 
face cut-ſhine theirs, and her making conſcience of what they 
make no ſcruple, they ſhall wonder. and ſay,#ho is this ? | 

Secondly, She is unknowne to the men ofthe world, an hid- 
den creature, 1 Toh, 3. 1. The world hnowes us not, They arec2l- 
led Gods hidden ones, $:. Plal, 3, Sometimes compared to /ewelr, 
In that day when I make up my lew.ls, [ will ſpare them, Tevvells 
are not ſeene to everyone ; the Spouſes excellency 1s not known 
toall, The men of the world do nor know them. What, are they 
ſpirits ? doe nor they live in the lower region ? How lo hidden 
then ? ; 

&nſw. Firſt, They doe not know them Scieria perfeft.:, with 
2per{eR and ful! knowledge, they look upon 3 gracious man as one 
only of a refined nature,a pure moraliſt,that doth no one\vrong, fot 
they have onlythe carmnall eyeof lence,and the {pirituality ofa Chri= 
tian is ſpiritually diſcerned: TNeſe diamonds are no better tothem 
then pebles; a Iewell ro them is but worth a barly corne. 

Secondly, They doe not know them Scientii Scientifica with 
2 diinguiſhing knowledge; the Briffow Rone is as precious to 
them as the Diamond, nor can they diftinguiſh them; and indeed 
no onehath infallible marks of them but hee that ſearcheth the 
hearts, and trieththereins : Anhypocrite may paint her ſelf with 
ſuch ſeeming graces, that the world may lay of her, Surely this is 

the Lords annoirted,oras in the text,vho is this that cometh up? But 
canthe Saint be hidden ? */r xr hard (laies that pious man) to hide © 
a great fire,or to ca/i a covering yon ſweet odours that they ſmell not; ©* 
Chriſts name by which ſhe is called is as a ſweet ointment poured ont, © 
as 4 monn! ain of ſpices, and he is the ſtrong ſavonr of heaven, and of © 
the higheſt Paradiſe;you may cail a covering over the man, that hee © 
ſhall not ſee the Sun : But not over the body of the ſunne to hide day- *© 
light; Towhom isſhe hidden therefore? and ro whom nor hid. «c 
den? Whartofheris uncovered, and whar is covered ? 

Firſt, She is nothidden to God;Eljah thought all the faints 
had beere both dead and buried, when hee complained that he was 
left alone, but God ſaw ſever thouſand in [ſracl,that had not bowed 
their knee ro Baal: Fzechiel ſaw no mourners. but God ſent him 
tom{rk ont ſuch aprecionsttibe from the tribes of /ſrael: he ſaw 
their private drops ; God need not ſay concerning the moſt re - 
uediaint, Who is chis that commeth np ? 

En ON. corny; 
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fee (ome faces there that we never thought had beenethere,and miſſe 
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Secondly, To her ſelfe ſhe is not hidden, She bath hey conſcienre 
be-ring her witneſſe, the maniſeltation of Gods love in ber owne 
ſoule tte prinrs of his foot - Reps : Gods Spirit bearing witneſſe with 
their own Spirits ; Chriſt is written ingreat letters in their hearts, 
ſhe hath her -zwwiee her marks to know her lelte by : By this we 
know 1 Iobn 2. 2. and by this again we know verl,5, 3, Sheis nn- 
knowne ard hidden to the world, to the ſaints ot the world, (her 
breth-enknow hernot) and tothe menot the world; rothe one 
Jetle,toihe other more ; the ſaints know her not infallibly. Ic 
wasa true laying ot him, *When anyof us come in heaven, we ſhall 


ſome otherithat we had verily thought to have found there, 

Bur yet many wayes may the Saints diſcerne by the fruits, be- 
tiixtlight and darknefle; yer not 2ny that Fknow ſo certaine to | 
our duskiſh eyes, thar by it 1 can poſitively and infallibly fay of 
any, This or that isa Saint of God, though in charity I ought ro | 
judge ſoof many; yer Sawwel may bee Ceceived in Eliab, Gods 
eyes {ee not asman {ees : Therefore I have ſometimes wondred # 
with what face any man(that profeſſeth himſel/ea ſervant of Iefus | 
Chrift) dare fora tee at a funerall , lift a moreliſt to heaven, thar 
poſſibly burnes in hell chat houre ; Iſhould teare ro ſpeak it po - | 
fitively of him that (in my deceivable eyes) ſeems a pious Chri- 7 
ſtian; They are Hidden ones : How many that ſhinein heaven at 
this day a glorious conliellation that went out of the world clou- 
ded? and with what face ſhall a mir.ifter of Teſus Chriſt ſay more 1 
ofme then I dare ſay of my ſelf? How comes hisaſſurance if I want * 
mine? I know charity in this caſe is pleaded ; Burt I conceive { 
charity is enough ſhewen to ſay / hope, or we hope, if the tree may | 
be judged by thefraits;declare the probabilities,andleave the ſoule | 
to God: But I amnot arnongtan indocible kinde of creatures , ' 
that willrell me,they are too old to be taught, and I.cooyourg to | 
teach them. Toreturn therefore whence 1 digreſt, andto tell you 
what of theChtiſtian cannot be hidden,and what of them is hidden. 

I. The alt; of his grace: cannot bee hidden , A Chriſtian muſt 
(hew his love to God: though God clouds himſelf to him ; If they 
have any habir of love in them,it will at ; For Love 5s ftirong as 
the grave, and jealonſie burnes like fire, Cant. $.6,7. AMany waters | 
cannot quench love ; Their zeale cannot bee hidde,nonot from _ 
__ _ world, 
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world, he catnotheare a wretch ſweare,ſee him drunk, profaning 


7 he z.cale of Gods houſe hath eaten wp the Chriſtian, as well as his 
malier : Thety pocrite learns thar politick pardox to ſee, and not 
roſe to ſee and winke : E {14h muli be zealous for the Lord God 
of hoſis ; Thehypocrice will tell you of dilcreti-n, © O that 19/1 
of diſcretion (laid hee) { and very well) that drrwves the jower of 
Godlineſſe out of che King dome! Diicretion indeed 1s commenda- 
ble, 7 he p:wdent man ordereth his «fairs with diſcretion , but ne 
with diſcretion a+ now impleaded ; Ihe Magiſtrate muſt be zeal- 
o1;s in his place ; chele rel] lym he mutt be mo\lerate, Summun 

jus ett ſ;mma mjuria, he mult not anger his rich neighbour, to le» 
vy the penaltie tor ſcaring orbialpheming , nor mike the poore 
men his enemies by executing the Statutcs for tip.ing and drun- 
kennelle, he. mult keepe his oath :vith di'cretion. andpunith (in 
with dilcret'on, and damne his owne loule with di cretion too ; 

The minilters they mult. aR by the hyp-xcriticall Newters luke- 

warrne principlesot diicreti« n too, they muti not reprove tation 
till they ſcehow it will be favoured above ; lee what governmenc 

wili be 1ercled and then peak again(t rhoie that opp2le it ; See 
the cruth of Chrift rent in peeces, his precious robe of truth rorne 


from by to bottome, his church rent limb from limb, cut in more 


peeces then the Levites concubine, yer mult chey Gy nothing; It 
were indiſcretion, want ofmoderation, bitter Presbyterianiume, 


what nor? to (peak againlt cheſe butchers;wait and ſee what will 


bee dc neabove andlo indeed it may be ſalvation may bee brought 
ro thechurch anorher way, but we muſt knory then afſured!y that 
wee,andour houles, and our fathers hou'es ſhallperiſh : The word 
of Godwasin /eremiahs heart as a burning firs but up in his bones, 
Ter, 20.9, Grece commandsa Chriſtian Magiftrate,and a Chriſti- 
an Minifter ſometimes beyond what che worldjudgeth diſcretion, 
witneſle that though an extraordinary ca.e of Phmens for Zimri 
and Coſb:, But alas where isthis zeale? we have more Dilcreeter 
(as the world calls them) then Gracious zealous preachers by 
one half, meer Gallioes that can (ce a Chucch rent in peeces, ſonles 


| perverted, truth torne,and they care for none of cheſe things : And 


we have more moderate Magiſtrates then Godly, more that the 
worldcalls honeft then God will thank for their honeſty another 
| D days 


Gods ſabbaths, nay,abuſing his Chrifts blood, but he mult ſpeake , 
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day. It was never before our dayes the Commendation ofa Magi. 
rate ro be laſt in aQtion, to do nothing agaiolt blaſphemers, He- 
reticks, &c. Where $ theſe pretended Chriftians graces? O awa 


with thele Cyphers on Benches; aR for Godor the Devill : When - 
Godcalls as in thete dayes,//ho#s on my fide, who? why do yehide * 


your heads in holes? were therea drammeof grace in your hearts, 
:t couldnot be but we ſhould lee a lirtleflame. 

! he attsof Chriſtians graces cannot be hidden. No,one muſt ſay 
of them in that ience Who 1s this ? 

Secondly, T heir graci:us and holy life cannot be hidden , They 
mult walk as it becomes children of the light ;they cannot be ſaints 
here, and Devils there ; their company be it goodor bad, ſhall be 
the better tor them : 1t wasa threywd failing of Petey, to ben Tew 
amongtit the Iewes. anda Gentile amongſt the Gentiles, Pas! re- 
proved him to his face tor it. Thus they arenot hidden; if chey be 
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Gedscoinc they will have his image and luperſcription upon them: 


How then are they hidden from the world , that they may (ay, 
who #5 this ? admiring her, that her beloved lo grear, lo glorious, 


ſhould luffer her toleane on him ? Many things in her are hidden, : 


eipectally theſe five : 
Firlt, Her b-eedwwy, that is hidden ; Not a beleever bur is a 
Kings daughter, borne of God, brother of Chritt ; doe the ſcorn'ull 


callants of the world think thus, that a Pelantly Chritiian is ber. | 


zer bred then they-that to boaſt o! their Genws c> proaves? do they 


think that the King ot glory 15 father to that leatherne ( hrilti- 
an? The Chriſtians face indeed di'icovers his father, he is Chri. ' 


fened with the name ot the rince of peace; Geds eideft !on gives 
them their name Chriftian, but this their breedr» g is hidden ; the 
worlds ſayes, Who is this ? [5 not this the Carpenter s Son 7 

ts, Secondly. HerValwerbat is hidden ; Who knowes the Value 
of a childe of God ? tholeare pretions creatures that are the paſ. 
five cteatures of the earth ; thoile Preciſians, Purt ans , cail them 


what you pleaſe, thoſe that have 7» 1a/ls here of crmell meckengs, . 


ſeourgings, yea moreover of bonds nnd 1mpriſouments, that are ſte- 


ned, ſawae m ſunder, tempted, ſlam with the ſword , that wander ' 


about in Sheep-thins and Goat-shins, being det itme, afflifted, tor- 
wevted,,O0ſtheſe the world is not worthy, Heb. 12. 39. $8. The 


worid.che fine world that gliRers incloth of Gold, knowes not 
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The Spouſes Hidden glory, 

the value of a Chriſtians leatherne dubler, Sub ſordrdo pallis jacer 
pretas the world wonders to (ee a poor creaturea peece of momen- 
tany duſt, leaning vponthe i'ri4 ce oi Glory, confiding in Cricitt, 
living upon Chritt, lo welcome to his houte,toprecio :5 inhis eyes, 


{o f:miliar with his heare, 1eti2yp, upon the Prince of glories bo-. 


ſore; they wonder wil ti:ey ate, what invit:ble bezuty this 
Prince ſhould ter hiseyes on, they fee notuch worth in the Chri-» 
tian, theretore they lay, Que e,! 1/1? 110 15 thy that comes wp er 
What hidden beauty 15ini.er? ber Fu/ne is iden, 

Thirdly, Her joy and p: ace tl it is hiigden, The »poule of Teſus 
Chiilt is a carelelie creature, yet nar kcvre, ſhe is a calme in all 
tenipett zlet the winds blow ard tne waves beat 1! is het'© is /oun- 
ded upe.na rock.the vares o! hel cannot prevaile againit it; Let 
heaven and earth ruſh rogerher ye! the Chiittianisla ce, Theie are 
ineſpeci.ll five owmy and terpeltuous dayes, which trouble the 
worldling. and ti>ey areall lun-ſhiny ro this Spoute, ſhe bath joy, 
and peace joy full peace, andpeacerull joy in a.l. 

The firfi 1s :ho day of iehneſſet. hrs body; The worldlipg cries c ur 
1m) barthen is too heevy for me to bear gthe Saint layes, O wy Ged ! 
I willkifſe thy rod ; Thy red as well as thy /. - ff. ſhallcom'ort we; 
The rod ot God to the Chriſtian is made of everal! beughs of 
joy andtwigsot confolaticn: Though he {1/15 me (faith /ob yet I 
will truſt m kim; 11 ho1, this that hath ſuch peace? taith the world- 
ling; Her peace is hidden. 

A ſecond temp: ftuous day is the day of trouble to the Spirit; let 
the worldling, be a little troubled in ipirir , his toule conicience a 
little ſhakedup, the Rink choaks him : Give mean halter, (2ith 
ludas : Oh what ſhall he doe? Now he is damnd , that never 
wou'd beleeve any ſuch matter as damnation before , he thar 
would beleeve no ell till hee felt ir ; and tcarce any one wicked 
wan but hath at icmetime or other, aſtorme in hiscon!c': ace, for 
all tFe flattetedpeace of their lout - the merryeſt youth. it Demos 
critxe had the Anatomizing of him, would be tound to have ſome 
melancizoly inhim : Eſey ſayes they are like a foaming ſe conting= 
ally caſtmg forth mire and dirt; Now here hath the Chriſtian peace, 
the winds and the waves obey her Maſter; If the winds blow, ſhe 
calts but our heranchor of hope, and the ſhip of her ſoule is (till ; 
though ſhe doth firike her fates a lictle, yer ſhe is ſure her cable 
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6b | 7 he Spouſes Hidaen glory, | 
canrot breake in her ſaddeſt ſorrowes : ſhe rejoyceth in the falva- | 
tion of God, ſhe findes a bottome in the deepeſt ſear, and as conh- ? 
dently looks, that ehongh ſh. goes ont weeping, yet m——_ precious ' 
ſeed (the ſhall rerurne ve one1ng, andbring ber ſheaves wit her; a3 . 
afte: a ftorme, the weather-beaten mariner expects a calme; the 
worldling wonders at her hope. that makes her not aſhamed, ar her 
joy and peace, that cannot be drowned in ſorrow and layes, 1# ho 
# thi: that cometh up ? 

3- A third rempeltuous day, is 4 diy 0 tro::ble mm the publicke 
State or Church; Pere theworlcling 1s diftraQed, and cries our, ' 
1 hat ſhall we ds to be ſaved ? In this day ſhe hath peace, ſhe trulis 
in God,and her God: able to delrver her ; ſheuſeth lawfultmeans 
toca'me theſe tempells, and throwes her God-diſpkealing /onas 
into the {ea; if all wi!l not doe, in a feet acquieſcency ot ſpirit, 
ſhereſts, laying, Pens ef, Ir is God, let h ms doe what ſeemeth hmm 
good : No liroakecan be unlovely that comes from the hand of a 

" tathey;, The Saints of God lee God, though he ride, »pon the wings 
of th wind, and nates the whirlewind hit chariot, andſhe doth not 
much care wherher ſhe goes to heaven in a calme or in a ſtorme, 
whether ſhebe gently raken thither, or wraptup ina fiery chariot, 
whether ſhe goes fairly by land, or ſivims through a lea of bloud ; 
The world wonders at this careleſſe, ſecurecalme and ayes, who 
is this? 

4. A fourth tempeſtuous diy, is the diy of death ; Oh ! here is 
the worldling troubled, now he fighs our (with the dying Empe- 
rour) eAnimula ! que vadss ? | have drunk away wy loule, worne 
away mine heaven, blaſphemedthe God that ſhould now fave me; 
Now poore ſou!e ! whither goeſt thou ? The ſpouſe of Chriſt goes 
downe tothe grave as willingly as the fleepy body goes to bed ; 
Indeed this virgin hath caue to gowillingly toir, ſhe goes but to 
ſee where herLord lay; It was her Bridegroomes bed, She loves 
che winding ſheetever finceit enyrapt her Saviour z The grave 
15 a bed of roſes to her, ever fince, and ſhe cries out, I deſire to be 
diſſotved,and tobe with Chriſt, which is beſt of all; She is of the 
Spirit ofthat 4 ing Saint, that profeſi, * fall the crownes and en- 
* prres, riches, honours and glory of the earth were on one hand, and 
* death on the other he would ſcornue them and embrace this : The 
world wonders at the ſerene death of the Saint, that the King of 
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eer.0.1s ſheu'db: a meſſerger of joy, the mo't fearu!l ching of 
thirgs t» be feare, r'1e molt joytull thing ro be emb aced: /4- 
laaw himlel' could ay, that ! ng be dyethe d ath 6 tle Righte. 
our let my Litter end be like hit; A as the Godly man his prace 
and ;oy ishidden . and when they lce bum l1.ting ny h's$ unJaunted 
 ead in this terrible day, they lay cr ncerning him, 4 ho is ehes ? 

q. The laſt rerpecſiuous day indeeditisthelaſtd y, he diy of 
Judgement : this dey but ina fancy the ti:cug'.ts of chis day, Oh 
| ow they troub e a worldling when they but think they hearethe 
trumpet lounding Alarum to this dreadiui! day ' Oh how ready 
are they to bave their heans like Nabas Cye within them, and be- 
c6me as cold as a Rone | how ready be'ore their time tocry, O 
Rocks, Kecks , full upon us. cover wifrom the face of the lamb When 
they hear but x] ofe words r. peated,, Behold / come like a theife, 
that ! (faies this wretc')) is that, Tetus whole blood Thave trampled 
upon. w boſe free grace I nave de'piled; that I (faics the Spoules) is 
the firlt letter otmy leſus,my ſweet andprecious /aviour; Oh how 

12d ſhall 1 beto ſee my husband with his gloricus retinue come 
to ferch me away to his bedot glory ! O come my precious Ielu ! 
my deare husband come quickly, Oh that the dayes of my wid- 
dowhcod were accompliſhed, Oh that I could tee but my huſ- 
bands face ip the clou:'s , that 1 might ſay, Lo this is my (Chroft, I 
have waited for him, Lothis1s my ( hri/; , I have waited for hy, 
I will vejozce and be glad im bn ſalu«tiovn. The world wenders 
what manner of ipirit the Chriſtian hath that is ſcared wich no- 
thing, what manner of peace it is tlat paſſeth all underſianding , 
he cries out Que eſt 4la? Whois this? Irmuſt conteſle the foun- 
rain though it be ota great depth, way not contain it ſelf within 
itsowne banks ; bur 1t full, ir muſt cunne over; The Saint maſt 
ſpeak his joy, if his heart befull, It muſt breath ont its comforts, 
] charge you tell my beloved, O ye daughters of Teruſalem,that Iam 
ſick of love; loy will ſpeak it (elfe , It isnot,it c2pnot be dumb ; 
Ifthe Bridegroome be with the Children of the Bride-chamber, 
they cannot mourne. 

1. But firſt, 7 he ground of their joy is not knowne, that is hidden, 
they know not whence the ſpring cometh that maketh the foun- 
rainoftheir joy ſo brimſullasitis ; they ſee them ſmile, but they 
' know not whereſore, 
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2. T he mea(ure of their joy is hidden; Irmay know by the brook, 
that there is water inthe fountain, but I cannot know by the ſhale 
low brooke what depth the water is that 15 in the tountaine : they 
way ſay for this, Whoiz this joytull creature + What 1s the Baſis ? 
How great isthe depth et her hidden joy ? what 1s ſhe? Who ir 
this that commeth? 

4+ Bu: Fourthly , 7 he Saints ſincerity is hidden , From the 
world? yea from one another infallivly : The Barb.r4s think 
Paul a murthererone day , a God another day, they know nor 
what any day : The dilciples are readier to accuſe themſelves then 
[redas : An unmixed company of Saints ts peculiar to the Church 
triumphant. 1wouldd:mand of any who plead for unmixed Con- 
oregations, by what infallible mark I ſhall know a (incere Chritti - 
an trom a deceittullhypocrite z and to my thoughts, that citle of 
V:jible Saints (eernes to have contr.1diftionem in t:rminis ; tor 'f 
they be ſaints they are not viſible ; at lea(t the truth of rheir *aint- 
ſhip isnot vifible; And why it isnecellartly required ro thecon- 
ſtitution of Gods Church, that they be !uch as my deceivable eye 
judgerh Saints, which may be the eldett children of perdirtion and 
the worſt of devils, 1s tuch a riddle, as 1 mult profefſe I cannot 0- 
pen. nor can{ | ſuppoſe any conſiderable rea on be given tor ir. 

It wasa true laying of him, © To have none good. 15 the proper. 
** ty of « ( burch malignant; to have all g00d,and non: bad, 1s the pro- 
* perry of the Church I: inmphant; to have [01.6 good and ſome bad, 
"ir the property of the (hurch Mltant: Only God and their 
own'coniciences know their finceritie ; O / o 4 remember Low / 
have walit before thee ( (aith Fiezekiah ) Grd knew,and his own 
con{cience knew: The *aints fincertty 15hidd. n tc the world;they 
are ready to ſay Who is this? what wine bibber? as concerning /ohs, 
What ir1endot Publicanes and finners? as concerning Chritt, What 
Babler? as concerning Paal. What F nritan ? What Round-head? 
as now adayes, Who isthis ? 

5- Laſtly, The Saints Glo: #5 hidden, their future eftare ; and 
this 15 one reaſon why the 1yorld deſpiterh them ; the world nleth 
romake much of great men, Kirgs and Queenes; but their great- 
ncfle mult be viſible ; rhe world would be kinder to them, it they 
knew tkey ſhould be their In .iges, andfureenough they ſhall ; ic 
15 WLILten, 7 he Szints ſi! judge the world, they (hall have —_ 

ome, 


dome, when theſe ſhall go tohell; and an hidden Kingdome it 15, 
I Cor. 3. ©. E ye hath nut ſeen, HOY CAYEC hea rd nw can it enter mio 
the heart of man to coeerve what thing « God hh preparea forth m 
that love him. So much may lcrve tor the Doctrinail part; now 
let us bring what ycu tiave heard to practite. 

1. Letthis be a cautionary reproot to the men of che world : 
no ſuch deipited handtullot duſt andaſhes as tlic little flock, the 
hanatull o: Chriftiars ; the mcuth of every dogge 1s open againſt 
them : O let what thou haſt heard of their glory, be a bridie1n thy 
lips, and an hook in thy noltriils ; The leatt and meanelt of them, 
thoughc ad in raggs, is a better man, ot better breeding, of more 
yalue then thov art, that 2bateſt them, though in cloth of Gold 
andcloak of * carlet ; Sair ts are precicus creatures, Firit, Con- 
{der © he is the Spouſe oi the King ot glory; Mighty 'c:us 1s her 
busband ; Art thoua gallant and batt thoua wite of thy boſome? 
tellme, what wouldli theu do to himeshat in thy ab!enceſhnu'd 
turn her out of doores. or kick her about the fireers? Is nor the 
Lord Chriti ({tlinkit thcu; as rerder ot his,as thou canſt be of thy 
Spc ule? She 15 the wife ot an Omniporent Chriſt, who/e power 
makeshimable, and whoje iove makes him willing ro avenge his 
Spoule : /Verily he will teare thee mn peccet, and there (ha{lbe none to 
detrver thee : Her \asband is one that non- can Rand bet re, when 
heis argry: if he be angry but alutle, Bleſſed ave all they that tru? 
in him: O take heedit hedrawes his ſword, wo unto thee ! 2nd he 
loves his ſpou'e; for concerning her, he hath ſaid, He that tomeherh 
you, toucherh tbe-apple of wrive eye, Beware, O Beware of the Ap- 
ple of C ods eye: Ihad rather lie under the tcerichen bat rrexd upon 
the toe of Godschilde, Imight draw lome arguments from Love, 
as this trom tear,conlidering ſhe 1s 10 lovely,toglorious a creature, 
But Iwill uſe but onemore, from thelatrer part of my doRtrine, 

2, Remember (ke is an biddrn ankuowne creature ; we have 4 
Provetb, De abſentrbui & morinn nihil malum , ipeak no evill of 
thoſe that areablent or.dead : we may purtin a third, de 1gnotis; 
Ingenuity commands us,as well not to wrong thole we know nor, 
as thole that are dead, orab ent ; O rhar rhete few words might 
bridle the tongues.otwrerehes, from abnling thar/peare Hirde flock 
which God is1otenderof, that his eye will not endure ro ce any. 
of xt wroppred it whe-eaft ſort, before they repept them of the 
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wrong they offer to them, before this Spovſe cries out to nerÞut- 
band andhis wrath be k'ndled in his 5 eaſt but a lict'e; his wrattt 
is ar ſooner kindled then quenched, 

'n the tecond p'ace, ic may be applied by way of di!covery : 

Ficit, To diſcover the reaſon u hy the cJren of God mect 
with ſuch ccurle handling from the men of the world; they are 2c- 
counted as the off ic-ur ng ofthe worid,an! refu eof rheNarions; 

It is becauic they are hid ten 8xes, the world knowes chem not ; a 
King may walk ina place where he is rot knowne, and the mean. 
eſt Pea ant nor ftirehishatteto him ; an Emperour may walk in 
a torreigne Natic-n,and the moſt ſordid clowne nor give him the 
way ; Thecaint is here in 2 {t angecontrey ; he 15 in, but not of 
theworld: / am & ſofourner a»d « pilgr mhere((aid the holy man) 
ar allmy fatherewere; Their dwelling ( wheir fixed dwelling , I 
me:n) is not inthe world, they have tents, but they will bniid no 
Tabernacles ; They will (carce ſay /t is good for us to be here; their 
VoICe IS (upto diſſolvi, I deſire tobe di, olved, andbe with 1 hrift ; 
Thejr inheritance is above the Narres, their manfion houſe in the 
land of glory.; if oncet? ey come in heaven, the Saints ſhall Court 
th m, thebleſſed Angels ſhall wait upon them , the King of glo- 
ry their Father ſhall bid them welccme, and their Bridegroome 
give them joy; there they are known, here they are nor, The 
world laies of them, #/ ho ae theſe ? 

2, This may, Secondly , dilcover a difference berwixt the 
meaneſt Sa'nt, and the grearelt Worldling. Are they fo glorious 
in Cods eyes, hoy mean ſoever in the eyes of men? learre then 
that a leathern doublet may be more precios then a ſcarlet coat : 
Theſe are born ot God: the Devill is their father, how great (0- 
ever their parentage be : You are of your father the dewill, Ich, 8, 
44- There's their Breeding in Gods Heraldry. eAnd the lu”s of 
their father they will doe : There's their Carriage. No:with- 
ſtanding their gay clothes, they are clothed with the ragges of un- 
rightecuineſle, and their garments are ſfotted with the fl-ſh, Their 
belt c!othcs w 11 not cover this Nakedneſſe ; The Saints are glo- 
rious, theſe inglorious creatures, in the ſight of their God, 

- 3. Thiidly, Are the Saints hidden creatures? This may then 
informe us, that «/l is nor Gold that gliſers ; the (incerity and ha- 
bir of the Saints graces is hidden : every one in {ſr4el is not of 1/- 
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»ael : Saints are hidden creatures ; hidden to others, and ſome- 
thing modeſtly retired to themſelves : they are luch as we muſt 
ſay of them , Who are theſe? I like not thole that are too 
much their own truwpets ; when I heare one boaſting of his 
oraces, (which, by the way, is the beſt beauty he hath roglory 
in, if heemight glory in any thing, when hee hath nothing 
but what hee hath recerred) invitmg, othe 15 into his chariot tg 
ſee his zeale for the Lord God of Hoiis (25 Jehn once did Jo- 
adab ; ) tlicugh 1 had rather call a mars title to his lands, 
then his tit!e to the Kingdcme ot heaven in queſtion, whicl: 
is his beſt inheritance; yet 1 am ready to ſulpet ſuch + crea - 
ture, that there i5 more without then within 5 more in his 
forehead then in his heart: 1 am ready to feare the Cirtie; 
rurning out of the gates ; the empty veſſell lound ng mot. 
Itis a pretty Simile ot a quaint Divine of our owne, Thoe 
Merchants and other Whole-1la'e men in a City, whoſe ſhops 
are of greateſt vaiue, and have molt tolid Merchandite in them, 
ſer no great ſhew our at their ſhop windowes, perhaps th-y 
are ſhut up, whiles the poore Pedlar layes out every piece of 
Ribband, and bit of Lace hee hath : The lolid and ſerious Saint 
is an hidden creature ; of whom we mult ſay, Who ts t/ 55? 
Hee doth not care to fer out 1o much at his windowes as hee 
bath in his ſhop ; and yet not {o hidden, but communicative 
1pon occaſion too, 

To demon(trate that the ſmell of Chrilts ſpikenard is up- 
on hisclothing, that his garments j/mell of Ayrrhe, 4loes and 
Ceſſia; whiles the pedling hypocrite hangs out every iceming 
grace to the eye ot the world ; I am atraid at rhis time there 
1s many a painted Theban Lady in the Churci of God, thar 
will not endure tc waſh her face : many a painted hypocrite, 
that darenot come at the fire, We lay, Good Wine needs no 
Buſh : The good Chriſtian needs no Trumpet. The beauteous 
face looks moſt beautitull chrough a vaile; and odours will 
imell through a covering : Ir is the painted lewd firumpet 
that walks the Rreers brazing every one ſhee meets, that calls 
to every one tolook on her beauty, and invites the wild-eyed 
paſſenger to her lodgings. The modeft Gentlewoman veares 


a Valle, and 1s only ſeen under that, It is the [truer in Chri- 
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fianity that proclaimes her beaury ro all, and ſounds a trum- 
per before her, andinvices all to kitle herbcaule ſhe is Chrifts 
Spoule, O friend rake heed. let r'here be more in thy heart, 
and leſſe in thy tongue ; Chritts Spoute 1s all-glorious, bur 
not vain-glorious : Glorious , bur it 1s within : See hath a 
glorious inſcription, but her ſup-ricription is not in lo hig cha- 
racers. You will ſay of the Saint of God winles you have a 
olympe of her beau'y through her vaile, i/ho & this ? As 
for the other, you ſhall not need ask w!1o they are, thcy are 
the en Iy Church of Chrit, 1 he godly party, T H 7 well- 
affeiled, Theſe lay. Stand by your ſ:lves ; come nit neave t9 
4 ; Wewiilhave nocommunicn with you ; or we are helier 
then yot, The lioly God make them more ho!'y ; but rhe 
Lord vrant that none of thete boalters be a ſmo'e in Gods noſe, 
ve find them a fire that burnes all the day, Iſal.65s 5. 

The next Lle 1s of Exhortation : to reach all of us ſere- 
rall leftons, 

1, Tothoſe that ate not yet married to this Kingof glory : 
O that this day might bea day of efpoulalls! And me thinks | 
1 have ſpoke enough to perlwade with poore creatures, thar 
are vile duſt and aſhes, to conſider hoy glorious they are made 
atter this wedding day. What is there defireable inan husband 
that is not to be found in this mighty Jeſus ? I know but 
foure things that can make a Bridegrome defireable ; all which 
Are to be ſound to the higiieſt in che Lord Teſirs Chriſt ; 
7. Breeding. 2. Beauty. 3. Riches. 4. A loving ingenu- 
ous nature, Tam come this day to plead for my Maſter with 
you ( friends) who are but duſt and aſhes: Doth any one 
here think that the marriage of Chriſt will diſparage their 
houſe? and his crofle diſhonour their coat ? Know { friend 
my Maſter (whoſe love 1 tender thee) is the Sonof the Lord 
of lords ; the Heire of heaven and earth ; One that hath al- 
wayes been brought up inthe Cour: of glory : One that in the 
day ot thine eſpouſalls to him ſhall put a degree of honour more 
pon thee,though thou wer't the Empreſle of the world before, 
No honour like the honour to be call'd the ſons and daughters 
of the molt High. ' If thou haſt an ambitious eye, here is an - 
obyect of highett honour for thee; thou ſhalt be daughter ro | 
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that King that cap bind Kings 1 chaines, and Nobles in links of 
iron ; and Brideto him that ha:{11 Emperors for his meanell ſer- 
vants, and is Heire of eternity, | 

2. Haſt thou a wantoneye ? yviil bezuty move thy affeQi. 
cn? My Mafler 1s rhe faireſt of ror thouſand, white and ruddy, 
Cant. 5-10. His head 1s of meſt fine gold, his locks buſhy and 
black #5 4 Raven, &c. See the full deicription of him in that 
Chapter. The creatures beauty is mouldring paint, but His na- 
tive beauty 15 pe: manent glory, 

2, Haſt thou a covetous eye? and doelſ? thou look tor a 
great joynture? My Matter hath it for thee : Hee is rich in 
inheritance, heaven 18 his, «nd earth 15 his, and the lea is thework 
of his hands, He1is rich in moveables: Every beaſt of the fur- 
reſi is his, and the cattell upon a thouſand hvls : T he fowls of the 
wountame,and the wild beaſts ofthe field, Ay, and a'l is thine : 
for hee can with-hold no good thing trom thote that live up- 
rightly. The Father of gory gives all with his Son in marti- 
ave. He hath given us his Son ; ſhall hee not with him give 
vs all things ? 

4- Halt thou a ſober ivgenuous eye ? that thouthinkelt love 
i5 the beſt riches, and a certairty in that the bett joynture ? 
Know that my Maſter 1s of a loving rature too, Read this de- 
Iicicus Song ; tell me what Gallant ever courted his Miſtrefſe 
(rhovg]: tar above himlelt with ſuch Rethoricall exprefſions of 
love as this precious Feſws woes poor dult and aſhes? O rellme 
(pcore creature) how wouldlt thou delire to try my Maſters 
love towards thee? O man, did ever Bricegrocme do lo much 
for his Bride ? why man? he hath come and lett his pailace of 
Glory, for thee, and lived aicornfullredious lite upon the earth; 
he bath pleadednight and day with his angry tather in heaven 
for thee: that thy toule might not bedamned; but thou mightR 
be married to him;be hath made theea path for thy prayers to 
his father, andthcu haſt not had a gracious anſwer to one pray- 
er, but hath ccme under Chriſts hand, and been lealed with my 
maſters blood, Wilt thou try him by what he hath or will lufter 
torthee ? Why poor creature, tor thee hathhe been buffered, 
beaten, whipr, prickt with a crowne of thorns; for thee did he 
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ſuffer his precious ſide tobeript with a ſpeare ; for thee did that 
precious bloody ballamy teat trickle down his lacred cheeks, 
tor thee was he nailed tocroſle, for thee he did ſutfer ſuc't ror - 
ments as made his dying ſoule cry out, Els, Eli, lama ſabachthani? 
is this no ſuffering?doth not he delerve thee, that hath ſuſtered!o 
much for thee that arr bur a pezce of momentary clay * The 
Gallant perhaps will venture his life for his Miſtreſſe, but my 
Maſter hath more then ventured his life for thee; he embraced 
death for thee ; He knew heſhould dye; yer to ſheiy that he 
valued not his heart blood for thee, he ſhund nor rhe croſle : I 
doubt whether a gallant would fight a duell 'or his Love , if he 
wetecertainhe ſhculdbeſlainin that duel : Butthismy Malter 
hath done tor thee, Some have a trick to try the conſtancy of 
their lovers, by making them long ſuitors : If they be content 
rowoe levenyears, then perhaps they will love: This isbur an 
unmannerly trick ; bat yet thus hatt thou tryed my Lord, and 
Malter(molt unworthy c:eature) He hath proved himieltcon- 
Rant in his patient woings and waitin: s upon thy icorne ; this 
hath been his woingplace ; every miniſter came with a loye- 
letter trom my Matter tothee ; He hath come him!elte many 
2 timeand knockt at the door of thine beatt, whil!t thou haſt 
been in bed with fin ; yea he harh Rood and knocke while his 
locks have been wet with the devy of the night ; O hardhearr ! 
Why doſt thou tire out my Maſters patience (molt worthleſſe 
creature?) Wilt, hath he nor faid for thee long enough? is nor 
yet the conſtancy of his love approved to thee ? What,was it for 
2 portion he ſhould have with thee what portion bur fin? he 
mult give his blood to cleanie thee before he canembrace thee ; 
yet rather then looſe thee he will do it : O precious melting 
love! here love was tronger then the grave indeed; was ever 
lovelike his? Let me betamiliar with cheerhis day ; (1 would 
gladly make joy in heaven this day, for the marriage of ſome 
poor ſouleto my Maſter) What makes thee io coy and (corne 
tull? Art thou a creature of ſuch delerts doft thou think? 
What doſt thon deſerve? ifany thing, it ishell : yet he,even he 
who i51n heaven it ſelf,and glory ir ſelf;he woes thee. What will 
move thee? Thouarr vile and filthie, polluted in thy _—_— 
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loarhſome then a toad, worle then the ſtinking leper that gore; 
upand down the [tree's: O come,come this day.and be married 
tothe Lord Chritt; Take him,and him alone, not for the hes. 
ven thou ſhalc have with him, bur for the heaven tho: Nate 
have inhim ; he ſhallmake thee admired, thou ſhal: be a Queen, 
thouthat art the childeof the Devil ſhalt become the childe «© 
God; thou that wert ſo filthy ſhalr learne the carriage of a 
Kings danghter ; thou that werrt all dirty, and beſineared with 
fin, thalt become all faire ; T how art all fire my [ oufe + Thou 
that had(t nothing but raggsof iniquity, ſhalt nov be clothed 
with the glorious robes of rigtteoutneſie; Thai. 61. vert, x0. 
T hou ſhalt be cloathed with the garments of ſalvation and cover 
ednith the robes of righteonſueſſe: Th: u ſhalt be deckt li'e a Bride. 
roome, and as a Bride decks her ſelfe With jewells, He (hall 
make thee lo gliſter with graces, and ſhine with holineſſe in thy 
lite and converſation, that the worlds eye ſhall be dazl:d upon 
thee, and they ſhall tay ol thee,1yho is this ? 
O you that arechildrcen of piealure, Come ; O make haſte and 
be married to this glorious Bridegroome ; the King of g!ory 
waits upon you to honour you this day : O come to the \veds 
ding, becomes friends, and Eat of his fatnefle, and drink of 
his 1weetneGe , and be merry and rejoyce in the God of your 
{alvation, and let us all cry our, £ffice (O Chriſte ) nos dignos 
ut ad Nuptias /{gni aliquands introducamur, Lord make us all 
worthy of tuch a Bridegroome. 

Secondly, Are the Saints of God hidden creatnres, that 
the worldmult lay ot them, 1/hoareth:ſe ? Then 1udge nat,that 
nebe not judged ; Say not, Thisman is a Saint, and the other a 
Reprobate, lelt you condemne the generation of the juſt, and ju- 
fiifie the generation of the wicked, both which things are an abCce 
minationto the Lord. 

A Third branch of this uſe, may reach to the childrenof God, 
thoſe who are aiready marryed to this bleſſed Bridegroome, and 
made honourable and glorious by ſuch a marriage ; O carry your 
ſelves as the Brides ot to glorious a Bridegreome, as it becom= 
meth tho/e that ſhould not ſhame their breeding, thar the world 
may ſay concerning you, #ho #s this? you are made glorious , 
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vou were ipgloricus creatures: Firſt, Remember what you 
were, and catly yuur telves humbly : Phelip King of Macedo», 
wou'dalwayes be awaked with a mc mento of his mortality; 2nd 
1 1giliſcus would delight to hear Afementoguid fueris,O remem - 
her what thou wert ; Sch were ſome of you, humbled the be- 
lceving Corimbians, though now they were waſhed and [ant if; - 
ed; Ouanio Nobiltor es tanto te geras ſubmiſſies, Humility is the 
oe:tett Ornament of Honour : Thou art admired , bur it is 
Chriſt andtree grace that hath ſer the luſtre upon thee , and 
made thee admitable ; Admire him for his goodneſle, and let 
othersacmitethce tor thy humble carriage : The Leper was to 
brirg twobirds at hisclean6rg, the one was to be kijled, the 0- 
ther ler go, bur firlt dipt in the blood of the dead bird ; The 
Chriſtians heavenly lite mult be dipr in the blood of the bird 
which it hath killed: Though our fins be pardoned, they may be 
remembred to taras tomake us humble: Ler the world tor thy 

humble lowly carriage, lay, Who is thes ? | 

Secondly , Walk cthankf./y; Thou wert not honourably 
clothed, he hath giventhee the Robes of rightconſneſſ ; Thon 
wert without Ornaments, he hath given thee bracelers, and 
ezr-rirgs ; O be finging perpetuall Hoſanna's, ti:l thou ſhilt be 
cranſlated, and ſing perperuall Hallelujah ; Be alwayes laying 
Omd Retribuam, 0 Quid Retribuam? Wharſhall I? what can 
I render unto the Lord for his metrcie ? O that I couldpraile 
rhe name of my God ! whoſe mercie endures for ever, for his r1er« 
cie endu» (th for ever. 

Thirdly, Walk lovingly rowardsthis Bridegroome that hath 
honoured thee; thou wert naked , He hath clothed rhee with 
tae garments of Righteoulneſle and Salvation, © keep it on for 
his take; Thou wert damned, remember who ſaved thee , for 
ro matry thee; Thou wert rolled inthy blood ; Remember who 
gave his blood to waſh thee ; Thou wert filthy, and defiled, 
Remember who annointed thee with oyle, and made thy face 
roſhine, Thou wert clothed with raggs, O remember who puld 
oft his own robes roclothe thee ; Thou wert poore , Reaem - 
br who lett heavenaud glory to make thee rich ; Thou wert 
ftarved, Remember who gave thee his fleſh for mear , and his 
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bloodfor drink ; Thou did( play the Adaltereſſe wich him ; O 
remember wi20 natwitchltanding that, received thee again into 
favour, and let us all lay with that Holy man , Tota vite noſtr 
conforms ills reddatur qui ex amore noſtri totum ſe nobis confor = 
mavit, Let us inallour iite conf >rme our leives cohim, who 1:5 
of a meer principle otlove inall things made himlelfe conforma- 
ble uncous ; Artthou made a gloriouscreature? Walklovingly, 
that for that they may lay, #/h9 is this ? 

Fourthly, Keepthe girbeot of a Kings daughter yyalk accor - 
ding to thy place ; a Kings daughter 1s no conpanion tor every 
idle woman ; youthat are the Saints of GoJ,keep company like 
your ſelves : How precious 15 the communion o! Saints ? Ho 
unplealant 15 the co:npany of ſinners? Diſhonour not your 
ſelves. 

Fifthly, Walk D-p:ndently : The Spowle leans upon her 
Bridegroome, ſhe drawes her very breath from Chrilts lungs , 
Shebreaths through Chrilts lips. She is deſcribed here ro come 
up leaning ; O leanuponhisarm, it you be his Bridz, lean upon 
him for pardoning grace, upon him tor (trengthning grace, upon 
him for perte:ting grace, Begg not your bread out ot your hut- 
bands doores, it were aiigne he kept too poor an i19ule ro main » 
tain yOu» 

6. Laſtly, Walk chaſftly , that the world may ſe that every 
thought of your heart is bur as an arroiy draiyn trom the Quiver 
of your ſoules , and ſhor heaveniwacd, that your language 15 the 
dialect of (ane, and your ations all aiming at the glory of 
God ; that all the periſhing profits, and vaniſhing plealures 
ofthe world cannot flatter downe your heavenly toule to an 
houres lodging ; But you love the Lord your Chriſt , with all 
your heart, anda!l your ſoule, and will ſerve him with all your 
minde, and all your trength : Thus walk beleevingly , abuve 
meanes, beyond meanes , with and without meanes ; Leane 
when Chrilt may feem to draw away his ſhoulder ; Though he 
kills you, yet truſt in hm, and make the world admire and ſay, 
Who is thes ? 

Walk hnmbhy, Remember what you were, whence you are, 
what hath ſaved you,deſpiſingno Saint,humbling your ſelf ro all, 
that the world may admire.and Jay;Who is this ? Walk 
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Walk holtly and riehreonſly, defrauding none, graciouſly and 
rity before God clote with him, looie ro the world,and make 
the earthly world to tay, Who ts thus ? 

Wa!k loving!y to your husband, charitably to your brethren, 
judging none , ccndemr.irg none , honcuring all, becoming 
2!l rhings to all men, to gain ſome ; Rm , Inge» 
nuouſly , graciouſly, that the world may admire, and lay, Who 
is this? 

Watik finally as becomes the Brides of io gloricus a Brice- 
©roome.1n all places, inall conditicns, Remembring wit you 
are, and whence you are, letting your graces ſhine our, even to 
your enemies, till your gracious loul $ be lwallowed up in glory. 

Laitly, Let itbe a word of con!olaticn to all the Saints of 
Cod, that canſay with Hezekiah , Remember Lord how ] have 
walked before thee intruth, ard with a perfe&} heart ;, or with 
Peter, T hon knoweſt Lordthat I love thee ;, againſt all the icoffs, 
Nanders and malice of the world: Alas! they knoxy thee nor; 
not thy 6ncerity , nor thy joy , nor thy value, nor thy gloty ; 
carry thy ſelfe toglorioully before them, that rhey may lee the 
vertue that is in thee,and glorifie thy Father which is in heaven; 
then and not before, will the world: have a berter eltimate of 
thee, Ando I have Gone with the imperfe&tion of the de- 
{cription, from the interrogatory Who is thi? I now come to 
the deſcription it ſelfe, ( ometh wp from the wilderneſſe leaning 

upon her Beloved, 

We havealready taken 'notice oftwo travellers in this text : 
Chriſt 15 a traveller; for had he not come up with his garments 
died, from Bozya, we had been in the wilderneſle till, And 
his Spoule 1s a traveller, the text faith , ſhe comes wp from the 
wilderneſſe, leaning upon her beloved. 

We have took notice ofher glorious garbe , and her vaile: 
ſhe is ſtill upon ber march, let us now take a moxe full ſurvey of 
her,and enquire whence ſhe comes? and ho isher companion? 
andwhat her poſture ? 
 Whence comes ſhe ? E Deſerts. from the Wilderneſſe , that 
Is Terminus 49uo, theplace from whici ſhe comes, 

Whar's hermotion ? eAſcendit, She commeth np, 
Her polture is Leaning, [nnixa, The 
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' The perſon ypon v-hom ſhe lears , is Dilettwm, « Beloved; 
and ſhe hath a propriety in him, itis Dileftun ſunm. her Belo- 
ved : Who is thit that con. meth up fromthe wilderneſſe, leaning 
upon her Beloved ? 

DoR. /t is the property or the duty of the Spem;e of the Lord 
leſus C hriſt, to come out of the Wilderneſſe, leaning upon her Be- 
led. We mult take it in pieces, and handle the parts ſeverally: 
Theſefour things liecouchedin ir, 

1. 7 hat the Speu'e of Chrift hath had, avd may ſometimes have 
her dwelling inthe Wilderneſſe. That is implied, 

2+ 7 hewgh ſte hath had, and may ſomerimes have, her dwel- 
ling in the Wilderneſſe, yetſhe reſts not there, She comes up from i, 
Who is this that comes up ? 

. She cannot come up alore ; $he muſt come up leaning. 

4. Shewill lean upon her Beloved, and he will, andonly can 
bear her, 

Firſt, She hath hag, and ſometimes may have her dwelling mn 
the wilderneſſe : Here firlt I muſt open the terme Wilderneſſe, 
Secondly, 1 ſhall ſhew you what Wilderneſſe the Spouſe hath 
had, or may have her dwelling in. 

I ſhall open the ficlt in five or hx particulars, 

1, The Wildernefle is an wxtilled place, where wild na- 
ture is yet ſeen, that Art hath not yer ramed , no pruning 
hook hath lopt the over-grown trees , no plow broke up the 
ſoyle to make it fruitiull : The husband-man hath nor til- 


led the ground there ; nor can the reaper fill bis hand: It 


is a place juſt in its naturall tate , not yet manured. 

2, The Wilderneſle is a /ofing place ; no beaten road for 
the Traveller there ro follow, no land.marks, nothing to 
ouide him in his wey , hee 1s loſt if cnce in it ; hee looks 
on this fide, and on the other, forward, backward , every 
way , ſtill Lee fees himſelfe loſt , knowes not whither to 
goe : Hee 1s in a Wilderneſle , and knowes not the way 
Out. 

3- The Wilderneſſe is a davgerows place : A man in the 
Wilderneſle is a prey to the mouth of every Lion ; the Li- 
on 15 the King of thoſe waſte places ; and the Bears; Wolves, 
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Gockatrices , and Adders his leſſer ſubjeAs : There dwells 
the young Lion , the Cockatrice, and the Adder toge- 
cher , each one ſearching for his prey : It 1s a dangerous 
lace. 
; 4. The Wilderneſle is a ſolitary plece ; where hee that 
walks, as hee hath no path , ſo hee hath no company : The 
paths in the Wildernefle are not trodden , no beaten high- 
wayes are there ; no company but the Owls and the Oftri- » 
ches, the beaſts of the field, and creeping things of the earth : 
Nothing fit to be a companion for man : No,it is a Wilder- 
neſle, 

5. The Wilderneſle is a diſconſo/ate place : no curioſities of © 
nature to retreſh his ſpirits with ; Terror 15 round about him } 
no pleaſure to delight him. 

6+ Laſtly, the Wilderneſle is a place voyd of all proviſions : 
There is neither bread for the hungry , nor water for the 
thirſty ſoule ; no neceſſities, much leſle ſuperfluicies. 

The expreſſion is very apt : Such a Wilderneſſe, yea many 
a ſuch Wilderneſle the Spouſe of Chriſt hath had, and may ' 
have her dwelling in : 

1, A Wilderneſle of Sinne. 2. A Wilderneſſe of Sor- 
row. 3. A Wildernefle of Affiition. 4, A Wilderneſſe 
of Temptation. 5. A Wilderneſſe of Deſertion. Nay, laſt- 
ly, This whole life is but a Wildernefſe to her : Shee hath 
been in ſome of theſe , and may be in all of them; but out 
of all Shee cometh up leaning. Every one of theſe is the 
ſoules Wildernefſe : and as they come up to Chriſt, they come 
up from ſome of them ; and in their walking with the Lord 
Chriſt,they goethrough ſome of them ; and ſome goe through 
all of them. 

The firſt is Erexons pecoats, The Wildernefle of finne ; and 
every fonk is born in this Wildernefſe : Man ar firlt created 
dwelt in Paradiſe ; but alas ! hee threw himielfe our into the 
Wilderneſſe , and God lockr the Garden gate againſt him, 
Sinfull man preferr'd the Wildernefie before Paradiſe , and 
Godallots him his dyelling there : There was man throwne, 
and. all mankind born in it. We are all Wildernefle brars by 
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nature, Epheſ.2.3. Tow were children of wrath by HANNTE, £209 
as others. And finne may ell be calld a Wilderneſle ; it is 
ſtatus naturalss, our naturall condition : We are In a Wilder- 
neſle habit, when we are clothed with the raggs of iniquity, 
Ay :nd it is a ſlate as dangerous as the Wilderneſle : The 
Lion claimes him in the Wildernefſe as his prey ; and if hee 
ſcapes his teeth, it will be hard to e'cape the Cockatrice, and 
young Lion, and Adder, the leſſer fry ot deſtroyers: If in this 
finfull naturall condition we doe eſcape the mouth of the ros- 
ring Lion the Dewill, it is greatly tobe ſeared that the Beate, 
and the Wolfe, and the Cockatrice, the lefler judgements ot 
God, will ſwallow us up: we are childrenof wrath , as well 
paſſively as atively, ina dangerous condition, Laſtly, as the 
Wildernefſe is a place voyd of all neceſſary proviſions for the 
body , to is finne a Rate voyd of all neceſlary proviions for 
the ſcule: We are hungry, and naked, and bloudy , and fil- 
thy in our finnes, it is a Wildernefle dreſſeEze&, 16. fs 
for thy nativity, «n the day that thou wert born,, hy navell was 
not cut : neither wert thou waſhed in water to ſu ple thee, thou 
wert cut out in the open field, Ver\,8; Every ipoule of the 
Lord Chriſt hath been in this Wildernefle, Who is this that 
cometh wp ? 

The ſecond Wilderneſle is Eremms c ntritionis, The Wil- 
derneſle of contrition , or ſorrow for finne : Every foule is 
naturally in the Wilderneſle ; but every one the 18 in it ſeeth 
not that it is there: Every ſoule is born blind, chough mo 
think they ſee. When God opens the ſoules eyes, and ſhewes 
it the hell that jt treads over every houre, and makes the ſoule 
apprehenſive of its dayger , it conceives ir ſelfe in a worle 
Wildernefle then betore ; the phyfick works : the Patienc 
thinks it is nearer death then before it rook ir, Here ic cryes 
out, Oh, I am aloft undone creature ! Oh, whither ſhould I 
ge? on one fide behold terror / on the other fide delpaice 
If it looks up to-heaven,, there is an angry God ; if down- 
ward, there isa gaping hell: Oh, whicherſhouldit goe? Now 
- cryes our (with the aye) O what ſhall 1 doe to be ſaved ? 

am Joſt in my linnes / 1 am loſt - mine own righteoulneſſe 4 
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I knoy not what to doe: If Ray in my finnes I prith ;; if 

I goc out of the world I pzriſh. Here ſands che ſole rurn« 
ing it ſelfe every way , anJ ſeeing com ort no way, till che 
Lord Chriſt bowes the heavens, anJ thruſts out his arm2 of 
falvation, his ſhoulder ofmerics, and rake; tne foule by the 
hand, ſaying, Come (my Beloved) I will cell thee what thou 
ſhalt doz ; I am the way out of this wilderneſſe, come out 
leaning ; leane thy armeof faith u5on the ſhould-:r of my me- 
its ; Free grace is able to bzare thee : I am thy Welbeloved, 
and thy relbeloved is thine, And ordinarily the foule when it .. 
comes to the:Lord Chriſt, comes through this wilderneſle, this : 
lo6ng place of conviction and contrition, and weeps her ſelfe 
apath ; where ſhee would drown in the waters of 1/arah, if - 
Chriſt did not hold her up. Indeed God could have brought 
the Iſraelites a ſhorter Journey, then throvgh the wilderneſſe 
to Canzan; and ſometimes God miraculouſly drawes a foul to 
him'elfe, oncly by the cords of mercy : God is not tyed al- 
wayes to bring a foule the {ame road to heaven ; Elyahb was 
carried to heaven in a fiery chariot ; but the more ordinary 
way is by Jacobs ladder. The common way to heaven is by the 
gates of hell; the way to life is through che chambers of death, 
through a wildernefle: ho is this that cometh wp out of the 
wilderneſſe ? 

The third wil!derneſſe in which the Spouſe of the Lord Chriſt 
may ſometimes have her dwelling in, 1s the Welderneſſe of af 
firttions ; bodily afflitions I me2ne. A wilderneſle is a place 
fall of bryars and thornes ; and through ſuch a wilderneſſe 
(the holy Ghoſt tells us) lies the Saints way to heaven : By 
much tribulation | rmuch pricking of thornes, thornes in the 
fleſh ſometimes | muſt wee emer into the kingdome of God, 
The Spouſe harh a dirty way to goe to marrying in ; and 
when ſhee is married, ſhee bath a dirty way home too : A wil. 
dernefle oneither fide. The Apoſtle ſpeaks plain, Heb.11. 7,38. 
7 hey wandred ahout in Sheep-$kins, and Goat-1hms, being deſti- 
tute,a'fiifted, tormented, they wangred in deſerts,and in moun. 
tains,and in dens, and in caves of the earth; And who were 


rheſe that wandred thus in the wildernefſe? They were = 
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of whom the world war not wo-thy ; the Spouſes of the Lord 
Chriſt. And truly affligions way bee called a wilderneſle, 
for the diſconſolacy of them too ; they are times of for- 
row , no delights pleale ; the Spoule in atflition is in a wil- 
derneſle, ; 

4- A fourth wildernefle that the Spouſe ſometimes dwells 
in, is the wildern-ſſe of temptations 5 The Bridegroome him - 
ſele was in this wilderneſle ; Hee was led into the 111l- 
derneſſe , to bee tempted of the Dewill; The Spiric rook him 
thither , Matth, 4. verl. 1. and Pax! was in this wilder- 
neſſe, troubled on every fide, this 1s Sathans wilderneſle , 
that hee leads many a poore toule into, and it had beene a 
ſadde wilderneſle , bad not our W A Y beene there firſt :; 
If the Devill could have loſt our Saviour in it , wee 
ſhould never have found the way out of it : A dan- 
gerous, a dilconlolate place, well termed a wilder- 
neſſe ,. as the Saint wull tell you that hath beene in 
It, 

5. A fifth Wilderneſſe that the Spouſe is ſometimes in, is 
the #4 i/derneſſeofdeſertion ; Heres a iad wilderneſle, a deſert 
indeed , Quum Deans deſernit , When God hath forlaken or 
withdrawne himlelfe from the Soule ; this Deſert Chriſt him - 
ſelt was in, Eli, Eli, lamaſabachthani? My God, my God, why 
ha#t thou forſaken me ? way the voice of the Lord leſus hollow- 
ing in the wilderneſle: luch a wildernefle was the Spoule in,when 
ſhe ſought hm, but found him net Cant. 3+ verſ 2. In this de- 
ſect the ſoule is ſolitary, her God is gone, and (ſhe knowes nor 
what 1s become of him ; the ſoule never calls any company her 
company, it her God be not there : David was 1n this wilder- 
net{e roo, he is oftencrying out of the wildernefſe he was in , 
when God hidde his tace from him : The ſoule that belongs ro 
the Lord Telus goes through many a wildernefſe in this world, 
bur ſcarce any which Chrilt hath not walkt in before it, and 
hewen ita way through it ; through every wildernefſe we may 
follow the Lamb in tis own path. 

6+ Nay laſtly, The Saints wholelife below, is but awilder- 

E'3 neſle: 


*”7 


The Spouſes Hidden glory, 

neſle : Earth is a Chriſtians deſert; white ſhe lives here , ſhe 
lives in widowhoo4, it is a ſinfull place and a dangerous place, a 
thorny place, andaplace where ſhe findes an abatement of the 
joyes the ſhall be fivallowed up in glory, Mortality is bur Ae. 
ſzech, and her belt habitations are bur rents of Kedar , nothins, 
to the temple of Glory ſhe ſhall worſhip her God in hereafter; 
and tae former deſerts are bur as ſeverall corners of this wilder- 
neſſe ; but ſhe cometh up out of every wilderneſſe:; That is 
the next branch ofthe DoArine I halten to. 

Doar. 2. Thatthoughthe Saint of God hath had, and may 
have her dwelling inthe wilderneſſe, ſhe reſts not there,but cometh 
#p out *f it, 

: She hon up: It ſeems ro argue a propriety inthe motion, as 
if ſhe were not drivennor drawn up, anda voluntarinefle in the 
motion, as if ſhe were nor compelled nor made to come , but 
of her ſelf came and ofher own Rrength,andyet not of her own 
firength neither; her own leggs would not bear her, for ghe rext 
tells us ſhe comes up leaning, ſhe had fallen had ſhenor leaned. 

Here is the Queſtion (tared ; what the ſoule doth rowards 
its converſion, what power of doing any thing trending towards 
its converſion before it is ſanRifed, or after it 15 ſanSiified, 
whether it be meerely pafſive , what ſhe may doe , what ſhe 
rannor doe, how farre ſhe may come , where (he mult leane ? 

Whether hath the ſoule any power to come up out of the 
wilderneſle of fin.to the Lord Chriſt, co move one Rep heaven- 
wardot it ſelf? And here 1 have a narrow path ro rread berwixt 
the Pelagiansand Arminians on the one fide, that would make 
the foule hare more power then it hath : and the Antinomians 
and Sectaries onthe other fide, that are fo farre from hoiding 
that rhe ſoule hath no power to come to Chriſt , that 
they would make us beleeve ſhe hath no power to come to 
Church neither. 

I ſhall not know hoy to determine this Queſtion better 
then m the words of pious and learned Biſhop Davenart, 
Determ, Q. 9. p.46. {Non poteft quodvis opus ex diva pro= 
mſſione, ad 1m, etrandam peccatorum vemiſſionem, aut «d enn- 
dam poſſeſſionem regni calorum ordinatum, The ſoule cannor 
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Ged, to obtain pardon of fins, or poſſeſſion of the Kingdome 
of heaven ; ſhee cannot ſaving!ly beleeve, repent, love, &c. for 
theſe arethe as of grace, and God 1s the fountain and donour 
of all grace. 

r. Burfirſt, She may, by Gods generall reſtraining grace, 
without ſpeciall and ſaving grace , abſtaine from grofle finnes; 
the heathens did fo; the light of nature which God keep; 
from none, will ſhew her that this 1s darkneſſe, 

2, Secondly, Shee may by Gods exciting grace , without 
any ſaving grace performe many previous actions that are re- 

uired of men to faith and repentance ; ſhe may by vertue 
of Gogs generall grace , his exciting grace, goe to Church, 
hear the word of God, meditate ot God , peccata propria 
conſiderare & ſenſu eorum expaveſcere , laith Dr. Davenant ; 
Ay , andſhee may begge deliverance from that wofull condi- 
tion, which ſhe apprehends her ielfe in; bur ſhe (tirrs nor 
one of theſe iepps after a ſpiritual!, but after a naturall man- 
ner, till the quickning grace of God come : A man may in 
2 wilderneſſe conceive himſelfe loſt , look about for the way 
our,call for help, be willing ro be out, yer not be one ſep in the 
way that will lead him out ; and this the foule muſt doe fo far 
as 1t Cat : Negamus etenim hanc gratiem regenerantem , in- 
funds hominbas, mertibus ſed animu per verbum Dei ereftis, 
& ſubattis, & per prediftas atiiones quodammodo diiþoſi- 
tir, viz. We deny that regenerating grace 1s infuſed into 
floathfull men, but into foules ſubdued by Gods word and 
law , and after 2 manner diſpoled by the foregoing aRions; 
yet wee ſay, that even thele forgoing aQions bave their 
firſt motions from God ; and the queſtion is whither God 
doth nor firtt work a ſight and ſenſe of finne, and an humi- 
liation tor it by his exciting grace , before he comes with 
his regenerating , quickning and ſaving grace into the ſoule ; 
we ay he doth in his ordinary courle of his diſpenſations, 
{Only 1 muſt herc be {afely underſtood that 1 ſpeak according 
to mans apprehenſion; for in reipeR of God, nothing is firit 
Or laſt, hee works all in an inſtant, all graces togerher in the 
foule; bur the queſtion lies not whether God works the ba- 
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doe any thing that 1s ordained by God, or hath the promile of 
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bit of I epentance befere the habit of Faith, or no; for with - 
cut guetticn he werks together all his works ; but whether 
Ged makes humiliation act before faith , which wee lay hee 
Coth. Eſa and /aceb may be in their mothers wombe to» 
gether , but # ſaw may come out and be leene in the world 
tefore /acch ; yer not tyivg up the Almighty to this method, 
whoc:nand willwork any way , even which way it plealcth 
him : Nor doe we fay that any ſuch previous ation can be per= 
torwed by the Creature, wt de werito congrus tencalnr Gratian 
dare , That God is bound for tne deſert of any ftich previcus 
acticn to give his inward and regenerating quickning gr2ce - 
Bur yer this we lay, that in the church of God, where men are 
dayly ftirr'd upby the word and ſpirit to repent and beleeve 
lavirgiy, Cod willgive (though nor for any ot the!e previous 
or diipohtory actions, yer) freely, regenerating grace toall ſuch 
as arec:pable of ir, ulefſe they have refiſted the Sp-rit of God 
in the preceding operations , and rejz<Red his quickning grace ; 
but jet wedeny , that any wan can performe thele actions 10 
but he will oftend and refift the Spirit of God in them: Now 
why whenas all rehſt , God ſhould rejeR tome, as they have 
rejected him, and leave them to the hardneſſe ot their own 
hearts, and work irrefifiibly on others who have reſiſted 
their God as much, and break open their hearts, though lock'd 
andbarr'd againſt him, and fill thcemwith quickning grace, and 
pulla Lot cut of Sedow by force, nd drayy a toule out of the 
wilcernefle by head ard ſhoulders, I ſay,why heſhould doe it , 
when wo ate grinding at the tame mill, rake cne andleave 
thecther ; whentwoare inthe lamefield, why the one ſhould 
bee raken the other lett ; when two foules ate equallin duties, 
talting, mourning, in the way that God hath appointed , why 
hee ſhould bavlk this and take the cther , when perhaps that 
which is taken hath beene the leaſt penitent roo , Iwill con- 
clude with Dr. Davenant,is Sacrum CMiiterium divine vo- 
luntati relignendams, Alacredand fecret myliery to be left rothe 
divine pleature, and the reaſon lies in the agents own breaſt; It 
15 becauie he will have mercy wpon whem he will have mercy , and 
whom he wills he hardeneth ; God ishis own reaſon, and his free 
grace 1ts owne cauſe, 
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Sothen wee conclude, that the ſoule cannet move one foat 
to a ſpicituall action (piritually , not by any commongrace , it 
muſt be onely by Gods _ and ſaving grace. So 
that to anſwer yet more diltin&ly ro the Queſtion, 
In reſpc& of Gods exciting and preventing grace ,if. wee I, 
looke fo farre wee cannot come, but that preventeth us : Wee 
are as clay in the hands of the Potter, weerare all dead in 
ſinnes. | 
But when the Lord hath changed the ſoule, then it com- 2 
meth. The firſt motion upon the will is fron Cod, before there 
js ally motion of the will unto God ; but when the will is hea- 
led of God, then the foule commeth, then the foule which was 
meerly paſlive betore,is ative,8 wil endeavor to do ſomething 
for that God, that hath done ſo much forgher. It followes, the 
drawing of Gods moſt holy Spirit: Draw me (faith the Spoule) 
and I will runne after thee. Firlt, I mult be drawne ; but then 
I will runne : In the ſame moment God makes us to will, and 
wee will ; and yet all the efficacy of the Action comes from 
It is certaine (faith Awg»fine) That wee are willing when (4, vo vs. 
wee are willing ; but he makes us willing , that workes un'asto vele quam ve 
will and to performe,Ph14.2.1 3. And fo he, ia wi 5%: , Craps lnmns, ſed ile 
Nola ; God drawes, bat he drawes the ſoule that is willing : /4c# *# veli- 
Ay,but firſt, 4444aw9r wir, he makes it willing. So,l have ſhew- [p79 FEE 
what proprietie the ſoule hath in the Action, bow the come yege. 
meth , and how willing ſhe is tothe motion. She is drawae, 
but.ſhe 1s willing to be drawne to Jeſus Chriſt. But firit, the 
is made willing before ſhe is willing, ay , and in her life , after 
ſhe is come to Chriſt, in her walking with Chrilt ; Nox ſus 
confidit viribus, (he truſts not her owne ſtrength, ſhe even then 
commeth /eari»g, which is the next Branch of the Doctrine I 
have to handle. 
Though (he comes up from the wilderneſſe, yet ſhe comes #p, 3. 
wot of her ewne flrength, bat leaning. 
Firlt; Let us enquire what the expreſſion bolds out to us. 
Secondly, What is the ſoules hand. 
. Thirdly, Who it is ſhe leanes upon. 
Fourthly, What in him ſhe = trult to, and how in cve- 
hay ry 
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ry wilderneſſe ſhe leanes, and out of every wilderneſle comes 
up 16amnge : FEE 299%, 
\ 3 conceive, here are faure _ hinted io this expreſkion 
leaning , Which I may terme the foure fingers of the Spoules 
hand, which ſhe laycs upon her Saviours ſhoulders, 

riit , /t doth argue that the ſonle 15 weary , otherwiſe (be' 
would not learn. 

Secondly , Ir is 4 willing poſture ; I amnot forced toleane, 
I doe it willingly : The ſoulc that comes up with Chriſt is wil- 
ling. 

T virdly . It is apoſture of love ; Otherwiſe ſhe would not 
leane. 

Fourthly, t doth argae 4 confidence that the ſoule. hath inthe 
Lord , that he is able ta baaze her; Otherwite the would not 
truſt the weight of her-foule upon him. 

Flt, 1t doch argue we-w-:xeſe ; It (he were not weary the 
Would not leave. Humiliation is 2 preface to faith , and the 
way to be found is.to be loſt. It is not a leaning of wanton- 
nefle, but a leaning of wearineſſe ; O Lord, 7amfſinking into 
Hell, let-me {ave my felte from ſinking by thy ſhoulders; / am 
talling, Lord lct.me leane ; whiles the ſoule bath any ſtrength 
to-gor , it is too proud to be beholden to leane ; Come nnto me 
Je that are weary avd heavy /aden,and Iwilleaſe you,Nat.1 1.299 
Eir{t, weary ; then come : Firit, heavie laden; then 1 will 
ealc you.: What ſhell / doe to:be ſaved (laith the Gaoler? ) O 
Lan loſt ! undone } /am at a Non-plus 1 O what ſhall 7 doe ? 
[:2m. weaty !.for Lam farce readier to. beleeve , That that 
Voice,t#haz ſha 1 doe ? igrather the Voice of the foule (at it's 
»:/;x/:7.1) Sadly ſenſible of it's loſt and miſerable condition, ſuf- 
nCently humbled wthe fenſe ob it,then the voice of a ſoule, 
thiprkangit might Jac.any thing that might be but in the lealt 
cont:1outary to the deſert of talvation. 1 cannot be perſwaded, 
t04013ks, thar waen the Gaoler ſpake thote words, proltrated 
by Iimiliation at the Apoltles.feet,that he had the lea _ 

wr} 


that be equid throw 1n-fo muckas two mites imo the Tre 
of free grace. Eut as it is.the-ordwary ſpeech ot one Exown'd 
in the depthof ſorrow, amazzng ſorrow; O what ſhall '/ doe? 
\y dg44i4ll{.doe?: though atthat: inftant they know they can 
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doe nothing to helpe themſelves. So the Gaoler , in a true 
ſenſe of his own loſt condition,cryes out, O what [hall] doe? he 
was weary, it wastime forthe Apoltle to bid him leane, then 
beleeve (faith the Apoſtle} ad tho ſha!r be ſavea, Itis but 3 


wreſting of the place, or mocking it rather, tv wo to per- 


{wade that duties preparatory were here excluded. Surelv,had 
not the Apoſttes teeae him tumble@ im ſome degrees ;"they 
would as well have pretixed Repent here, as Petey did tortem, 
AA. 2. KRepent, and be baptized. The Fig-lcate istoo thin to 
cover thele Opinioniſts nakednefte ; Chi came wot tocallthe 
Righteows , but firers to repemtance, He is a Saviour , but it is 
for them that are loſt m their owne feeling tov. And the truth 
of itis, thefonle ſcorns to leane upon Chrilt fo long as itis a- 
ble to goe alone, when it hath never a crutch of merits or du- 
ties to reſt upon , then it lookes out for ſome reſt for it's foot, 
for ſome ſhoulder to beare up, for ſome ſtaffe to ſtay it ſelfe npÞ- 
on : Leaning doth atgue wearineſſe, that's the firlt, 

Secondly, It doth argae a wilingnefſ in the ſoule to come to 
Jefus Chriſt : Leaning is not a forced aRion. Indeed (as 1 
{aid before ) Chriſt hrft workes this willingneſſe ; heir is that 
gives us power to will, and it is by his power that wee are 


willing, as it is written ; They ſhall be willing inthe day of my y 
- . 0-3 , 


power. 'But he doth not let us leane before wee are willing; 
leaning is an a&ion proceedsfrom the will , #hbs is this com- 
meth up leaning ? 

Thirdly, Leaning doth argue /ove, who leanes upon his ene- 
mies, I willnotleane upon one whom 7 cannot truſt, 7 muſt 
have ſome good thoughts of his love. The ſoule that leanes 
upon the Lord }elus Chriſt loves Chrilt ; that Faith, chat pre- 
tended Jependancy of any upon Chriſt , that proceedeth not 
out of a principle of love, groweth out of a talle root ; the lo- 
ving foul: is onely the trucly veleeving foule, Leaning 15 4 (0- 
ving poſture : That's the third. 

ourthly , It doth argue fidnciam, a reſting , a traſting the 
ſoule upon Chriſt ; he that Ieanes upon another repotcth his 
whole weight,trulteth his whole ftrength upon him: He doth as 
much as ſay,well; / know / cannot goalone,/ cannot [tan.{;vut 
Twill truſt my felte, upontby ſtrength will / leane , if / tall, / 
G 23 tall: 
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fall : So the ſoule that comes up out of the wilderneſſe of ſinne. 
tothe Lord Jcſus Chriſt , doth repoſe it's whole weight upon 


the Lord Chriſt , it ſayes, O Lord, 7 ama great and grievous: 


ſinner , 7 am not able to ({tand upon mine owne legges , but 7 
truſt my ſoule upon thy armes ; thou haſt mercies, and great 
mercies, and free mercies, if 7 fall, / fall; if 7be damned, 7 
am'damned ; here 7 willleane, And here you have the ſecond 
thing plain, vis. 

Secondly, The ſoules band with) which ſhe leanes upon Jeſus 
Chriſt for ſalvation & thele 4. things which 7 have hinted from 
this cxpre lion, /eaning, are as the foure fingers of the hand of 
Faith And wee may thus give a deſcription of it. 

Faith is the hand of a foule which God hath humbled,whereby 
the ſoule, berng not able to ſtand alone , nor daring to truſt to any 


thing elſe , and be:ng made the by God, ont of aprinciple of 


love, layes hold upon Jeſus Chrift , andiruſts and reſts it ſelfe 
xpon him for her ſalvatien.. And that leads me to the third 
thing / propounded , the Perſon upon whom ſhe leanes, the 
Text renders it, Hey be/oved ; or as / conceive,the old Tranſla- 
tion better , Hey welbeloved : The Latin dilefFum ſuwm , him 
that 5s her, conjugally beloved. | ASSES 

This is the lalt Branch of the Doftine,, That thongh the 
beleeving ſoule comes up from the wilderneſſe leaning , yet ſhee 
will onely leane upon her beloved , and he onely can and will beare 


her. 


Wee know,, that whoſoever leanes, muſt have a Perſon to 
leancupen. Secondly , There muſt be a capacitic in this arme 
to veare her, ſome ſtrength, yea, there had need be a great 
dealc to hold up the weight ot a ſoule : Firſt, Jet us enquire 
who the Perſon is, rendred in the Text d:leftum, Hey welbelo- 
ved;1n plaine termes,her Husband, one that hath more then an 
ordinary portion of het love. 

Here are five things hinted in this Expreſſion, 
It is one whom (he loves : The word lignifies a ſpeciall ſort 
of love ; and every greater includes alefle. 
One that ſhe is married to, he is welbeloved, her deareſt love ; 
not charwm, but aileit wm ; one that hath a tule to her. 
Hey Beloved.net anothers Beloved, 
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Her Beloved: He that is her Beloved, not who was ber 
Beloved. 

Her Bcloved, not her Beloveds. | 

Firſt, Ir xs one whom (hee loves, This 1 hinted at before ; it 
1s a principle of love, that drawes the Soule to leane upon the 
Lord Jclus Chriſt. The hatred of her ſclfe, hath bred the love 
of her Saviour in it, And no Soule loves Chrilt more thenthat 
which loaths it ſelfe moſt : When the Soule ſhall conſiter 
what a Brand for Hell it was in its originall , how worthleſſe 
a worme it is, how baſely it hath dealt dy God, trampling upon 
his rich afters of Grace, ſcorning his Invitations, And againe, 
conſider that God hath no need at all of it :; Butif it were burn- 
ing in hell, could be as glorious as 1n its Salvation,and yet would 
be pleaſed co powre out his pretious bloud for it, yet ſounwor- 
thy : To woe the Soule that hath need of him, and yet never 
praies to him. nor ever was a ſuitor for mercy. This breeds 
loye inthe Soule - And the more the Soule fadomes her owne 
miſery, the more yet ſhe loves and admires the Lords mercy, 
and loving thus,ſhe leanes upon him. 

Secondly, It is one that (he pleades ſome title to, and mtereſt 
in, ſhe cals him hers. Chriſt ts the Bridegroome of the Soule,and 
the Soule » Chriſts Bride: Beloved, in all this Song is taken for 
the higheſt degree of love, and neareſt relation,conjuzalllove, 
therefore Chrilt elſewhere calls her his S:fer,his Spowſe ; ſhe 
hath a title to,and intereſt in him.poſſeſſion of him ; and inano- 
ther place, ./ am my welbeloveds, and my welbeloved is mine. 
She is his, and he js hers : they have a propriety each in other. 
But ſuppoſe we ſhould put the Spouſe to prove her title to him, 
What u thy Beloved more then an2thers Beloved? Or, why is he 
thy Beloved (O belceving ſ2ule)more than the Beloved of an- 
other? ſhew tby ticle to him : Andagaine, why is ſhe Chrilts 
more than another 2 Why ſhould the Beleever monopolize 
Chriſt 2 and how came Chrilt to be hers? ſhe is his, and he is 
hers by right of gift, her heavenly Father hath given her unto 
him ; hence 1s that Phraſe of her Saviours Prayer, John 17. g. 
All that the Father hath given me, and 1 pray for all thems that 
thou haſt given me. She hath given her ſelfe to him. Cant, 1. 2. 
Let hins kſſe me with the kiſſts of his month, for his love is bet- 
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ter then wine. She bath ſaid, Draw n2,axd I will run after thee ; 
ay and he bath given himſelfe to her ; he bathgiven his grace 
unto her. Ga/.1.6. And his g/ory unto her. 7 ke gloyy which thou 
haſt grven me I have grven them. Her Beloved by right of 
ift. 
l She is his,and he is hers, 6 right of bargarne and ſal: The 
Ancients had three waies to get themtielves wives; by gift, 
purchale, or deſert. The Fathers ſold their Daughters, and the 
Bridegroome bought his Bride, he gave a Dowry for her. 
Hence when Sechem had a minde to Drnah the daughter of 
Jacob, he faies, Arke me what Dowry thou wiltgand [ will grove 
it thee, Chrilt hath bought his Beloved ; hence (faith the Apo+« 
ſtle) He hath pard a price for ws. Abloudy price : more than all 
the world was worth... But he would have her becauſe he de- 
lighted in her, and ſo the is his, and he js hers by r-ght of pure 
cbaſe. 
he is tis Beloved,and he is hers(by correlation) By right ef 
deſert, the deſerved not him, but he deſcrved her. This was 
third way by which the Ancients got them wives, by ſome 
gallant exploit, or great ſervice, Their wives were ſometimes 
given them for wages ;' Facob {ſerved tourteene yeares for Re+ 
cbell,Gen.29.17. David tor his Soveraignes daughter, encoun - 
tred great Go/:ah ; and afterwards robbed the Philiſtines of 
their foreskins 3 he paid more for her, then (he proved to be 
worth : By this right, the beleeving foule is the beloved of 
Chrilt,he bath ſerved a long ſervice for her ; not fourteene, but 
above thirty yeares, he hath vanquiſhed the Golrahs of our 
{oules and hath conquered our Spiritual Enemies. | 
He 1s hers,and fhejis his,6y right of poſſeſſton,he dwels in her, 
and ſhe dwels in him. The tecond perſon in the Trinity,is an in- 
mate with the beleeving foule:He dwe!s under the roofe of her 
heart: He hath a chamber inthe ſoule and hath pitched his tent 
within her,and the is in him too ; united each unto other,this is 
very plainly expreſt,Ge, 2.20.1 /ive,bur yet not ].butChriſt lives 
inme.l am the Carcaſle, Chriſt the Soule; the Soule moveth the 
body, ſo Chriſt moves my ſoule; I move not from any principle 
in my ſelte, but from a principle of Grace. The /ife[ live 1 the 
feſh,T live by the life of the Sonne of God who awelterh 19 me,who 
loves 
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lowed megard cave himſelf: for me. Thus you ſee ſhe may well 
cal! Chriit her B<l>yed, and Chrilt may well eall her his Be- 
loved , He hath a propriety in her, and ſhe hath a propriety in 
him 2:fo; he hari; married her, and dwels with hcr, yea, and in 
her, {ilettum ſun: \iir wlbeloved deed. 

Thirdly, It is her bel/cvea, 15! anxthers beloved, Every ſoulc 
hatha Beloved ; thc D:2:1c.ard hath his beloved cups ; the wan- 
ton hath his beloved Qureaines ; the Covetous perſon his belo- 
ved Gold ; Th- foule that leanes upon Chriſt, goes not a who- 
ring after other Go4s. The Spouſe of Chrilt, leanes not upon 
the Papiſts beloved merits, ncr upon tac Txrkes Deloved A1a- 
homet, nor upon the Phariſces deloved duties, nor upon the 
- Tdolaters beloved Saints; the faies, Abrah .m nowes her mor, - 
and Ifrazll is ignorant of her,but the Lord is ker father,Chrilt ;s a 
her Red:emer, and her maker, ber Redeemcr 1s her husband, 
Creator tuus eſt ſpoxſius tuna, Her Beloved, not anothers Belo- 
ved. 

. He that is her Beloved, not that which was her Beloved. 
She once loved her fins, and her luſt were the betoveds of her 
{cate. The name of Baal: was in her mouth ; her luſts were her 
Lords, and they ruled over her. But now the name of Baal:m 
is taken out of her mouth - ſhe calls the Lord 7, God alone 
is her beloved, fin was the dearly beloved of her ſoule,but now . 
ſhe calls tin nv more Naom:r, thecals it Marah ; that which 
was once the {weetneſle, is now the bitteracſſe of her ſoule, 
ſhe rakes no plcalure in it ; no, nor doth ſhe account her duties 
her beloved; the uleth them, but ſhe dares not truſt her ſoule 
upon them ſhe dares not plead any deſert in them, though 
once perhaps (he had a Phariſaicall conceit, that herduties 
would ce her healing, yet when ſhe comes to the Lord Chriſt 
to leane upon his Arme though ſhe uſeth dutics, and is as full 
of full of Prayer and humiliation as ever : {he knocks her hand 
upon her breit, an cries ſhe is a /irzer, Oh ! 5.12 what remedy ? 
the knocking ber h2nd upon her brett the knowes cannot ſave 
her ; no,for that, Cod be mw: rorfull ro her ſhe !eanes upon Chriſt, 
that 18 her now Belovel, not UpON any daties, or any Otaer Me» 
rit$ that was betorc txr Beloved. 
Fiftthly 
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Fifthly, Her beloved,nor her beloveds. The ſoule that comes 
to the Lord Jeſus Chrilt loves him intenſly, and as ſhe loves 
him beſt, ſo ſhe loves him only. As nothing ſhall have her whale 
heart, ſo neither will ſhe divide her heart betwixt him and 
another : he ſhall have her heart, and he only thall have her 
heart, and he tha! have her whole heart too; ſhe daretruſt 
her ſtrength upon Chrilt,and upon him alone : ſhe defireth only 
to be found inthe Lord Jeſs, who is her Bridegroome ; ſhe is 
a Virgin, not a Whore ;the leanesnot upon Chrilt with one 
hand, and her owne merits with another : no, nor dares ſhe 
lcane upon the merits of another; ſhe durit not truſt the weight 
of her {oule upon the wings of an Angell, nor to the Prayers of 
a Saint ; ſhe relies upon God, and upon God only. The Papiſts 
leane upon Chriſt, but not upon him alone : ſhe knowes it will 
be a dithonour both to her and her husband, to take any thing 
is partem amor to (hare with her husband jn his love; the will 
keepe her honour in being the wife of one husband. 

And fo I have ſhewed you how ſhe leanes,what is her hand, 
who it is ſhe leanes upon, what title (he hath to him,what rules 
ſhe obſerveth in her leaning. I have but one thing more, and 
that is, toſhew you what [trength there is in the Lord Chriſts 
ſhoulders to beare her ; how ſhe leanes even in every wilder- 
nefſe, and what fulneſle of ſtrength there is in her husbands 
arme to keepe her up from falling. 

The firſt wildernefle you may pe was the wilder- 
eſſe of fn: Here the Spouſe cannot, be ſaid properly to leane 
6c. _ beloved, for Roaning the hand of fab lay hold 
upon Chriſt, and indeed the isnot weary : yet Idonot know 
why in ſome ſenſe, even in this eſtate, the ele ſoule js not be- 
holding to free grace ; he is her Chrilt here, though he hath not 
yet manifeſted himſelfe to de her /eſ+s, her ſaviour. The ele 
ſoule infin is eleR,& decreed to be taved,though ſhe be not de- 
clared to be elezſhe is be/oved in decree,though Cod hath not 
aRullay manifeſted hislove unto her:he is nother be/oved,but the 
ſouleis h:s beloved, not aRually but decretally,he hath thoughts 
of good to her, but his thoughts are kept within himſelfe, till 
he is pleaſed to reveale them to her at his beſt time; ſhe is his 


beloved, 
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behovel cha there be no correlation, ſhe is in his thought 
> vol G and ety ely, not conditionally. The —=— 
re came .of Gods conditional decrees, bepaule 
Ry dead not the wayes of Gad ; Beleevi js ne- 
y required, yet it was not a condition in Gods decree : 

þ : is his beloyed , though yet there be no correlatjan, 
though ſhe be not his wite yet, yer the is intended for hjs wife, 
To ile according - = ay es tall ZF, , may intend to 
make a woman my wifc , before 1 a. are My intenti- 
oris to her he is bh wite in my determinations and 
before I wooe her , though not aQtually my wife before I have 
wooed her , 7; ſhe hat th yeelded too , there lyes, onely this 
Uferenet, mult be but conditionally, if ſhe 

ets proffer' love : There lyes a power, in her 

ce may. 7 therefore make the ſimile a lutle tugher ; 

rb teat nay a buycth a woman that is aſlave, whuch he 

CG marry , giic vill whither, ſhe will or no, yet. he 

wil wy her 3 and if eva le marry her will, as well.a 
ba 


'& whither the wi be will and may czarry 
, to hs is his MO Ts wife in his de 3 
oh, _ he Four TS Ro her. , Bur yet on fn Jay 

&- (Every fimile, co the wayes 0 with 6 

eg of for muſt ar wy ring of one Le for though this 
ou hath power ol ce the womans body to the ang, 
& oy hi rip power t ro her wi , to be, willing to the 
The will is SEE independens \ ſit juris ; but God 
2h Ny poner not onely to marry. the foule , which be hath 


from being a ſlaveto the ivell, but to, make her wil- 
into ary car o bigs Yer! is in C decree his Sppule, be. 
fre v2 Harh aRtuall rerealed bis'd 


ſtialyatid proper erlh \ the ſoa le C nf pf ARON g_ 


in tHe WS nfs of j ſome » yet ſhe may be ſaid to be —_ 
unto the Lord hs Fa fe thus... . 

Every'ſoule hath t e JKE Pranciples. of corraption, . ang, 
wollld a2 to the M' _ FN phe reples.of comnatp 1t-get. 
fot Gods preven rig a xeliziiing grace , Shee fe bold 
wth Ove; fo Bis preve ting an reſtraining grace , though her 
ſht\Fmecrly palilive. H ends 
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#; love, andreliance upon it. But I antwer, the definition whi 
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Secondly, She is beholdenunto God for his exciting grace : 
The foule heares, and faſts and prayes, meditates of her owne 
fad condition, though for the ſubſtance of the ation it is her 
owne, yet itis Gods exciting grace makes her willing to hear, 
faft, pray, though not his ſpeciall ſaving-grace, yet his com- 
mon grace : But this is not a leaning meant 1n the Text, ſhee 
leanes here upon Chrilt, but not upn:. Jeſi [a Saviour) upon 
God, but not as her Beloved. And here the foule is brought in» 
to a {-cond wildernefle. 

The wildern: ſſe of Sorrow , Contrition , Repentance , call it 
what you plealc , though I know the latter terme Kepertance, 
be controverted by fome new Opinionilts. 

Yet | know nor why wee nay not ſay, That a man may re- 
pent without faving-grace. And for that Repentance which 
they fay muſt be the cffe& of faith; if I were a Schoole-man, 
I ſhould rather call it Godly Sorrow, but I defire not to play 
upon termes: And fortheir defining Repentance, Tos be a ſor- 
row for finne out of the ſenſe of the love of God revealed in Je< 

ſu Chriſt , it 0 a definition on have eo we their owne 
; purpoſe; And give them their prenuſes according as 

Tenſe , the world be poore Logican if they edt the _ 
cluſioa to diſpleaſe them ; For from hence they argue, If the 
:;love of God be the ground and cauſe of Repentance ['viz. 
5 the love of God manifeſted and ſenſible to us, wee having ap- 
 prehended it by faith che ſpeciall love of God then faith muſt 
 goe before repentance, v2. an apprehenſion. of Gods ſavi 


they give usot Repenance js deccittuil , it is a definition of a 
Species in ſteed of a Genxs (as wee tay 1n Logick ) As ſome 
on wary Divines define Faith, to be an afſwrane of Gods love in 
Ieſus Chrif: This is true, but this is a faith of the higheſt ſtamp, 
o_ many precious foule is without this. faith to his dying 


Faith of adherence is another thing ; as if 1 ſhould goe to 
&efine a man to be a reaſonable creature , thil'd m alt ſorts of 
Learnmg. Any man would underſtand me , that 1 did not 
about to defcribe a man in generall , but this or ther pact 
bs Man. 
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man. And I ſay once againe, If I were a Schoole-man ,' 
ſhould rather call this 4 godly ſorrow, and define Repentance 
in generall to be A ſorrow for ſinne, there is the genws and af 
ferentia : Or if there be required a fuller deficution witht 

, though I conceive tuch a detinition wonld be more 

to give of Repentance in it's ſeverall kinds, then of 
Repentance in generall ; yet wee may give it thus, /t « « ſor- 
row for ſinne, ariſing out of the feare of Gods wrath , or appre- 
henfions of Gods love, And I know not, why-we may not tay, -. + 
That a man may repent without ſaving grace.Bilhop Dovenart 


es, A man by exciting the of God,may Peccata ia 

pc any wo Am þ4n. res cere Fr ras. ab 

hoc mets exoptare , trem>le for bis ſfinnes, and mourne for Mart. 1.15. 

them, and deſire deliverance outof them , and if this:be not Gy 
| Repentance, I know not what is, (not taking Repentance for **** 14 © 

the whole worke of converlion , as' ſometnmes it is- taken 

in Scripture) but taking Repentance far a wentinedle of fine 

andforrowforit. 3 oe aa Eo" 

But thoſe of our Brethren ifrg.{ that are $10 Baby. 

lon, that they will runne quite beyond Ternſalem , fo afraid of 
being Arminians,or Papifts , to aicribe any deſert to duties,or 
tye that God hathto concurre with our duties , that they arc 
reſolved they will not be ſober Proteſtavts : So afraid of being 
Heterodox, that to avoyd it, they will not be Orthodox. T 
us,that this is a /egall,not a ſavingRepentance,it ſoundsill to di- 
ſtinguiſh betweene a legall and ſaving Repentance. 1 will di- 
preſſe a little to rend this Fig+leafe , being all they have to co- 
ver the nakednelle of their Opinion : I would faine underſtand 
that ternie ſaving Repentaxce , in what ſenſe they take it ; the 
' Scripttre wirrants no ſuch diltin&ion. 

It they meane by ſaving Repentance , ſuch a repentance as Ef. 
merits Satvation ; or inch a Repentance as God is tyed ne- 
ceſſarily to concurre with, with his ſaving grace 1 ſay, no Re» 

entance can be ſaving Repemance. No Repentaice (taith 
arned Davenart ) can 1o diſpoſe the heart ; Ur ex mers 
19 congrui tenearner Des gratiam cuignam infundere. 
If they meane by ſaving Repentance, ſuch a repentance, as of 6 
H 2 a 
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it ſelfe without any more agoe , ſhall be ufficient fo Satvation : 
I {ay agane;'ne Repentarice'can be called 4 ſaving Repentance. 
For, #ithowr Faith, it # tmpoſſible to pleaſe God. 
2 It they nyveane by ſaving Repintdiice , « repentance that con- 
duceth to Salvation; | tay , this Kind of Fperranee (let, 
them call it legail, or what they'þttaſe ) is a ſaving Repen- 
tahee, #!--17.55 4 OE. 

4 If they meane by ſaving Kepentance , ſwch a repentance asis 
wron br ordineril £ ſult at! bea ore I Iay, i that ſenſe 
this Repentante 15a ſaving Repentance. 

:Now , Whether it onght net to be prexcht,as well from law as 
Goſpel-yoorives, isa fas. re es tot ifn'm Way to determine ; 
only F trexr my Savor tit Were Goſpelit ſelf, preach. 
ing it frona 'Law-nwotive "Zak. 13. 2. Exrept pee repent, yee | 

ſhall all likgwiſe (periſh; Tet'theubiþrefudiced Reader judge, if 
dambation” be not thtre preached'as a terrible motive to Re- 
pentance't Surely ItKtti may learve to preach fromthe Belt of 
Preachers, and-preath; Repent, or j ow will goe to Rel; Repemt, 
or you will be damn'd, as well as Repent, becanſe G ad hath loved 
70 Vea,' ant Jbb# tob þteacht Repentance as well, becauſe 
The axe was lid to'tÞe root of the tree , and what ſoqver tree 
bronght not forth good fruit, ſhould be hewen downe and caſt in- 
tothe fire, as; becauſe The Kingdome of Heaven was at hand. 
I: Yare not-Iearhtcontrary'to Chit; and Baptiſts Copy ; I 
wilt preach Aferty and Fldyonient : The Law and the Goſpel 
got well rogether, -} will nur be accurſed for ſeperating what 
Gods ge. TT 
5. Laſtly, I conceive, Fee canmot call apy Repentance ſaving Re- 
pentance, tillthe worke of cotiverſion be {ty wrought in our 
joales.. Nay; | make a queſtion, whitker any man ( withcut the, 
grace of Aſſurance ) can properly call *his Repentance ſaving 
Repentance, tillhe comesin'Heaven. And for my owne patt, 
i am full inthe Negative: But T have digrefled too farre, to 
convince ſome ( whol feare are not ſo willing to ſuffer the 
word of conviction, asI to ſpeak it.) 
We left the'Spoufe in the ſecond wildernefſe,7 Fe wilderneſſe 
of ſorrow ; "tis time wee now returne to her , and comfort 
| - | 1 her, 
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her, 7 ſhew you how ſhe,cames out of that, /caring wpou hey 
c 
Here now the beloved Soule is mourning like. a Turtle, and! 
\.O what [hall I doe to be ſ.rved ? I amloſt ! ob, how ſhall 
he way out of thys wilderneſſe? O my tins pull me. back! 
I cannot ſet a ſtep tgrward 1 Sia trips up my heeles, The Devill 
tels,me, I am, hjs ; and my fins beare witnelle to his words ? 
Now, ſhe that is not the Spoule, of, Chriſt, ſfinkes1n theſe mighty- 
waters, he junkcs to hell in deſpaire, is quite loſt, if once ſhe 
comes into them :; Bur he that {ayi pot one of thole whom his 
father bad given bim ſhould pejith, ſecing the poore foule like 
Peter, ( Math. 14.30.) thaz.thpught to have trodeuppn thole 
watgrs,finking inchem,and crying, Cord f1ve mie.or elſe | perye, 
when he ſees ſuch a poore ſquicy (hip u1 wich be is,though 
he ſcemes toſleepe , tolt in thele bitter waves, when the tems 
peſt ariſcth, and hearing the foule .in this Agony, crying out, 
Maſter ſave me or elſe I periſh, now he begins to ariſe, and. 
ſtretch out his ſhoulder fur the louletq leanc upon, : ſpeakes, 
and rebukes the winds, and cales the, puſte tempeſts z when 
the Whale of ſorrow hath ſwallowed up thele Jonah, and they 
£ in the bottome of the Sea inthe Whales belly, they cry, 
thejr God heargs : andcauſcth the Whale to vomit them out 
ops dry Ads Me hiokeathar yoyes a ionah, is the voige 
every.penitgat loulg; Jowap 2. The ſouls cries by reaſon of ber + 
p 4 nts bg Lord.and ihe Lord Aces her ; Lat - Done . 
of hell ſhe cries, and he heares her voyce vfor he hath caſt her into 
this deepe into the miaſt of the Seas, aud the flouds compaſſe her 
about and all the bul»wes, and the waves paſt.over her, Then the 
fouls, ſath, 1 am caſt on; of the Loras ſight ! yer I will tacks 
Again towards his holy Temple : T he waters compaſſe her abomt, 
evep io the ſ.ule, the depths cloſed round about her, the weeds 
were wr.ape abejet ber head; ſhe went downe to the botrome of the 
mmuntams,t! - earth wi. her barres was abou: her,yet her Lord, 
ber 304brwngs np her life from corruption : when her ſoule faints 
within her, jh: remembers the Lord, and | er prayers come-wnis. 
hin, even nts i135 15.1; pl.ice, And when the ſoule js jn tbis wil- 
dernetlc,in tue deepes of torrow, then ber Beloved doth throw 
Fi-3. her - 
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her his ſhoulder of ing grace to leane upon : that ſhe 
faith as David, San > Unleſſ the Lord had been my 
helpe, my ſoule had almoſt dwelt in ſilence, when 1 ſaid my foot 
Argpech, thy mercy O Lord held menp. When the ſoule cries, 
O { am drowned | Then the Lords mercy holds her up : No 
(faith God) thou art not drowned, here is acord of mercy for 
thee to lay hold upon,and I will draw thee out by it. Here is my 
hand,be {till O ye waves, this ſoule is mine. When the ſoule 1s 
burthened with fans, laden with the ſenſe of them ; and inthe 
ſad apprehenſion of them, cries out, my burthen is too great 
for mee to beare : O I finke | Ifinke under it | then Chriſt 
lookes out of the heavens, and faies, Caſt thy burthen upon the 
Lord (man ) and he ſhall ſuftaine thee : or Come unto me all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will eaſe you : Mat. 11.29. 

he ſupporting grace of God,is the Anchor of the ſoule, which 
ſtaies the Ship of the foule when a tempeſt of ſorrow ariſes, 
and the waves beate upon it, 

Now this Anchor hath two flukes. 

The firft, isher Beloveds mercies and merits. 

The lecond, is her Beloveds promiſes, when ſhe is in this 
{ad wildernefle of forrow, her Beloved gives her a ſtaffe of 
merits, and mercy , and free grace to leane upon, and a clue of 
promiſes to lead her out of this Labyrinth : and the mercies 
and merits of her Beloved, have two hookes, both which take 
faſt hold to ſtay her ſoule. 

1, The fuineſle of them. 

2, The freenelle of them. 

The fulnefſe of them ; The ſoule cries out, OI amdamned } 
Chriſt ſuggeſts to her : But didſt thou never heare of one that 
came to fave thoſe which were in their owne apprehenſion 
damned? I deſerve to dyeevcrlaſtingly, faith the ſoule, oh 1 
but did not he dye for thee, that deſerved tolive everlaſtingly. 
(faith Chrilt? JI deſcrve infinite torments,(ſaith the foule)Oh / 
bnt are not thy Chriſts mercies infinite mercies, ( ſaithGod ) 
T hy mercy held me up. My ſins have cryed up to heaven, ( ſaith 
the ſoul)O but my mercies are above the heavens, (laith Chriſt) 
Pſal. 168.5. My fins are more in number then the haires of my 

head, 
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head, (faith the foule)) O, but mvy mercies ) faith Chriſt ) are moxe 


in number then the ſand which lie: on the Sea ſhore. Pſal. 139. 


17,18.My fins have abounded,(faith the foule) O, but my grace 
hath much more abounded,((aith Chriſt) 4meiemnev © zac Rom, 
5.20. O,but my heart is as hard as Iron, and the face of my ſins 
like Braſle, (faith the ſoule) O, but chat God that made the 
Leviathan, is as (trong as the Leviathan, He eſteemes Tron as 
fraw, and Brafſe as rotten wood. My (ins are many, ( faiththe 
ſoule ) But were their name Legion, (faith Chriſt) I conld caſt 
them out. O,but 1 am an old ſinner, 1 have a mountaine of ſins. 
But my mercies are from euerlaKing, (ſaith Chriſt) fo are not 
thy (ins, and I came to levell Mountaines, Luke 3. 4. The more 
old thou art, the more glory ſhall my free grace bave, all the 
world (hall ce, 1 do not pardon thee for any ervice thou canſt, 
or wilt do me, thou mult ere long lye downe in the grave. 
Thus the foule in this wilderneſle of ſorrow, leanes upon the 
tulneſſe of Gods mercies. 

But ſecondly, there muſt be freeneſſe, as well as fulnetfſe, 
or elle what hath the foule to do with Chriſt? O, ( ſaith 
the [oule)I know that the leaſt drop of Chriſt bloud is fully able 
to waſh away all my guilt : But oh ! what have to do with 
Chriſt ? I ain a poore creature | the fitter objeR for divine cha- 
rity : what dowry have I for Chriſt to marry me ? Becauſe thou 
halt nothing, therefore 1 will doe it, (faith C briſt) 1t thou hadſt 
any thing that thou thoughteſt riches, 1 would not have mar- 
ried thee(faith Chrilt)) Thou art miſtaken in my thoughts, 1 do 
not marry th:e becaule thou art rich,but becauſe 1 have a delight 
in thee, and have an intention to make thee rich: Hoſea, 1 4. 4 
I will heale therr back-ſlidings, 1 will love them freely,Ezek,16. 
7,8,9- Now the ſoulc being fully perſwaded of this, that Chriſt 
is full of mercy, and able to-pardon her, and fie in his mercy, 
therefore _ to forgive her, and detiring nothing for her 
pardon, but to live like a Spouſe in his ſight, begins to leane, 


be leeving he will pardon her : But yet faith the {oule, 1 could 
_ to ſee it under Chriſts hand ; I thinke 1 could take his 
word now. 


- Soſheleanes upon Chriſfts. promiſes, whichare as the atker 
" Flake 
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Fluke of this Anchor : Now faies the ſoule, Oh,thitthad it 
but under Chriſts hand, that my fins ( which 1 xm ſcarce ubtc 
to thinke canbe pardoned ) may be pardoned, though I itaid 
my Jeſus his keiſure for the ſealing of it. Here ſhe enquires for 


firſt, Promiſes : and ſecondly, Prefdents : Did ever Chriſt pro- 


miſe ( ſaiththe Soule) to pardon uch a ſcarlet, crimſon ſinner 
a$I am? Yes,I have (faith Chrilt) looke 1ſar.1.18.7 howgh yowry 
fins be 4 ſcarlet, they ſhall be as ſnow, thoagh they be yed like 
Crimſon, they ſhall be as wooll; and fo Iſas.55.6;7. [will have 
mercy wpon you, 1 will abundantly pardon you. Matth. 11.29. 
O,but where hath Chriſt promiſed treely to diſperie theſe mer- 
cies (faith the ſoule ? ) Chriſt turnes her againe to 1/ai.55.1,2,3- 
He every oxe that thirfteth, come buy of me without money, or 
»oney worth : O, but ſecondly, where did he ever pardon fuck 
a ſinger 85 1 am ( faith the foule? ) Chriſt puts þer in mind of 
Mary Magdalen, Manaſſes.O,but where one that was fo neare 
hell asI am (ſaith the Soule) an old ſinner ? thetheefe upon the 
Crofle (faith Chrift. 

Now .1t maſt not be underſtood, that Chriſt Jeſus ſhonld 


_ reveale thele Promiſes Audibly to the Soulegbut 


I- Either ſet bis Mimifters a worke to declare his Charters 
of Gxace,and read the Soules pardon. 

2. Or de: he ſuggeſts into the ſoule ſuch promiſes in fuch 
afcaſonable time, which mult be-takets as the voyce of God to 
that ſoule. Thus theſoule furniſhed with preſidents, truſting 
upon promiſes, wipes her cyes,comes out of the wildern | 

ng.upon her bleſled Saviour, and ſaying, O'hy ſirret Savituy ! 
thou. that haſt drawne nee from the pit of hell, and haſt reached 
out thy arme for aworthleſſe loſh wornoe; to leane nport ther. Þ 
dare bt teeve thee.. 1 now-roale' y' ſoxlt' upon” thee', I ahi (hip-' 
wraltbat thou art tay harbour; anttnow,s what ſhatl 1 do for thi? 
G.wy God! Iam ficke of love ! Thom baft raxifhrd'my heart ! 
Iam thine; I am thine. Thus have 1 ſtewen howrthe Soule 
comes outof the wildernefſe of in, -and: ſortow, leaning upon ' 
her: Beloved. .And here the ſhip is-in harbour, but yet ever and 
anon ſhe is toſſed ſtill, perſecuted, though not forlaketi': This 
is themnditadangeroubayiltemettet afterwardsThe isvfteh in 
> the 
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the Corner of a Deſart. I mult ſhew you how even then ſhe 
leanes, and how out of them ſhe comes leaning upon her Be- 
loved. She is alwayes adependent creature ; | = BR when 
ever ſhe is wearied. 

The third Wilderneſle therefore is the wilderneſſe of 1fl:t1- 
Eons ; in this ſhe lanes ; out of this the comes leaning wpor 
ber Welbeloved , ide, In attiitions ſhe leanes. Chriſt 1s ker 
Comfort in her ſaddeſt troubles. Shee leanes upon him, viz. 
Upon his ſ»pporting gra'e : Thy rod and thy ſtaffe comforted 
me, Pſal.:3. Thelitaffe held him up, while the rod was upon 
his back. ſhe rod was a comfort becauſe of the itaffe ; - the 
more he had of the rod, the more he had of the liaffe alſo. In 
afflitions,the beleeving ſoule leans upon | od, and fayes,2 Lam, 
20, Behold O Lord, for I am in diſtreſſe Out of the belly of 
Hell ſhe cries,as Jonas, chap. 2. 

Firſt, She beleeves that ſhe ſhall ſuffer no more then (he is able 
to beare, 2 Cor. 12. 9. My grace ſhall be ſufficient for thee 
For Gods ſtrength is made pertcR in the Chriſtians weak 
nefle. 

Secondly , She believes, that (he ſhall beare no more then ſhall 
be for her good, Rom. 8.28. All chings ſhall works togethey for 
the good of thoſe that love God. Shee hath a Promile or two 
here to leane upon allo, Job 5. v.19. Ke ſhall delrver ther in fix 
troubles, y:4 in ſeven there ſhall no evill touch thee ; And Iſa, 
43. 2. When thon paſſeft through the waters [ will be with thee, 
and through the Rivers,they ſhall not over-flow thee : when thox 
wal:eft through the fire thon ſhalt n1 be burn; , nenher (hall 
the flanse kindle upon thee, She comes out allo leaning,trulting 
u>on God as before, that he would helpe her o:t, it hee ſaw 
bet, or ſupport her in : So whea ſhe is come out,ſhe belicves 
that God loves her never the worſe ; neither doth ſhee love 
him any whit the worſe, the crics, /t :s good for me that I 
was afflifted. When the is 11, ſhe believes ſhe [hall come out ;; 
and ſhe cometh out with as much love to her God,and conh- 
dence in him as ever ſhre had before , not being wearie of 
Gods ſervice, becauſe he hath ſmitten her : Shee ſees a {nile 


Ina ſmiting, favour in a frowne , love in a loyer, and the 
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is reſolved, though be k:ls her, yet to rruſt in him : (hee comey 
out of this Wilderneſle leaning. | 
A fourth wilderneſſe that the Spoule is in ſometimes , is the 
Wilderneſſe of Temptations. Even in this ſhee leanes u 
the Lord Jeſus Chrilt. Thcy were not the Spoutes of Chiiſt, 
T he good ground, Luke 8. 13. Which when they heard , recei« 
ved the Word with joy, vt ha ving no root, for a time believed, 
and in time of temptation tell away. The true Diſciples are 
thoſe that continue with Chriit in tentations, Lake 2:;. 18. 
Firlt , they belceve, that Cod who 1s fanhfull , will net [uf 
fer them to be tempied above that which they are able : But 
will with the temptation alſo make wayio ſcape, that the) may 
be able to beare it, 1 Cor. 10. 13- They believe, :# that 
himſelfe ſuffered , bring tempied, be us able to ſuccomr thoſe 
that are tempred, 2 Heo. 18. | he Saints that tuttered many 
things were in many Wilicrnefles, Heb, 11. 37. Amonglt 
the relt were in this allo ; and they all leaned, 'v. 39. They 
rece:ved a grod report through f ith, Yea, temptation is fo 
farre from making a childe of God let goe his hold, that it 
makes him lay the faſter hold, 1 Per. 1. 6. Though now for 
a ſerſon you are 1 heavinzeſſe, through manifold rewmplations þ 
yer it u that the tr:all of your fuuth ( being much more precie 
es then of gold which periſhes ) though it be tried with the 
fire might be found unto praiſe and honour,and glorie 1n cempe 
tations they leanc upon God;and they come out of theſe rum 
tations leaning, believing upon God too, having found, , hat 
he is able, and l noweth how to deliver the godly ont of all renap= 
tations, 2 Fet. 2.9. 
vs A iiftth wild:rnefle, mn which the Spouſe of Chriſt Ieaneth * 
upon her beloved, and out of which the commeth lcamng, 1s 
the wilderneſſe of deſerir.n. And this 1s one of the ſaddelt W'l- 
deracfles that the Spuute of Chrift comes in, and ſhe hata an 
hard worke to leane here, when C hrilt teemeth to pull away 
his thoulder z yet even here thelcanes : Chriſt himſelfe did fo; 
Ay God ! my God why haſt thou fo: ſ+.cn me ? Mark the phraſe, 
Forſaken, yet not fortaken : the Bride-groom cries out he was. 
forſaken, yet my God ! Gods toriaking us is no ground tor us 
to. 
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to forſake him : If hee ſeems not toowne us, it 1s no warrants 
nor policy in us not to owne him : It is the duty of a pious 
ſoule , when God clouds himlſelte, yet tocrie, My God. The 
Bowels of the father muſt yerne upon the childe againe, if 
the chile cries, and will not ſhake him off, It is a remark- b 
able exprellion of Job, cbap. 13. v.15. Though he kills mer, | 
get will 1 truſt mhim. How now ? it thou beet kill'd ( bleit 
Job ) how canit thou rrult ? O immortall faith | that purteſt 
Spirits of contidence inthe dult and aſhes of Fob. Let God 
hide hiini-Ite from the foule, and fo kill it. { For Gods fepare 
ration of himiclte trom the Chrif1ians foule, 1s2 worſe death 
then the teparation of his 1oule from his body.) Yet the foule 
muſt cruſt in bi, it 11vlt, 1c will leane upon him. The Spouſe 
looſeth not, but quickens ber faith ina fit of delertion. That 
place oft the Prophct is remarkable, fa. 50. v. 10. Who ws a= 
mong ſt you that feareth the Lord? that obeyerth the voice of 
bus ſervant ? that walketh in darkneſſe and hath ns light ; let 
him truſt inthe Name of the Lord, and ſtay pon his God.T hey 
that feare the Lord , though they may walke in a darke Wil- 
|  dernefle, and {ce noſuch light as they were wont to ſee , have 
no fuch comfortable enjoyments of their God as they were 
wont to have, yet they will truſt and reft themſelves upon the 
Lord, and come out of this wildernefſe leaning. | 
In all the wiidernefles of this life , the Spouſe will leane 6. 
upon her Beloved, yea, and upon him alone , 11 all ſtates,in all 
conditions, upon him tor direQing grace,upon him for quick- 
nivg grace, upon him for whattocyer thee hath need of, 
either pardon,or . uidance;or dirction,or atliftance. or comfort 
or hicaven; at all tunes the mult truſt i» 1/0 Covert of his wings, Pll.64.3, 
| for all bleſſings: Tac Spoute of Chrilt is a moſt dependeat 
creature. | ac Dave cgraceis never of cnongh to goer alone, 
it hangs like a chulde upon the mothers hands, and leanes like 
2 Bride upon tae Brive-grooms bolvine. 
. Thus nave 1 done with the Doctrinall part, baving ſhewed 
you , how the hath hay, and tometimes harh he! d velling in 
the wilderplc 3 and how out. of every w:ldernefle thee com» 
mcth up buc leaning, and what ftrcngth there 15 in her Sav;our 
1 2 to 
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to beare ber up /caning upon him ; even in every wilder- 
neſie. Who 18 this comme:h up from the wilderneſſe leaning 
wpon her Beloved? Now let us fee what uſe we may make 
of it. 
And firſt here may a word of reproote, and a brand of folly 
be faſtned ujou divers erroneous opinions and praftiſes. 
Firlt is it ſothat the Spoule of the Lord Chriſt, that comes, 
and is married to the Lord Chriſt, comes out of the wilder- 
neſſe of finne ? Then this may reprove the errour and folly of 
thoſe that dream of heaven, and flatter themſclves with the 
hopes of glorie : but yet never regard comming out of this Wil- 
derneſſe. Chrift came rot ro call the righteous, bur ſinner: to re= 
pentance. Thele men creame of heaven, and yet never think 
of Repentancz2, Chriſt cameto ſeek and to fave that which 
was loſt ( friend ) how lolt ? what, taſenlivly Iclt, as all of us 
were by Nature ? This 1s an idle conſtrution that giddy hea- 
ded SeQaries have of late deviſed to help themſelves to hea- 
ven with. The Devills are ſo loſt : yet Chrilt never came to 
{ſave them ; No nofriend / jt is thoſethat areloſt in theirown 
apprehenſions, thoſe that know not what to doe to be ſaved, 
thole that feele themſelves even in the jawes of hell : hee 
makes apprehenſions of his wrath precede the apprehenſions 
of his love : But woe, and alas | how many thinke they have 
a part in Chrilt , That the Deviil hath as great a part in Chriſt 
actually as they have ? beaven 1s growne the common jour- 
neyes end ,and let men ride whuch way they lit. Not the moſt 
dedauched wrctch in a.Congregation . but e<ke him what hee 
thinks ſhall become of him,it he dyes 1n that condition : why 
he hopes he ſhall goe io heaven; nay I will: ac doth not fay,he 
is {ure of it too. All men are ſinners 2. te is Joti. cat Chriſt 
canie 0 ſech, aud ſave that which was lcj/, Tli him of mour- 
ring for his finnes, if be zneaiies to be comfort, of humbling 
bira{elfif he means tobe exalted. of feeling heLit ever he means 
to tcele keaven : O then, youare a /egall reacher, Heare 
what the other (ide faith, what thute you call, Antinomian 
Preachers ;z O theſe are the onely Gofpel-preachers to them. 
This makes them paſle for {ych honelt men; O they fhew 3 
fige. 
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fine Cu(hion-way to Heaven | that vou ſhall nut need wee a 
atoot or eye in ; But Jet them preaca what they will (tricnd 
beleeve tum, who (although he knowes but little ) yet knowes 
you mult goe out of the wildernetle it ever you come there. 
The way is, nather the Drunkards Ale-way , nor the Aiiite- 
rers unclcane way, nor the Covetous inan his dirtice Was . not 
the Ambitious mans high-way , nor the Hypocrites hidden 
way, nor the Carnall-Gotpellers tormall Way, nor the 1ntins- 
mians ealie way. Itisa way through a wildernetle , nota way 
ina wildernefle : The Spoule is not deſcrived vy her ſtaying in 
the wilderneſle, but by coinming out of the wildernefle ; #ho 
ts this commeth out of the wilderneſſe ? 

Secondly, Doth the Spoule of the Lord come ont of a wilder- 
weſſe of forrow , leaning upon her Beloved? Virlt, the is ing 
then ſhe commeth out z then this reproves the folly of thoſe 
that preach men found before they werelult, and of thoſe 
that dreaine of /eaning before they are in the wildernefle : 
The Spouſe /e.1ns,but it 1s when the is comming out of the wil- 
derndlle : 1s there none that preacheth downe a needlefnelſe 
of duties, that mocks at mourners? that learne people a way 
to be found before they are lolt ? Examine the Scriptures bes 
fore you truſt them ; under apretence of exalting Faith , doe 
they not cry downe ſorrow tor fin? and all preparatory duties? 
Nay, they doe cry downe the preaching of the Law, to bring 
men to {ce they are in the wildernefle, that they might leane : 
Doe they make you velceve, that preaching the Law is a piece 
of Anti-chriſtiani{me, and no one ought to preachit ? And for 
their parts, they will take heed of it, tor feare of preaching a- 
way their hearets. O beware of this leaven! For my part, 1 
had rather heare them , then beleeve them; (and yetl would 
not much care for that neither) were it nothing but to coalt- 
der. 

Firſt, That this way of preaching , hath beene that which 
God hath molt bleſt by lus Servants labours : Witnefle our 
Rogers, our Hooker, owe Pious Shepard ; thoſe three, to which 
many threes may bc added, thougn they will ſcarce come upto 


the firſt rþree. Thoſe three Conltellations of Heavenygthat gave 
Il 3 Mare 
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more light to darke Travellers, that wandred in the night of 
finne while they ſhined in our rirmament, then all theſe /gnes 
Farr; Oh 1 1 would i could not conltrue it falſe- fires, miſ-lca- 
ding poore Travellers. Was ever any of thete Leaders 10 
honoured (though they have beat up their Drums almoſt jn &- 
very ſtreet of the Kingdome for followers J as to gather ſuch 
Troopes of Saintsto the Chriſtian wartare, as thele before 
mentioned 2 Did ever Cod honour their labours ſo muck 
as theſe ? who ( poore ſoules | ) thone in their dayes like 
lights under Buſhels too , had onely the corner of a Pulpit, 
er 2 Pulpit in ſome blind corner tolerated them. Nay, looke 
upon thele that have lately fallen into this Veine , and were 
Preachers of Gods whole truth before ; was not their firſt 
fiuits better , and more accepted of God then their harveſt is 
now ? Hathnot God diltinguiſhed which way of preaching 
he will moſt honour , by making the firlt ripe grapes ſweeter 

then the whole Vincage? were it onely for this, And 
Secondly, For the conſtant experience of the Saints of God, 
let them ſpeake their minds freely ; hath not this beenethe 
way of their converſion? Have not the belt Saints in Heaven 
cryed out of the belly of Hell before God heard their voice ? 
Was not Pax/{\(trucken downe to the earth betore he went in 
the Triumph of Glory ? Did not the Gaoler come in ten. b- 
ling, and tall at the Apoltles tect, and cry , what (þ11l / doe to be 
ſaved? betore they bid him beleewe , and thou ſhalt be frved. 
Neither can they evade it with ſaying, Thattrembling was not 
a1) humiliation for (linne, but occaſioned for fear his prifoners 
were gone. Lealt people ſhould wrelt it in that manner , The 
Holy Cho:t hath cleared it to their hand ; for before wee read 
of his tremnbiing , P-«l had cry cd with a lond worce, veri 28, 
Do thy ſelf no harme for wee are all here, Neither do wee read, 
that he trembled for th it at ail; but like one (trucke ſenſe}. fle, 
an | hisſpt:1rs dead as it were,in a fic of deſperate madneſfſe,w:s 
about with his Sword to let out his owie blood, Now I; 
were 1t no more then to heare ſuch docrine , contrary totite 
Dotrine which God hath chiefly honoured in his Servants 
lips, by making it efficacious for the ſalvation of their ſoules, 
and 
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and contrary to the experience of the generalitie of Gods Ser- 
vants, if not contrary to the Preachers owne former and bet- 
ter thoughts and praRtice , it would be ſutfticient to make me 
ſulpend my faith , from being too haſtie to belecve this new 
way to Heaven ; But it is enough to confhirme me, to heare my 
Chriſt calling , Come wmo me at yee that are weary and heavy 
laden, and [ will eſe yow. Betore you are lenſib!e of an heavy 
load you will need no eate , and to heare my Text ſpeaking of 
leaning, but in a wilderneſle ; Nay, it may be noted too , The 
Text faith , #ho is chu that commeth ? Not who 1s this that 
jumpeth up trom the wildernefle ; 1 cannot fancy this going 
to Heaven at 4 runving Jump, nur can | like this preiling faith 
without preaching repentance allo ; Faith is an att of an 
humble foule. Nor can the foule apprehend the beautie of 
Chriſt, and love Chrilt, before it apprehends it's owne milera» 
ble condition. The onely barme this Dofrine doth, is to 
make poore toules preſume , initeed of beleeving , for alas | 
Tell an unpenitent toule of belecving,it apprehends it caſte,be- 
cauſe it doth not underſtand 1t, and runes on upon a fuppoſiti- 
on, that it hath faith , when, alas, it beleeveth no more then 
the Divell beleeveth: forrow for ſfinne is better underſtood 
by a carnall heart then faith 1s; for the truth of it is, the 
humbled foule onely can tell what faith is : The other ſees, 
neither the want they have of faith, nor yet the nature of that 
Pr £.0us grace. Shall 1 tell you what pious Malter R#therford 
laycs cvncerning this. 


» Faich (taich he) is bottomed upon the ſenſe and paine of - 


zz 2 lolt condition ; Povertie 1s the neareſt capacitic of belee- 
2» Ying. This 1s Faiths method, be condemned , and be ſaved; 
be bang'd, aad bc pardoned ; beſick, and be healed. Faith 
» Isa flower of Chriſts onely planting , yet it growes out of 
,o noſoile,but out of the margin and banck of the lake, which 
,» burnes with fire and brimltoncemm=_—_ Antomars (faith be 
» againe ) make faith an a& of a loftic Phariſce , applying, 
» (1m: dats contatts ) preicntly, his bot boyling and ſmo- 
» king lutts to Chrilts wounds, blood, and merit , w:thowr any 


,» Conſcicwce of a precedent command , that the perſon thus be« 
»» deeving 
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1 tac virg ſhould be humbled. wearied, loaden , grieved for hu 
, (mnes : I confeſſe (faith he) This # haſt ie, hot worke, but it ts 
,y 4wanon, flejhly, preſumptwons opinion , that it is an inmedi- 
\ ate worke to lay hold on the promiſes and be ſaved, In his 
Book ofthe Tryall and Triumph of Faith, you hear the opinion 
of Gods Servants , and the Text mentions a comming too z 
peactentims, (7adatins , little by little, ſtep by ſtep : Thoſe that 
come , cannot goe {o faſt as theſe illegall Se&taries , becauſe 
they are weary ard heavie loaden, Thole that learne people to 
jumppe , muſt take away Math. 11. 29. the heavie load of 
finnes which the Spouſe hath upon her ſhoulders , keepes her 
from that haſtie motion that Amiromians make. I doe not 
ſpeake to limit the Almighties power, but to thew you hisor- 
dinarie diſpenfations ; not what he can doe, but what he will 
doe, what he hath ufed todoe, and God ordinarily walkes in 
his owne paths, not in the paths our fancies make for him : we 
may looke for God in his ordinary wayes of Providence and 
diſpenſations to the ſoule,it he comes in a new way,it mult be 
beyond our expeRations , though not beyond our faith that he 
can doe it, yet beyond our faith that he will doe it. When wee 
have no word to affure us , what hall faith be builded upon? 
God can turne mid-night into mid-day , ipſo fato : But wee 
know in Gods ordinary courle of Providence, firlt comes the 
dawning of the day, then tae worning, then the noone-day :* 
God cantake a foule and marry it , and never humble it, but 
where hath he promiſed it? waere hath he done it ? orif he 
hath done it, wee tay, one Swallow makes not a Summer, one 
cxample maxe- not a Rule, one prehident makes not a Law. It 
15 no rule for thec or me to traſt inthat , no more then the ſa- 
ving of the thicte upon the Crofle , might be a ſafe preſident 
tor us to deferre repentance tell our dying day. Let theeand I 
learne to be humouled, to get broken hearts, to loath ourſelves, 
{ce our owne _ Sorrow 1s the ordinary doore to joy, 
Humiliation the ordinary ſtep to exaltation, Mourning for ſinne 
the onely preface to Faith inthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in Gols 
ordinary way of dealing out grace, The Latine is full, Q«e ef 
#lla que aſcendit , that aſcends from the wilderneſle : _ 

Tranſla- 
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Tranllation commeth wp, implying an aſcentive motion, tis 
hard running up an hill. They that runne up a mountaive, if 
they runne too faſt, they may quickly runne themſelves out of 
breath : It 1s bad me___ over a broad aitch ( eſpecially if it 
be drowning depth) forfeare if wee jumpe ſhort wee jump 
our laſt,It is a great jump from the bottome of Hel to Heaven, 
to take it at one leape. I with, thoſe that dare take it, do not fall 
ſhort and drown themlelves eternally.I had rather go up Gods 
(teps, then make ſuch ahalty motion, God give me grace to 
aſcend up the Saints ſtaires tothe chambers of glory. Elijah 
was ſuch a favourite to heaven, that God ſent a coach for him ; 
but thoſe that will expe& till that tiery Chariot be ſent downe 
for them too - I ſuppoſe may waite ſomething a longer time 
then they delice. O beg of God to humble you, to powre out 
his ſpirit of mourning, and ſupplications upon you, this will 
learne youto beleeve (friends ) It is the humbled foule only 
that can conltrue that word Faith : it is Heorewto others, it 
poleth the impenitent heart, Faith is a riddle to them ; Chriſt 
tindes his Spouſe in the wildernefle, and there he gives her 
his ſhoulder tolcanc upon: Bur, 

Thirdly,She comme:h up leaning out of the wilderneſſe, 

Is it the duty of a foule that is in a wilderneſfle of ſorrow 
or attiiftion,or temnptation,or deſertion, to /eane upon the Lord 
Cariſt ? Then this may reprove thoſe that are in theſe wilder» 
neſles, and yet cannot be perſwaded to /-ave upot1 the Lord 
Chrilt : hence they cry out, O, taith is impollivle ! is it poſſible 
to beleeve that Chriſt Jeſus will fave me? mc, that have 
{corned his ſalvation, and lighted his mercies? And becauſe 
thou haſt flighted mercy, wilt thou therefore ſtill light mercy 2: 
{t11] refuſe his offer of grace ? I hou tinneſt as much now in not 
beleeving there 1s mercy for thee, that ha!t deſpiſed mercy, 
as thou didit fin 1n _detpiſing that mercy. O why is it harder 
to raiſe up, then to caſt downe a ſoule ? Why wilt thou not 
velecye, O thou ot little faith ? 15 the mole-hull of thy ſins, like 
the mountaine cf his mercies ? doth the voice of thy fins roare 
like the voice of his loying kindnefle ? Is there any humbled 
loule detore the Lord ? O do not provoke Gol by thy infideli- 

" 


oy 


6r 


* ow ns 


— —— Rm 


62 The Spouſes hidden Glory. 


ty now he hath made thee capable of faith : You that are Chri- 
{tzans, for ſhame, in your ſeverall wilderneſlſes of affli&ions, 
temptations, and deſertions, doe not , O do not caſt downe 
your heads, and ſay, whoſhall ſhew #s any good? or if you-do, ſay 
againe with the Saint in the enſuing words, Lord lift chow up 
the light of thy countenance upon us : Beleeve in your depths 
of ſorrow, beleeve in your molt trying affligions,moſt ſadding 
temptations, molt killing deſertions, beleeve me, it is the grea- 
telt honour you can put upon the Lord Chriſt : And it is the 
greateſt diſhonour you can put upon your God, to have any 
difthdence in the Lords armes, any diſtruſt in the Lords frees 
grace, It is the property,nay,itis the duty of the Spouſe to come 
out of wilderneſfles leaning. 

Fourthly, Doth ſhe leane upon God before ſhe can come ? 
mult he worke the firlt motiontomake her willing, before ſhe 
can beleeve in him ? 


* 5; queratur Then how are thoſe to be here reproved that would make 
anex ſuis Na- mans will to be the Author of its firſt motions unto God. Pe 


guralibus vir- [agius Was a great defender of it. Firlt he would hold, That 
bus anima ali- 


| the grace of God was not neceſſary, but by the law of nature we 
= ork es be ſaved. 2. That the puck of God ( whict-the Apoſtle 
oem, vel reno ſpeakes of )was only in giving the law of nature. 3. Driven from + 
vationem, vel this,he woutd maintaine,that the faculties of the ſoule, and their 
a'rquam fac mob natural A(tions was the grace of God underſtood by the Apoffle, 
So .; Yet here is no leaning upon our Beloved. Afterwards he woult 
partiatis cau- Maintaine,* 4. That the grace of God was neceſſary fer ſins paſt, 
ſa, vel quocun- but 1t was in the power of mans free-will, to avoid cr o—_ 
er 


qice alto modo for the tine to come, and to reſiſt rebellious corruption. C, 
oppelieturuere ce 


he would maintaine, That ſome m:n indeed were weake and 
, » £4 3 
NN bnber ſe wHſt do all by the grace of God, others that were ſtronger might 
mere paſſive. at good by their owne will. But (till only ſome Spoules leane. 
Chemmit-in loc. Laſtly, he would maintaine, ( and the Arminiams (till from 
&eLb. 4 bit. him: ) That grace did indeed helpe a good worke, but it had its 
We de gra* 
lla det pravegs nte, &r preparante, & oprran'e traduntur, buxc babent ſenſum, quod non 
noftre paricsj riores funt in converſione, ſed quod dexa per aſflatum divinum preveniat.pofi 
bunc autcm motum, volunt atis divine faitum, voluntas bunina, non babet ſe mers paid 
ſtd meta & adjuta, «/piritu ſanto non repugnat [ed aſſenticr, 1h, 
firſt: , 
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firs motion from our wils, or gt leaſt might have : and the will * Caftanze 
had a negative voice, and might reſiſt and croſſe grace which did KMonachur = 
mor woree irreſiſtably in the ſeate to force the ſon le to him. dam, + 0c 
(a) 1 would not rake up theſe graves, did not thele ghoits Foote 
walke in theſe our dayes, when every grave of Hereſie 1s un- miſde & Ben. 


bowelled, and no one takescare to throw the dirt upon them ® Homimi eſt 
». Preparare cor. 


againe, Nay, and the Pap/fts having beene tainted with this, EG | 


Leven, the Sententiaries now tell us, (5) 7hat a man without roo; 
grace, meerly by the ſtrength of his free will, may avoid any mor- Aquieſeere & 
tall ſinxe, and prepare —_— for Gods free grace, and fulfill the «[[intiri oft 
Commundements of God ; ad ſubftantiam aftus, for the ® firdm, 
ſubſtance of the Att, (c) And another mereimpudently main- Wo _— ft 
tains, That a mar without any grace of God ( by the meere dan rg 
ſtrength of nature )may doe workes morally good,yea,even ſuch as 'umfacientem, 
God (hall be bound to concur with,and give his ſpeciall grace for. ?59'%% 
Even thus going back from their owne great Rabbies, one of — - 
which was pleaſed to confeſle, (4) That a man without the teſt woes, 
grace of God, conld not but ſinne both mortally and wenially. & mortabiter 
What is become hereof the Beloveds Leaning ? But no mote © %*#iabrer- 
of theſe ; onely it you heare ſuch Dofrines ( as you may * 
heare any thing in theſe dayes) beleeve them not. 

Doth God move the will attending him in duties , firſt ? ſe- 
condly , when the will is thus moved, doth itthen come ? 5 a” Son 
when 1t is drawne , doth it renne ? Then this reproves the Gus prevenits 
Enthn/iafts of old, the Anabaptiſts , Antin' mians , Seekers of mover & im- 
our dayes , that hold firſt, there is no need of duties. The f'&#, volume 
Enthuſiaſts of uld affirmed, That for the receiving of the Spi- unde 
rit of Promiſe and ſaving grace , the Spirit of God was either ſam, (ed atten- 
infuſed to them, in a dreame , Vel per ſmulationem orationis : (entem verbs; 
Ay, and the motions of the Spirit, were as ſenſible intheir fleſh Chemasl. 
as the eating of the pulſe, fo blaſphemous were they growne; Mor! cody pc 
and thence they would lye , and gape for Revelations, and ſo $iorum;vel per 
indeed they may have a ſuggeſtion from the Devill, but ſcarce ſmulatiorem 
a Revelation from God. Oh! How in theſe dayes are men 97#9% llabi 
tainted with theſz lazte Opinions 1 lighting duties, vilifyi .. meme of 
Savbaths. nevlecing ordinances ; thatif re le = ro ed. 
a O 5 3 ; poo __ ay ideD.Fearl'y 

ely now glve account of their growth in grace, and of their Dippers Dipu. 
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learning godlinefſe : many of them might truly. As the child 
that ye have heard a ſtory,inthe learning of its primer, boaſted 
tothe fathe- that it h24 learned pait Grace, Is notthis the mi- 
ſerable learning of our dayes ? that men are growne palt grace , 
palt Praycr,oalt OcZ;nanccs,palt all duties? 

6. Again wha: you have heard, that after the ſoule is drawn, 
then it comes, may {hew us the falſeneſſe of another Dofrine 
of Enih1Fſme, roo bricke even in theſe dayes alfo: that the 
ſoul is mecily paſſive, even afr-r the worke of converſion alſo; 

he Books 2d 13 eventhen a meere ltone, Draw we{laiththe Spouſe)and 
for our to. then, Twillrun aſter thee. Indeed, atter our convertion, the 
the Minift-s will 1s Lutin part fanAified, and the Imageof God in us will 
of New-E%- want of lis firlt integrity, after it is renewed : but Chriſts 
__ os itrength: 5 perfeAed in our weakenelle ; we mult under!tand 
Poit comverſy. 3 We ve the cluldren of God, that God hath therefore wiouzht 
22m (03/8715; 11 us.that we might alſo,worke foinething, and when we have 
woluntas, 10m Wrought it, give thankes to God, who hath made us to worke ; 
ramen gueſs for Lod hath wrought inus, that we might worke, not that 
# vir3'us ad} ve ſhoullbe idle. Thus I havelaboured to you to divide the 
Juret ſpiritua- : . , 

les s&;0ns, Truth from Errour ; Now you have heard of theleaven of theſe 


Semper addea- Phariſces ; take heed of it, 

dum eſt na ce 

pl-nam libertatem, in [auto reaatogfed virtutem in infirmitateperfici, Chemnit, Intelligent 
ſs filt) Dei ſint ſ\iritu Deiſe agi, ut quod agendum eſs agant, cum egeriatyilii, 4 910 agnn”- 
Iur gratizs :9.44' .Aguntar entv,ut agantyinrn ut ipſe nmhil agante Aug, 


In the next place, what you have heard, that the ſoule that 
coincs to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, leanes upon a new Beloved, 
15t 1; 0N her old beloveds: may ſerve to reprove thoſe that 
woud faine plead a title to Chrilt,and have a portion in Chriſt, 
but th will not take Chriſt alone: two ſorts there are of theſe, 
The v3 c4.,no0t leave their old bctioveds, and theother canuot 
tr SBeloved O the wicked man. would have his portion in 
Chri!t,it he might but have his Jults too, his pleaſurcs,his prot: ; 
but to takeChriit,& Chrilt atonz,s this is ſuch a hard ſaying that 
they cannot veare by any meanes ; It Chriſt and his laus would 
lyc ooth in one ded,Chiilt at the feet, and his Jults at the head ; 
then Chit thould be as welcome as any thing to him, but be 
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is loath to ſue a divorce for this Beloved, he 1s loath to part 
with his old love for anew; till he fecth how he can love him. 
But at a venture he will take him 5p 97en; amore. O wretch ! 
fatter not thy felte, if Chrilt be thy Beloved, he w:ll endure 
re Polygamy ; you muſt leave your fins. or ce without your 
Chriſt. The true Spoule Ieanes upon her Belorred, not 1731) 
ber Be/oveds, upon her now Be/owed the foriakes hor old, 

Laſtly this may ſerve to reproove, 

1. Thoſe that would leane upon Chrilt, but they dare not 
eruſt their foules upon Chrii? alone. Forſooth he will be the 
Spouſe of Chriſt, but be muit Irane ppon Chriſt with one hand, 
and his good workes with the vther, The whore of Babytor 
commits adultery with her ſelfe. 

2. Under this laſh comes a better ranke of people, that 
when God hath ſhewed them their owne itatall, fad conditi- 
on, they do not only performe duties, pray, and mourne, and 
repen!, and te humbled, all which.they ought to do; but they 
are ready toreſt inthem, and make them their Beloved : It 1s 
naturall to the ſoule, that God hath made to loath its ſins, to 
love its duties, it finds duties almoſt as conſ:ntaneous to its 
nature, as (ins were before ; and it is too ready to thinke that 
its ſaving, or damning, depends upon ſuch a quantity of teares, 


and humihation : Hence, you heare foules jm this condition, . 


often complaining ; oh ! 1 could beleeve, if I were humbled 
enough, if 1 could but mourne enough, This ſoule doth well to 
be ſenſibleof the hardneſle of its own heart ; and it is too true, 
it can never mourne, it can never be humbled enough. But it 
doth ill to thinke that free-grace ſtints its operation, and bleſ- 
ſed influence, ro ſuch a quantity of teares, if it be humbled 
enough, to ſcerts want of Chrilt. The water runsthrough the 
11ver, that 1s the way to the Sea, but it doth not relt in the rt- 
ver, but with a {fivift and continued mN2tion, runs bet wixt the 
banks,ti;l it coincs,and 1s ſivalloyyed up in the Sea: Even fo the 
ſowe cugat to, run through dutics, but not to relt betwixt the 
Parkes of dutics, but to ran through, tili!t come to the Svact 
Trec-grac?, Where it will bz fwaillowed up of inhaite incicy ; 
224d Gar 1mpe; tecthons will be drowned 1m his minke puite. tt - 
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&n ; we ought to take duties in our way to Chriſt, but not to 
make duties our Jeſws, God hath ordained that they ſhould 
fit us for bim ; but it is written, Ay glory will I not give t0 
awothey.The glory of the Lords free is his greateſt glory z 
he will not give that to any other : None ſhall ſhare with hum 
in his Spouſes love, ke is a jealous Saviour, The Spoule leanes 
upon her Beloved, not Beloveds : Thus I have done with my 
nle of reproofe, 

The next uſe is for examination, here may every one try 
himſelfe whether he be the Spouſe of the Lord Telus Chriſt, or 
no : Even by what hath been already faid ; 1 will reduce it al] 
z three heads. 

Firſt Examine thy ſelfe, wherher thou beeft ont of the wilder- 
weſſe of ſin,yea,or 10. 

Secondly, Whether thox wert,or art in any other wilderneſſe, 

£4,0Y 10. 

Thirdly, #hat was, or #&thy demeanony in theſe wilderneſſes 
thow haſt been, er art in, and how haſt thou come, or doſt tho 
Come our. 

Examine whether thou beeſt not in the wilderneſle of fin, 
yea,or no : it was given as the CharaRter of the Spouſe, to 
come aut of this wildernefſe : O, but how ſhallI know that ? 
(willthe ſoule ay)! will name two or three notes, by which 
thou mayelt ſuſpect thy {ele as from provabilities. 

I. The wildernefle it is az i:c#lt place ; a place where the 
ſoyle was never tilled, it is as hard almoſt as a milſtone ; the 
over-growne Trees were never pruned, the unruly boughs 
never lopt, the buſhes never cut or ſtubbed: doſt thou finde thy 
heart in ſuch a condition, that it is as hard as ever ; neither 
Judgement breakes it, nor mercy melts it,the fallow-ground 
of it is not plowed, nor the ſeed of righteouſneſle ſowne in it? 
Thy unruly luſts are not tamed, thy life is as much overgrowne 
with (in as ever it was : thy ſins were never yet cut off from 
the body of thy lite, O friend ! ſuſpe& thy ſelfe; Thou mayel. 
jultly feare, yea, and know too, that thou art not the Spoule of 
Chriſt,thou art in the wilderneſſe,in thy naturall eſtate. 

Secondly, The wilderneile is abarren place, it brings fortb 

ne 


The Spouſes hidden Glory. 


no corne for the fickle, no wholeſome fruit, no figgs, no grapes 
for mans pallat, for £4» 4 mar gather grapes of thiftles, or figgs 
of thornes ? No paſtures wholſome for the beaſts. The fire hach 
devonred the paſtnres of the wilderneſſe. Joel 1. 19. And God 
complained that Nineveh was dry like a wilderneſſe, Zeph. 2, 
13. Art thou a barren, and unfruitfull creature , that doſt no- 
thing for God? thy heart is a barren heart, no ſeeds of good are 
ſowne there, thy tongue 1s a barren tongue, no good words 
come out thence; thy whole foule a barren ſoule ; not a good 
aRion upon the record of thy life. Indeed, no ſoule can be bar- 
ren, the mo of a qronr far man ; but _ workes are 
unfruitfal workes ( in the Slanguage. ) The unfrunful! 
59 darkneſſe,and what fruits bad ofthe 7 pier 

you are now aſhamed ? Gods S e.1$ 2 fruitfull creature, 
Gal,5:22, 7 he frnit of the Sprrit #s love, joy, peace, long-(nffer- 
ing,&c. A barren fſoule is alwaies a wilderneſſe foule. Thoſe 
that are borne of God,bring forth fruits unto God. 

Thirdly, 1 hou mayeſt know whether thou beeſt in the wil- 
derneſle or no,by the company thou delightelt in:It is a known 
rule, Noſcitwr ex ſocio qui non dignoſcituy ex ſe, 

He that is a wilderneſle creature, .loves wilderneſſe company, 
the wolves, and beares, and foxes : but be that is out, keeps 
the company of men ; doſt thou love the wilderneſle compa- 
ny ? the ſwiniſh drunkard, .the politike Foxe, the malitious [ 

on,the venemous lyar and ſlanderer,thelaſcivious wanton,more 
then the Children of God? oh ſuſpeR thy ſelfe!By this we krow 
{faith John) that we are tranſlated from death to life, if we love 
the Brethren : Lazarus when be was railcd from the grave, 


we do not read he wentto keep the dead men company again; . 


thoſe that God hath raiſed from the death of theirſins, live 
amonglt living men, and delight in living mens company ; 
Thus examine whether thou beeſt come out of the wilderneile 
of fin,or no. 

Secondly, As comming out of the wildernefſe is a ſign of the 
child of God : ſo being in the wilderneſſe, is likewiſe a note 
whereby thou mayeſt know thy ſelfe, Gods Spouſe comes out 
of. ave wilderneſie into another, out of the wildernelle of fin 


[ into, 
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into the wildernefle of ſorrow, and out of that to their Saviour. 
Wouldeſt thou know whether thou att found, or no £ Examine 
whether thou wert ever loſt cy no + wouldit thou know whether 
ever thou wert a beleever. examine whether ever thou wert 
a penitent, ornot. This is Gods ordinary way ; thence he com- 
on of his people, that they world not repent,that they might 
eleeve in him, Doſt thou hind God in another manner of work» 
ing in thy ſoule? bltle God for it ; andit thy title be good to 
heaven, which will be knowne by thy walking with God ; be - 
leeve me, God hathuſed thee kindly, heaven hath coſt thee 
cheaper then it coſts many a poore ſoule, and walke humbly be- 
tore God, becauſe he hath not -»mb/cd thee under his mighty 
hard,as he hath done many another poor creature:and though 
would not condemne thoſe that plead their title to heaven 
this way, for feare I ſhould condemne the generation of the 
r1ghteous,yet beleeve me, I ſhould fuſpeRt it in my owne cauſe, 
T hey that go ont weeping,and carry precious ſeed, (hall returne re- 
jorcing and bring their _—_ with them, 

2. Examine thy felte, What other wilderneſſes thou meeteft 
with ? Aﬀaritions , temptations, &C. I would not give this 
a$S an infallible marke, and yet God fajes , wham he lover 
he chaſteneth, and ſconrgeth every child whom he receiveth - 
and thence the Father drew out his Concluſion, Xnicun Dem 
babuit filium ſine peceato , wullum ſine flagello, God had one Sor 
without ſin, but none without a rod. But 1 know, even the wic- 
ked ſometimes begin their hell upon the carth : and though 
would ſuſpe& my lelfe, it ; 1 met with no afilitions, ye 
I would not be glad to have a life fl of croſſes, and atfiicions 
my beſt evidence for heaven : I rather named this tor a prefac 
to the next note, 

3. Examine how thou carrieft thy ſeife in the wilderneſſe - 
there is adifterent carriage betwixt the child of God, and thi 
child of the Devill in affliftions : the one ſinkes into his grav: 
with deſpaireg the other lifts up his head to Sox with hope - 
the ones preſt to death under croſles, the other lives ao: & a! 
croſſes. Caine Cries, my puniſhment is too heavy for me to Lowe 
J:b cries, though ke ſhould kill me, yet I will truſt in him : The 

Repr9- 
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Reprobate cryes, Who is the Lord that I ſhowld wait for him ? 
The Saint ſayes , / will patiently wart for the Lords Salvation : 
the wicked man dyes, the Saint leanes ; the eyes of the ſin- 


ners faile that day ; but the Saints looke up to Son, from 


whence comes their helpe that day. 

Examine How thos haſt come ont of thy wilderneſſe?of thine 
owne ſtrength ? or leaning? Canſtthou ſay , That God kaew 
thee in the wilderneſſe , in the land ___ drought. Hol. 13.5. 
If thou thinkelt thou camelt out , thou art there ſtill , 
What gave thee comfort in the depths of ſorrow ? what ? 
thy merry company ? did thy duties doe it ? 1t any thing did 
it but thy Chriſt, I feare thou art ſtill in the wildernefle : when 
thou didſt mourne, 4s 06 that mourneth for his onely begotten 
ſonne, didſt thou /ooke wpon hins whows thow hadſt pierced? 
there is nothing but the blood ef Chriſt can give a cordiall to 
a fainting ſoule ; nothing but the hand-kerchuefe of free 
that can wipe thine eyes ; nothing but the blotting out of the 
hand-writing, which was written in Gods Booke, and thine 
owne conſcience againſt thee , that can make thy heart leave 
trembling , and thy knees leave beating together for terror. 
Thou cantt not come out alone, if ever thou cameſt out, it was 
leaning- 

Examine thy ſelfe , How thox haft carried thy ſelfe ſince thow 
cameſt out ? How haft thou beene fince thou wert humbled, 
and loſt in the wi!dernelle of ſorrow ? What cffets hath the 
wilderveſſe of ſorrow wrought upon thee ? Hath thy ſorrow 
beene like the forrow of Achas , that thou haſt bcene onely 
ſorry becauſe thou halt beene under an Attachment of wrath ? 
Or like Ahab, rending bis chthes , pmeting on his ſack-clo'h, 
and going ſofily?2 Chron, 22, Orlike Pharoah, ſaying, / have 

ſinned? Exod. Oc hke Balaam , ſaying, [ have ſinned, I will re- 
twrne backe aga:ne ? when he might have had more thaiikes for 
hisJadour and never have come there, he had chec!'s cnongh. 
Art thou worſe when thou commelt out of the wildernefſe of 
Aftlition, that wee may brand thee with Ahaz his Brand , 
This was that King Ahaz? Or doeſt thou come out of thy 


Atfiitions leaning , with thy weake faith ſtrengthened , and 
L thy 


Jo 
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thy (trong taith confirmed ? Haſt thou loſt nograins, but got in 
the fire? Is thy gold as good weight now as before? itisa 
good ligne it is good then. But I haſten to the next Ule, which 
may be to informe us : 

Firit, The ſad congition that allmnbeleevers are in, 

Secondly, T he joyfwll condition that all the Children of God 
are in, 

Thirdly, The great love of God,that he would ſend Chriſt to 
ſeeks ns up in the wilderneſſe,and groe bis hand to poore creatures 
to lead them out. 

And laſtly, It in every wildernefle wee mult leane upon the 
Lord Jcius Chrilt , /c may informe us , what need wee have at 
all times to walke cleſe with the Lord ( briſt, Yitlt, here ſce 
th: lad condition that all men and women by nature arc 1n, 
that have not the Lord Jeſus Chritt, It conliſts in tw) 
things : 

Fiſt, They are in a wilderneſſe : Sinne 1s 2 wildertſle, 
Now whichot you (friends ) but would thinke himlclte as 
good as a dead man it he were inthe mid{t of an Arabran de- 
{ert, that hz could not ſee any poſlioilitie of getting out , nor 
any comfort he could enjoy there : terror on every (ide, com- 
fort on no ſide ; the Lyons and beaſts of prey of every hand 
ready to devour him, anditis well if he can keepe hisfleſh for 
food for himiclfe, for he can get no proviſion for his body , no- 
thing, except he would cate the barke of trees; o1 the parched 
crafie, What nan would not tremble, tothinke of on that 
thould be condemned to ſuch an exile ? Doe not your hearts 
pittie as oft as you thinke of thoſe poore men that were left 
but halfe a ycare 1n Green-land ? And yet O Loid 1 How few 
pittie themtelves 1 O poore creature! Aſmutato nomine de te 
feebela narranr, the Sory ts thy owne, apply it therefore : 
You that are 19 your {tanes are all in a fad wilderneſle; the 
judgements of God,like the beats of prey, areread; to twal- 
low you up on every hand ; 'tis a miracle of u:crey you are 
pot 1n hell; there is but a thred betwixt you and death ; the 
Sword of Gods wrath hangs over your head, whits you are 
at your Drunken Banqucts of finne : Oh ! what comfort ? 

what 
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what joy can you have in the wilderneſſe (friends? ) that 
when you lye downe at night, you know not but yon may 
wake in the mnorning paſt Repentance, cven with Hell flames 
about you ; as the Lord lives , there is but a haires breadth be- 
twixt you and Hell. 

Conſfider, That you have 19 one to helpe you ont of any wil- 
derneſſe ; it Chrilt be not yours, nothing is yours : what will 
you doe in a (tormy day of Atilitions, when you (l.all cry unto 
God, and he ſhall fay unto you , as he once ſaid to the roaring 
Iſraelites, Judg. 10. 14. Goe, and cry wnto the gods which you 
have choſes ; let them aeliver you in the time f Jour tribalati- 
o#, Cry unto your Gold now, unto your Luſts now, truſt your 
Riches now , make you a golden Calte ! See if it will now 
fave you. O thinke ! You that live in finne , and love and de- 
light in ſinne, what ſhall I doe jn a fad day of {icknefle , when 


the feare of the grave ſhall furround me, and theterrors of 


Hell ſhall make me afraid ? What ſhall 1 leave upon when 
theſe comforts ſhall be no comforts ? when I ſhall ſay to all 
creature enjoyments, mſerable gomforters are you all, Where 
ſhall 7 warme me whentheſe flaſhes will be out ? when thete 
{parkes of pleafure and profit ſhall be choakt , and kill'd with 
the duſt and aſhes of my grave? Heare yee this all yee, That 
hindle a fire that compaſſe your ſelves about with ſparkes ; walke 
in the light of jour fire, and 7: the ſparkes that you have kind- 
led; T hrs ſhall zec have at the Lords hand, yon ſhall lye downe 
ſorrow : Your pleaſurable finnes are but as ſparkes (Sirs) 
What will you doe when your fparkes are out ? They ae (as 
wee ſay of a ſhort flame) but a Widowes joy for a moment : 
Take heed, that when your ſpares are out you blow not 
your nailes 11 hell: Take heed , that your ſparkes doe not kin- 
dle everlaſting burnings for you, \V hat will you doe in a wil- 
dernefle of Aﬀiiction? how will you come out ? What will 
yee teane upon ? 

Secondly , This may ſerve to informe us of the happy con- 
dition of Gods Children,and that & cortrario, in a juſt oppo!t- 
on to the others miſery : O lift up yorrr heads yee righteous, 
and be o/44:ce vpright in heart : Your happinefle confilts in 


thefe two things : F; Virlt, 


7t 


t3 


Iſa,$0,v.1 1s 


The Spouſes hilden CG lor y. 


Firſt, T'0# are out of the wilderveſſe , out of the danger of 
Hell, and thoſe that can fpcll in their thoughts but that word 
Hell, will know it to be a mercy to be out of the fcare of it, 
You are out of the wildernefle, O blefle that God that bath 
helpt you out : 'tis a great happineſle to ve delivered of feares ; 
beleeve me | Did the wicxed men furiouſly thinke what a 
weight of wrath they lye under, what a cloud of loud ha 
over their heads, tacy would pray till all their knees were mel- 
ted ( thoughthey were all ttecle ) to be delivered from it. 
Hold up your hands thatyou have eſcaped a drowning;that.you 
fearc not the wikd bealts that belong to the wildernefle; Gods 
dreadfull judgements you dare mect , the Lyon and the Beare, 
and they Ydare not ſect the print of their teeth, upon you. A 
godly man 15 like a man under proteRion , he owes much , but 
the Baylife dares not meddle with hun ; Chriſt hath underta- 
ken the d2bt for him , he is under the prote&ion of the Sonne 
of God; he can looke a Judgement in the face, and never 
runre for it. The wicked man , on the contrary , is like one. 
that hangs upon every buſh (as wee ſay) owes more then he. 
is watth ; he dares {carce looke out of the doores whiles the 
Bayliffes are about ; when the judgements of God are. about, 
the wicked wretchdares not looke out , he ſinks into bisgrave. 
in the thoughts of it. This Plague, this Feaver, this Ague, may. 
be a Baylifte to Arreſt me, that God hath ſent to carry me. 
bound hand and foot and throwne into Hell, where is weep- 
ing and wayling, and gnaſhing of teeth. And then thinks with. 
himſelfe ( O that they did fo ! ) Where is my ſuretic (if it 
ſhould beſo? ) who would be bound for the payment of the 
Devt due for my ſinnes, and to be payd at Gods judgement 
jeat? The godly man, be likewiſe faith ; This Plague, this 
Feaver , this Sicknelle, may Arreſt me ; But ſuppoſe they 
ſhould, the Sonne of God is bound for my Debt ; My Judge 
ſurely will not demand better Suretie then his owne Sonne. 1 
blefle God I am ou: of the wildernefle ; O happy man | 
Here's a portion of thy happinelle ; but here is not all. 

2. Conſider, That it thou ſhouldeſt fall into the corner of 
another wildernefle : Thos haft one. to leanc upon, even in every 
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wilderneſſe:1f thou [houldlt have a rod upon thy bacs, tio lat 
aſtaffeto comfort thee. T hou halt one to lead thee out, when 
ſoeverthou art in : an are that thou mayelt truſt to. Happy 
is he that hath a fcicad in the Court,ſuch is thy friend. A tiicnd 
1Q adverlity,is better then a Brother, (faith Solomon ) thou hali 
a friend in adverſity, and hc is thy brother. Thy brother Chuilt 
is thy triend,that will lead thee through, & out of every wilder- 
neſle; 1s the child happy that in wait hatha father to run unto ? 


the wife happy that hath a husband in tine of fickneſle to. 


comfort her ? The ſervant happy that hath a Maſter in adrer- 
lity to pitty him ? then 1 dare proagunce thee in all ties hap- 
py. Thy husband loves thee, thy father ſends his Son to lead 


thee ; thy busyand is alwaies vy, to comfort thees and lead thee + 


by his aand. G4 aath ſaid, Eſay 58.11. That he will guide thee 
coutrnually, .and ſatu fie thy ſoule in drought, and make fu thy 
bones. T hou halt alwaiesa friend at nced, abrother in adver- 
lity- 
"Thirdly, Is it fo that the Spouſe comes out of the wilder- 
nefſeleaning vpor her Beloved ? This may then (hew us the in- 
finite love of God to the Creature ; that he would be pleaſed to 
looke us up in the wildernefſe,and let us leane upon him: Chriſt 
was lead into the wilderneſſe becauſe thou wert there, he had 
a bad journey to fetch thee home : Oh ! what ſhould ? what 
could (belides his infinite free-grace) make his bowels of mgr- 
cyſoyerne towards the Creature, as to looke it up in the Wil- 
dernefle.to cloath it naked, to waſh it polluted, to fave it dam- 
ned ? Chrilt the thepheard had loſt his ſtray ſheepe, and goes 
after that which was lolt in the wildernefle untill he findeth 
it, then he layeth it on his ſhoulders, and bringeth it home, O, 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord for. tus free grace and mercy ! 
The ſheepheard followed the ſheepe , .whiles the ſheep re- 
garded not the ſheepheard; we were in a wilderneſle, he came 
to find ys out.Olwas not this infinite love,altoniihing mercy? 
Laſtly,1s it ſo ? that we maſt come out of every wilderneſſe 
leaning upon our Beloved ? O then let this informe us what 
need we have to walke cloſe with the Lord Jcſus Chrilt; what 


need we have to be fearctull ofoffending, ayd carefull to pleaſe 
| L3.. him 
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hin : It is he that mult helpe us in every need ; he that mult 
lead us in every wildernefle : If he forfakes us we are undone. 
Have we but one friend ? let us keepe him then : it we 

him, welooſe our belt friend : hath the ſhittleſſe child need to 
keepe the love ofthe father? the Babe need to keepein the 
armes of the Nuric ? the wife need to keepe the love of the 
husband ? the blind man need to keep the Jove of his guide ? 
O Chriſtian, thou ha!t much more need to keep the love of thy 
Chriſt. It is he that mutt tuccour thee at every need ; he that 
mult make the rugged waies plaine for thee ; It is he that mult 
carry the Babe of grace in his armes, lealt it ihould daſh its 
feet againſt the ſtones of afflition, It is he that mult lead the 
child of God upon his hand, leaſt in this world of atflitions 
it fall, and hurt it felfe. O keep clole in his armes, keep thy 
ſelf? warme in his bolome; feare that which may make thy 
God go from thee. Gods departing from the Creature is a 
pCice of hell : thou knowelt not how ſoone thou mayeſt need 
him ; yea,thou alwaies needeſt him, therctore take heed of ſin- 
aing againſt him ; thou wilt anger the beſt triend, 1 will aſſure 
thee. 

I haen to the laſt uſe, which thall be a word of Exhortati- 
0 : Doth the Spouſe of Chriſt come out of the wildernefle 
lcaning upon her Beloved, 

Firſt, Othen, youthat are yet inthe wilderneſſe of linnes, 
come out, comeout, get this Spoules Beloved, and then leane 
p>on him. | IG. 

2. Youthat are inthe wilderneile of ſorrow for ſin, affliRi- 
ons,temptations deſertjons, leancupon your beloved, live lean- 
ing and dye leaning : you that ſay you are ſinking. and you can» 
not beleeve. Ohlexne ! and come out of this wilderneſſe lean- 
ing uponyour Beloved. 

A word to the firſt : Is there any before the Lord this day 
that is yet in the gall of ditternefle, and in the bond of injquity, 
with what argaments ſhall i plead with ſucha foul: ? Thole 
are not wanting, bnt with what arguments ſhall I prevaile 
with inch a foule,ta come unto the Lord Chriſt? were any here 
drowning'1nthe water ? a Jittle Rhetoricke would perſwade 

them 
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them to let me helpe them out? were any caſt ina wood, I 
fhould not need much entreat them to give me their hand, and 
I would ſhew them a way out of that loofing place, why ſhould 
F not as much prevaile for heaven this day ? 

x Conſider what eftate it is that thou takeſt ſuch pleaſure 10 
continue in i tuſt, It it a d-mgeroxs plice, more dangerous then 
the ſands to the ſhip; thou art ready to be {ſwallowed up of hell 
every houre jn it. A troope of judgements waites upon thee to 
deltroy it ; how canſt thou abide contuming hre ? or dwell jt 
everlalting burnings ? 

Secondly,Contider,it is a jojleſſe condition: There is no true 
Joy to the {inner, though he lings ſometimes amonelt his dtun- 
ken cups, yet he cannot feed beartily upon a feaſt of joy, be- 
cauſe the Sword hangs over his head ; it is but a feigned joy 
that the ſinner hath, a ſudden ſhort lived flame, withoutany 
coales undcrneath to preſerve it. 7 here 35 no peace to the wicked 
(faith God)and it no peace, there can be no joy ; when thefin- 
ner is {erious he cannot rezoyce, his rejoycing 1s like the gkip- 

ing of mad men that know not what they do. - 

Thirdly, Confider,it is a farving c. ndition. The (inners ſoule 
ſtarves whiles he ftealts dis body like a glutton, his ſoule dyes 
for thirſt, when his body 1s overflowen with drunkenefle. Itis 
impoſſible the puffe-palt of iniquity ſhould nourith a ſoule - 
Doth an Angell teed upon the carth? doth a Saint feed upon 
hell ? The foule js of an Avngelicke ſubſtance, it cannot 
teed upon fin : {i ſtarves it. Doit thou love to be in the middeſt 
of thornes ? doſt thou delight to lye downe in ſorrow ? canſt 
thou endure to fee thy better part ſtarved, whileſt thou pam- 
pereſt thy filthy Carcafle ? O Ict this deterre thee from the wil- 
derneſſe of fin, and periſwade thee to come out of it unto Pa- 
1adiſe.T here, 

Firſt, 7 hou (halt be in; a (.ife congition; Out of the feare of 
judgements, out of hells gunſhot. There lite or death will be 
either peace temporali, or elſe eternall, cither grace, or glory 
unto thee ; here thy fouietball be in a harbour, ifthouſands fail 
at thy lett hand,and ten thouiands at thy right: none ſhall make 


thee afraid, thou ſhalt laugh at trouble when it comes, a 
12lt 
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(halt be ſure to go to beaven cither by land, or water : If than 
goeft through the fire, thou ſhalt be ſure to have Chriſt with 
thee. Heaven is a ſecurity inall eſtates, a proteRtion from all 
Arreſts,it the King of Glory hath a mind to ſue thee, thou ſhalt 
not be arreſted (like other men) with a writ of wrath, but invi- 
ted to ſup with him inglory, only by aletter of love,and be will 
ſend his Uſhers of glory to waite upon thy ſeule to the cham- 
bers of glory , Luke 16. 32. The foule of good Lazarme wa 
Carried by Angels into Abrahams boſome : you (hall not live 
like other men, haunted with the bloud-hounds of wrath, nor 
dye like other wretches, that go out of the world, haled by the 
Serjeants of hell to everlaſting priſon : but quietly , and 
awake againe one day inglory. O who would not defire ſuch 
2 proteQion for himlelfe? ſuch a ſecurity tor his ſoule ? who 
would net throw off his raggs of finne, to put on Chriſts li- 
very of grace, when Chrilts badge upon his ſhoulder ſhall free 
him from all Arreſts ? That he (hall walke up ard downe, and 
ing ſhall make him affraid ? 

Secondly, Conſider that Heaver ts « place as full of joy, as 
ever the wilderneſſe was fullof ſorrow and trouble; of this I ſpake 
before. O thinke of the joy of the Saints, you children of vaine 
pleaſure, you madrmen of the earth, that can dance over the 
hele of the Afpe, and pt your hands on the Cocatrices den. Your 
falſe and flattering joy is nothing to the reall joyes of heaven, 
There is joy like the joy in tbe harveſt, like the joy when men 
divide the ſpoyle. The yoke of their 6#rihen i brokgn, and the 
rod of the oppreſſour : O you that love your drinking meetings, 
and dancing dayes, that you would but love heaven, where 
you might drinke new wine with your Lord Chriſt : where 
you might dance in glory,and makeall your daics,dayes of joy, 
and every houre,an houre of pleaſure. 

Thirdly, conſider,that there,and there only,zs proviſicn for your 
ſonle.Chriſts robes is the only cloathing that will cover the na» 
kedneſle of it ; his fleſh is meat indeed, and hu bloud ts drinks 
indeed, there my friends, Eate, and drinke, and be 1+71y, there 
you may have wine and milke withowe money,or without price, 
O, ſpend not your money for that which is not bread, and your la- 
bor for that which profiteth not ? Firſt, 
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Here you . may, eate that which it good , wnd (et jonr Ef 0.1.2 4. 


ſoule aeli ht it ſelfe in fatrneſſe. Here is a Feaſt ct fat 


of the Lords Ef 
to my Maſters Table: Now, O now , Behold hee 
ſtands at the doore and knocks : (Lord , breake where thou 
knockelt ) If any man will keare his voice, and open the 


doore, he will come imo him, and ſup with him , and he ſhall Revcl.2zo. 


ſonp with h1w, O let mee intreat you, to pittic the yern- 
ing of your Saviours bowels toward you; piitic the groan» 
ings of his tender heart for you; pittic your iclvcs, 1f not 
your Chriſt ; and, O come, come out of the wildeiveſle 
of finne into this wilderneſle of forrow ; that of a diuvken 
profane creature, thou mayelt be a mournuvg pious fſoule ; 
of a proud careleſſe ſinner, become a poore humbled pox- 
nitent ; that the world may admire , Sa#/ 2morgſt the 
Prophets, and Pax/ _— the Apoſtles, and thee a- 
mongſt the Saints of Chriſt; and ſay of thee, who art 
now a profanc Swearer and Blaſphemer , Behold hee Pray- 
eth ! Of thee that wert a filthy Wanton, Behold hee 
Mournes | Of thee that wert a filthy Drunkard and Glut- 
ton, Behold hee Faſts 1 And may in time fay of thee, 
Who ts this that commeth up from the wilderneſſe leaning npon 
her Beloved ? But, | 

Secondly, 1s there any before the Lord this day , that is 
in any other wilderneſle of Sorrow , Atflition , Temptati- 
on , Deſertion, &e. Oleane 1 Come out of your wi/derneſſe 
leaning upon your Beloved, 

Firit , 1s there any one here, to whom the Lord hath 
ſhewen their owne ſad condition too , and yct hath not 
revealed the fulneflſe of his free grace to them? Olcane 
upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Traning come out of thy 
wildernelle ; Belceve, and thow ſhalt be ſaved? But here's 
the hard taske , to pertwade ſuch a loule to beleeve. 

Conſider out thele few things. 


J. 1 hat now thou art in a capacitic of beleeving. Po- 
vertic 
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vertie of ſpitic is the nearelt- eapacitie of faith ; Bleſſed are 
roy tt burger 2d thirſt after righteouſueſſe. Now thon 
a1t weny , Chrilt hath ' promiſed to caſe thee; now-thou 
a4 heavie laden, he hath promiſed to helpe thee. | 

Secondly . Contider that thow hafft ground enough to 
build ty farch pon ; Chrilts power arid love are two Pil- 
Lars, able to bold up the weakelt faith. 

| irſt, Beleeve; leane upon Chriſt , for he is able to par- 
don thy {innes ; thou ſhouldeſt blaſpheme in thy thoughts 
it thou jhouldelt nut thinke this. Can intinite mercy be - 
{xdomed thinkelt thou? Can any one plead his undeſcrvings 
againſt free grace? Were thy burthen farre heavier then it 
is, Calt jt upon Chriſt, for he 1s able to beare it ; Art thou 
thick darkeneſle ? he is infinite light : Art thou all fiane ? 
he is all pardon : Art thou altogether lovely ? why Chriſt 
is altogether lovely . & 

Secondly, Beleeve ; becauſe Chriff is 2s much love as 
he is power : he is not onely able, but he js willing to 
pardon thee ; free grace thirlts after thee. Nay, beleeve 
me, thou canſt give Chriſt no greater ſatisfation then to 
receive his mercies. Chriſt is withchild 'of free grace (to 
ſneale it with reverence) and he defires nothing more 
then to be delivered in thine heart. He is a Sca « mercy, 
39d he would rejoyce to emptie himſelfe by drops intc 
his peoples hearts. Bu: why did 1 fay emptic? Can the 
$1mne looſe any light by communicating his light to 0- 
thers? When the creature ſpEakes of God, he mult {7p.ake 
xz «'7%ema72 41121, he would hill thee, and yet continue full 
h'mliclfe. He is fatistied when thou art tull. We ſhall ſee of 
te travell of bis ſonic, and ſhall be ſatisfied. Thou att not 
lo willing to receive, as he-is to beſtow fre: orace. O 
then lec1c upon hin, 

Thirdly, Conlider,thow conft not diſhogy thy God ; more 


then when thou art humbled by him for thy ſaws, and caſt 


aowne 11 thine owne thoughts , 'avd cal 'd to bel:eve in Li 
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- F ſecured rpen his word, if thou wilt but ruſt 
1m, It thon wilt not, then beleeve mn him, Sutcly then 


thou 
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thou art of alittle faith, if not an Infidell. Thou couldſt not 
beleeve when thou wert an 1mpznitent hard-hearted crea-- 
ture. Why? becaute thou kneweſt no necd thou halt of 
faith : Neither couldſt thou heare Chrilts invitation, be- 

caute thon wert not weary and heavie loaden ; but now . 
that -the Lord hath humuled thee , now the promiſes 

belong unto thee , what ? darcit thou not take Chriſt's 

word ? Suppole a Traytour were condemned to &dve , 

and the King ſhould fend a Pardon by the hand ot tus 

owne Sonne to this forlorne wretch', and hee (thould retul: 

it, ſaying; The King cannot pardon me ; what hath ce to 

doe to ſend me 4 Pardon? I know he: doth but ms hs mee, 

he meanes nothing leſſe, &c. Were not this a piece of 11!:- 

worthinefle , by which he ſhoula diſhonour his Prince as 

much as with his Treaſon before? O take heed of provo- 

king thc Lord ſtill ; it is enough that thou halt provoked 

him once, yet he will pardon thee. And on the contrary, 

thou eanſt not honour Chriſt more then in belecving ; tor 

thou acknowledgelſt the unfadomable depth of his free love 

and mercy ; Thou proclaimelt God , to be a God, gracious, 

long-ſuffering, a God that may bee truſted by the creature 

which hath deſerved nothing at his hand ; that he 1s 10 

pure an Eſſence of love, that he will create himliclte a 

cauſe of love where is none. And though he could : fund 

nothing 1n thee to pardon thee, for thy take, yet hc would 

pardon thee for his owne Name fake. 

So likewiſe , you that are in any wildernetle, or ſhall lc, 
of Atflition, Delertion , Temptation, &c. O /cauc ! lane ! 
*Tis that which God requires at your hand ; *tis that which: 
will eate you when you are weary ; helpe you when you 
ate heavic laden; Beleeving will eaſe you when coimplati- 
ning will not ; tis that which honours God, and honour: 
Chriſt; lt gives him the glory of his Power, and Provi- 
dence, and Dominion , and free Grace, and mercy. Chiit!, 
beleeve {me , will take it kindly at your hands, that gyou 
will try him in need, and truit him even in detpare 


though he kills you , yet you will trift j©2 bim. Thote that 
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venture upon Death with fuck a faith cannot dye. Thofe 
that have ſuch a Spirit mult live eternaily. The way to 
live, is to dye belceving, and the way to ſtand, is to 
leane falling. O come all yee that love the Lord 1 and 
truſt in his mercies: 1 have done, only 1 conclude with my 
Text. 

O you that are falling , as you thinke into the pit of de- 

ſpaire that are loſt in the wildernefle of ſorrow : Beleeve, 
beleeve, and you ſhall be ſaved. Come out traſting upon God; 
reſting upon the fulneſſe of his mercy, and the freeneſſe of 
his grace, cone out, come out leaving wpor your Belo- 

ved. | 
Q ou that are in a wildernefle of affis?;on;, leanc 
apon Gods (taffe, let his rod comfort you ; beleeve that 
he {mileth while he ſmiteth thee, deleeve in afflition you 
*Hhall have no more then you are able ro beare ; be will let 
his grace bee ſuſſicient for yow, all ſhall worke for your 
' And come you out of your wilderneſſe /caning wpen 

your Beloved, 

O you that are in the wildernelle of temptations, in the 
fnare of the Divell, beleeve, and leane, your Chriſt was 
tempted, and he knowes how. to ſuccour thoſe that are 
tempted ; leane upon .him to beare you up 1n, and to give 
you an tappy. iſſue out of your temptations zn which you are 
in,for the rriall of your faith, and come you out likewiſe /ca- 
ing upon your Beloved, 

You that are in the ſad wildernefle of Deſertion, cry, 
My God } though you be forſaken, keepe your faith, re- 
taine your Interelt ;.O leane , looſe not yeur hold you have 
upon the Almighty , leane in: and come out of tha your wil- 
dern: (ſe leaning npen your Beloved 

Finally. All you that are in the wildernefſe of fin ; the 
worlt wildernefle, of al.: Let me conclude with .you, And 
once more as the Empba: adour of Jclus Chriſt, in. my Ma» 
ters name, as if he hiuntelfe were here. I beſcech ou, by 
the many , and tender meretes of him, whoſe bowels yeme 
towards y08u,.by his precious bloud , which was powred 

out 
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out upon the Crole for finners, (and who knowes, whe- 
ther not mr yok as well as others ) as you tender the life 
and happineſle of your owne ſoules, the joy of your faith- 
fall — nay, (which is moſt of all) as you tender the 
honour of God, come out, 6 come out of your ſad wilder- 
nefſe | be humbled, and mourne, fit down induſt and aſhes, 
that you may riſe up, adorned with grace, and be crow- 
ned with glory , that you may leane upon your Belo» 
ved, and ( O that my firſt or laſt words might 
prevaile with ſome great ſinner this day 
for whom we might all rejoyce, con- 
cerning whom we might all fay, 
who i this that comes ont of 
the wildermeſſe leaning 
wpon her welbe- 
loved, 


